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TEL AVIV (AFF) — The Israeli parliament rejected 
hy 55 voles to 50 with two abstentions a censure 
motion brought by the main Uibvuc opposition 
against the right-wing government of Benyamin 
Netanyahu. a spokesman said The opposition put 
down the motion attack ing the government for the 
deadlock in -the peace process ami (he worsening of 
the economic and social .situation. Negotiations with 
i he Palestinians base been frozen sioce work on a 
new Jewish settlement near Jerusalem began on 
March IS, though both sides decided Monday lo 
resume limited talks. Meanwhile unemployment is 
rising, reaching 7,7 per cent from 7.1 per cent at the 
beginning of the year, according to official figures. 
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Iranian rebels come under rocket attack — opposition 

BAGHDAD (AFPi — Iran’s main armed opposition 
group, the People's Nlujuhedeen. came under rocket 
attack Tuesday at one of its bases near the Iranian bor- 
der in southern Iraq, the group said. Blaming Iranian 
forces which inrilrrated the border, the Mujahedecn 
said 10 107mm "mini -Katyusha " rockets were fired 
during the overnight attack on its base near Al Kut. 
Mujahedcen "security patrols rapidly arrived at the 
site of the attack and the assailants tied. None of the 
rockets hit the target and landed in the surrounding 
fields and residential areas," it said. The group, which 
operates out of Iraq, made no mention of casualties. 
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Mubarak pays lightning visit to 
Jordan; King to repay visit soon 



His Majesty King Hussein greets Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, Tuesday 
upon the president's arrival in jordan for a short visit (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Thousands rally 
against curbs on 
Islamist education 
in Turkey 

ANKARA <AP) — After 
j I lowing a pro-Islam 
demonstration in down- 
town for five hours, police 
moved in Tuesday on some 
15,000 pnMcsters. using 
clubs and pressurised water 
to disperse the crowd. Hie 
protesters were denouncing 
i Ik: new government’s 

plans to curb religious cdu- 
i-ution as demanded by the 
military. The demonstra- 
tors did not have the 
required permit to hold a 
i ally, but ji wus loJrniieri 
for some hours. 

New deputy head for 
Israeli armed forces 

TEL AVIV t AP) — The 
Israeli army Monday 
announced the appoint- 
ment of Iranian-born Major 
General Shaul Mofaz as its 
second-in-command. Mr. 
Mofaz, 49. will replace 
Major General Maran Vil- 
nai as deputy military chief 
of staff. the army 
spokesman said in a state- 
ment. “Vilnai will be a can- 
didate for chief of staff 
when Lieutenant General 
Amnon Shahak retires, and 
until then will be on study 
leave, it said. Gen. Mofaz 
was born in Iran in ] 948 
and immigrated in 1957. 
He joined the army as a 
paratrooper and fought in 
the 1967 and 1973 Mideast 
wars, and in the 1982 
Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon. In 1976 he took 
pan in the commando res- 
cue of Israeli and Jewish 
airline passengers held 
hostage in Uganda. 

Yemeni authorities 
announce arrests 
after attacks in Aden 


By Sa'cda Kitnnr 

Jordan Timf\ Staff R, [mnrr 

AMMAN — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
paid a lightning but “com- 
forting” visit to Jordan on 
Tuesday in which he dis- 
cussed with His Majesty 
King Hussein continuous 
peace efforts in the current 
circumstances. 

President Mubarak’s 
stopover, which followed a 
visit to Syria, was a “contin- 
uation of the efforts Egypt is 
exerting |io boost peace 
efforts) especially under the 
circumstances.” King Hus- 
sein told reporters at Queen 
Alia International Airport 
after his meeting with Pres- 
ident Mubarak. 

During the one-hour 
dosed meeting, the two 
leaders discussed latest 
developments in the peace 
process and means of over- 
coming obstacles in PaJes- 
tinian-israeli talks. Presi- 
dent Mubarak briefed the 
King on the outcome or his 
earlier talks with the Syrian 
president: and the King 
briefed the president on his 
meeting with Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy that 
took place in Amman earli- 
er on Tuesday. 

“The meeting was a 
chance lo discuss all issues 
concerning peace. the 
region, and bilateral rela- 
tions. It was a comfortable 
visit.” the King said. 

The King underlined die 
importance of the Egyptian 
role in supporting peace ini- 
tiatives and boosting peace 


efforts. "We appreciate 

Egypt’s distinguished rule. 
It is only Egypt dun can 
play such a role. 

In response In a question 
over the pessimism diar (he 
Syrian president had 
expressed in Damascus 

towards progress in the 
peace talks al a joint press 
conference with President 
Mubarak, the King said: 

“1 am not infonm-d about 
any statement made bv any 
of my brethren today except 
for my talks with President 
Mubarak. As for the result, 
we will continue to ensure 
that a just, comprehensive, 
and honourable peace is 
achieved in the region." 

"We will support our 
Palestinian brethren with all 
our powers and capabili- 
ties,” he said. 

President Assad expressed 
little hope for peace with 
Israel and was quoted by 
AFP as saying that "nothing 
justifies optimism or shows 
that we are close to estab- 
lishing peace. Nothing in 
the attitude of the Israeli 
government proves that it is 
advancing oil the path to 
peace.” 

The King expressed hope 
that progress will be made 
on the Syrian- Israeli. 

Lebanese-Israeli and Pales- 
linian-Israeli tracks noting 
that Jordanian- Israeli rela- 
tions should be based on 
people's belief in peace. 

"Relations emanate from 
the peoples’ interest in pur- 
suing peace |us a preludej to 
leading a dignified life,” he 
said. 


The King, replying lo a 
question over Israel's atti- 
tude Towards peace at a time 
when its Arab partners lo 
peace talks regard peace as 
a strategic matter, said: 

“I have long tried to know 
what is happening on ihe 
ground, hut I believe there is 
some slowdown... [Tile 
peace talks) are not moving 
fast enough." the King said 
expressing hope that there 
will be a breakthrough 
soon. 

The King hoped that Jor- 
dan will resolve all sus- 
pended issues with Israel 
such as water, borders and 
refugees "when the time is 


ripe." But >tressed that "the 
basis |ul peace | should be 
strong enough to achieve 
the peace that we want for 
this region." 

President Mubarak, who 
was accompanied by Egypt- 
ian Prime Minister Kamal 
Jun/uuri and his ministerial 
leans, left Amman in the 
evening shortly after his 
talks with the King. The 
planned meeting between 
the Jordanian and Egyptian 
top officials did not lake 
place, neither did the sched- 
uled press conference. 

But Jordan's Ambassador 
to Egypt Nayef Qadi told 
the Jordan Times that the 


King w ill pay a visit soon to 
Egypt lo continue talks. 

"This meeting comes at a 
crucial time to help Pales- 
tinians achie\e progress,” 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Fayez Tarawneh said. 
"There are positive indica- 
tions for the resumption of 
Palestinian-! sraeli commit- 
tees meetings. Jordan and 
Egypt are continuing their 
coordination to boost peace 
efforts in that regard." 

Jordan and Egypt which 
signed peace treaties with 
Israel, have been trying lo 
bring the Palestinians and 
the Israelis back to the 
negotiating table. 


SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni 
authorities said they had 
made an unspecified num- 
ber of arrests after three 
petrol stations were 
attacked with sticks of 
dynamite in the southern 
city of Aden on Monday. 
The inferior ministry said 
the security forces had 
arrested “persons suspect- 
ed of involvement in terror- 
ist acts." without giving 
details. Eyewitnesses said 
two people had been slight- 
ly injured in the attacks, 
which were not claimed. 
Bui police reported no 
casualties in the simultane- 
ous blasts in different areas 
of Aden, capital of the for- 
mer south Yemen before 
unification in 1990. 

Iraq to set up 
Saddam faculty 
of Islam 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi 
authorities decided Tues- 
day ro set up an Islamic 
faculty to be named after 
President Saddam Hussein 
and which will be “free of 
fanaticism." the official 
news agency INA 
announced. The Saddam 
faculty aims lo train imams 
“in line with Islamic princi- 
ples of tolerance and free 
of confessional ism and 
sectarian fanaticism," it 
said. The secular Baath 
Party has been in power 
since 1968, while the main- 
ly Sunni Muslim govern- 
ment has often been at log- 
gerheads with the Shiite 
clergy which is influential 
m the south of Iraq. During 
the 1991 Gulf war over 
Kuwait. President Saddam 
ordered the words “Allah 
Akhbar” (God is greatest), 
taken from the Koran, to be 
emblazoned across the 
Iraqi flag. Two years later, 
he added Koranic studies to 
the curriculum of Muslim 
schoolchildren and Bible 
studies for Christians. 


While settlements go on, PNA 
slides back to negotiations table 


Netanyahu 

wants 

another $16 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AFP) — Step by step, the 
Palestinians are moving bock 
to the negotiating table which 
they stormed away from last 
March, although they huve 
been unable to force Israel to 
buck off settlement expan- 
sion. 

When Israel began con- 
struction on a new Jewish set- 
tlement in east Jerusalem 
four months ago, the Pales- 
tinians protested by calling a 
halt to all levels of the peace 
process. 

They refused to start final 
status negotiations on sched- 
ule in late March and walked 
out of nine joint comminees 
set up to work out leftover 
Israeli commitments from 
the 1995 interim self-rule 
accords. 

The Palestinians insisted 
they would not hold any 
negotiations unless Israel 
called a halt to settlement 
building, while the Israelis 
repeatedly rejected the condi- 
tion. 

As a result, the peace 
process has been dead in the 
water. 

But on Monday, both sides 
agreed to reactivate the com- 
minees in a bid to “build con- 
fidence” by making progress 
on the long-delayed interim 
issues. 

The comminees had been 
created in January to work 
out implementation of Israeli 
commitments such as allow- 
ing the opening of a Palestin- 
ian port and airport in the 
Gaza Strip, the construction 
of a “safe passage” from the 
West Bank to Gaza, and the 
release of Palestinian prison- 
ers. 

Palestinian International 
Cooperation Minister Nabil 


Shaath, announcing the 
resumption of the commit- 
tees on Monday, underlined 
that the crisis over settlement 
building was not over. 

"The issues which cause 
the deadlock are still in place, 
namely the settlements and 
the issues in Jerusalem” Mr. 
Shaath said. 

’There must be a “stop in 
settlement building in every 
location so that we can have 
final status negotiations," he 
said. 

But in the end, Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
was unable to maintain a full 
rejection of negotiations 
amid growing U.S. pressure 
and fears that Palestinian 
frustration would burst into 
violence. 

"The Palestinian position is 
weak and will remains 
weak," said Khalil Shakaki, a 
Palestinian political observer. 

“The Palestinian (National) 
Authority fears that if vio- 
lence erupts it will get out of 
its control. Violence would 
be detrimental for everyone, 
including the Palestinians," 
Mr. Shakaki told AFP. 

It also feared that the Unit- 
ed Stales would reduce its 
economic aid to the Palestini- 
ans if the deadlock contin- 
ued. he told AFP. 

At the same time. President 
Yasser Arafat may hope to 
“strengthen his position" by 
winning progress on the 
interim issues, which are 
seen as vital to repairing the 
ailing Palestinian economy, 
he said. 

Progress could pave the 
way for foJestinians to get a 
better deal in a three-stage 
army redeployment which 

(Continued on page 2) 



Palestinian shot dead after stabbing | 

i 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — A Palestinian man was j 
shot dead Ttiesday after stubbing an Israeli soldier near a ; 
Jewish settlement in the West Bunk, the army spokesman j 
said. Israel Radio and army radio said the Palestinian hud 
blocked an army jeep on patrol by standing on the road, und 
then stabbed the commander of the jeep when he got oft'. 
The army spokesman said the incident took place near the j 
settlement of Eilon Moreh. The soldier was lightly wound- 
ed, and one of the other soldiers shot the Palestinian dead, 
the spokesman said. A Palestinian official identified the dead 
man as Muath Alawni. 17. a factory worker. 


million for 
settlements 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Bcnyamin 
Netanyahu has asked parlia- 
ment for another SI 6 mil- 
lion to expand Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank, 
officials said Tuesday. 

The funds, to be approved 
by the finance committee 
under the control of Mr. 
Netanyahu's right-wing 
coalition in the Knesset, are 
aimed at building infra- 
structure in the settlements, 
parliamentary sources said. 

The commission already 
approved Monday an addi- 
tional $26 million to build 
housing in the settlements. 

Members of Israel's 
Labour opposition party, 
including former Finance 
Minister Avraham Shohat. 
denounced the government, 
which they void "preferred 
to invest in the settlements 
instead of poor areas." 

Mr. Shohat added dial die 
government was also 
"putting the peace process 
with the Palestinians in dan- 
ger." 

Mr. Netanyahu broke 
from rhe policy of the previ- 
ous Labour government and 
began a drive to expand 
Jewish settlements in occu- 
pied Palestinian lands after 
he was elected last year. 

The expansion plans, 
including the construction 
of new housing in occupied 
Arab east Jerusalem, has 
brought the peace process 
with die Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) to the 
verge of collapse. 


PNA-Israel reach 
breakthrough on 
talks — Levy 


By Tartq Ay you b 

h 1 liw Jordan Tiou-\ 

AMMAN — Israeli For- 
eign Minister David Levy 
Tuesday said that Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators 
succeeded in reaching a 
breakthrough on the stalled 
peace process during their 
talks in occupied Jerusalem 
tin Monday. 

Mr. Levy said that Israel 
and Lhe Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) have 
agreed to resume their talks 
soon, but did nut give a 
date. 

"During our meeting in 
Jerusalem with Dr. [Nubill 
Shaath, we decided to 
resume talks of the joint 
committees. This is a very 
important step forward." 
Mr. Le\y said in a joint 
press conference with his 
Jordanian counterpart. 
Fayez Tarawneh, following 
his meeting with His 
Majesty King Hussein at 
the Royal Court. 

The Israeli minister said 
that the "Palestinian 
Authority has to work hard 
to stop terrorism and vio- 
lence” and added that the 
two sides "will work to 
clear the atmosphere which 
would give an impetus for 
peace in the region.” 

"Despite all hurdles, we 
will carry on in our task. 
We want to work together 
to overcome the problems 
of this stage to implement 
the agreements between 
us,” said Mr. Levy. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. w'ho met with Mr. 
Levy, called upon Israel to 
"stop the policies and prac- 
tices that hinder peace 
process progress.” Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

His Majesty emphasised 
on the necessity to over- 
come obstacles that impede 
Israel's talks with the 
Palestinians. 

Following Mr. Levy's 
arrival at the Royal Court. 
His Majesty held a closed- 
door meeting with the 
Israeli minister which was 
followed by an expanded 
meeting that was attended 
by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Jordanian and Israeli offi- 
cials. 

Dr. Tarawneh said that 
Jordan was satisfied with 
the "progress" achieved 
between the Palestinian 
minister for planning and 
international cooperation. 
Nabil Shaath, and Mr. 
Levy. 

"Our main concern is the 
progress on the Palestin- 


ian- Israeli track. We were 
encouraged by the recent 
development*." Dr. 

Tarawneh said. 

“We do not think that 
they >hould only concen- 
trate on the two or three 
issue* of the airport, the 
harbour and the sale pas- 
sage. but I think that issues 
like prisoners, redeploy- 
ment and also issues of 
security, which i* a main 
concern for Israel and the 
Palestinians.” should be 
discussed, he said. 

"Because those (issuesl 
would then lead the two 
parties to solid grounds 
when they lace the hotter 
issues of the final status 
| talks]” Mr. Tarawneh 
stud. 

■We warn to activate the 
trilateral relationship 
between the Israelis. Pales- 
tinians and the Jordanians 
because, ultimately, we 
huve to look at this triangle 
as the core.” he added. 

But "definitely, this is a 
serious attempt to put the 
process in the right per- 
spective. We consider this a 
confidence building mea- 
sure that would lead to a 
positive result” he empha- 
sised. 

Dr. Tarawneh said the 
other concern of Jordan is 
"bilateral relations. We 
believe that w-e can 
improve the mechanism of 
implementing many of the 
unimplemented issues or 
weak implementation of 
issues, like trade for exam- 
ple. or the issues of the Jor- 
dan Rift Valley, which we 
do not believe is a project 
oriented concept. It is more 
global and wider than just a 
mere small project;' Dr. 
Tarawneh added. 

"We are satisfied with the 
implementation of such 
provisions [of the peace 
treaty] but we still have to 
look at matters especially 
of economic nature, and we 
will hopefully have the 
time today.” he said. 

“We agreed that we will 
have direct channels of 
communications between 
the two foreign ministers in 
addition of course to the 
diplomatic channel," Dr. 
Tarawneh added. 

The Israeli minister said 
that the talks he held with 
Jordanian officials “were 
held in a positive atmos- 
phere with an intention to 
develop our bilateral rela- 
tionship 


(Continued on page 2) 


Bedouins in Israel 
prefer prison to 
military service 


TEL AVIV (AFPi — 
Almost half of Bedouin 
youths living in Israel 
believe the Jewish state has 
no right to exist and three 
quarters of them would risk 
prison rather than do mili- 
tary service, according to a 
survey published Tuesday. 

Of those polled. 70 per 
cent said they feel more 
Palestinian than Israeli and 
55 per cent said they would 
prefer to live in an Arab 
state or in the West Bank, 
while 48 per cent believe 
the state of Israel does not 
have the right to exist. 

Some 75 per cent would 
also rather go to prison than 
serve with the Israeli army, 
according to the survey by 


the University of Beersheba 
of 351 bedouin youths liv- 
ing in the Negev desert in 
southern Israel. 

In Israel. Arabs are 
exempt from doing military 
service but some bedouins 
serve voluntarily, mainly as 
trackers. 

Around S5.000 bedouins 
live in the Negev, of whom 
more than half live in tents, 
and another 3S.000 live in 
the north of Israel. 

For years. Israel has been 
encouraging them to settle 
but many want to maintain 
their traditional nomadic 
lifestyle, which has pro- 
voked numerous conflicts 
over land ownership. 
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Iraq will increase rice, 


lentils in August ration 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqis 
will receive more rice and 
lentils in their monthly 
ration starting in August, the 
government announced 
Tuesday. 

The Trade Ministry, which 
oversees food distribution, 
said that rice will be 
increased to 2.5 kilo- 
grammes from two kilo- 
grammes while lentils will 
be doubled to one kilogram, 
according to the official 
Iraqi News Agency (TNA). 

August will be the second 
consecutive month in wbicb : 
Iraq's 20 million people get 


all nine food and cleaning 
items agreed to under the 
U . N .-approved oi I-for-food 
programme. 

Iraq has been under UJM. 
sanctions that prohibit the 
sale of its oil since its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
which set off the Gulf war. 
The U.N. Security Council 
has said the sanctions will 
not be lifted until Iraq has 
eliminated its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Limited oil sales began 
last December under the 
special oil-for-food pro- 
gramme. with proceeds ear- 


marked for food and medi- 
cine for Iraq’s 20 million 
people. 

In addition to rice and 
lentils, the monthly ration 
includes nine kilogrammes 
of flour, two kilogrammes 
of sugar, one kilogrammes 
of cooking oil, 150 grammes 
of tea. 150 grammes of salt, 
350 grammes of detergent 
and 250 grammes of soap. 

Parents with infants are 
eligible for milk rations, too. 

The Uni red Nations had 
been pressing for the 
increase in rice and lentils 
for August, but the govern- 


ment had hesitated on 
grounds it did not have suffi- 
cient supplies in its ware- 
houses. 

Iraq has repeatedly com- 
plained of slow deliveries 
under the oil-for-food pro- 
gramme and charged that 
the United States was hold- 
ing up the approval of food 
contracts at U.N. headquar- 
ters. 

The government said earli- 
er this month that Iraq has 
received 1.1 million tonnes 
of food so far — half of 
what it has issued contracts 
for. 


4 Tehran municipal officials 
accused of corruption arrested 


TEHRAN fR) — Iran- 
ian police have arrested 
four senior officials of 
the Tehran municipality 
for alleged financial cor- 
ruption, Iranian newspa- 
pers reported on Tues- 
day. 

The English language 
Iran News and Iran 
Daily said among those 
arrested were Tehran 
municipality's financial 
and administrative 
director, its security 
chief and the mayor of a 
Tehran suburb. 

They did not say who 
the fourth official was. 

“Those arrested face 
accusations of financial 
corruption in connection 
with their duties," Iran 
News said. 

Iran Daily said the 
arrests followed recent 
calls by senior clerics 
and supreme leader. 


Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
declaring “war on finan- 
cial corruption and ille- 
gally acquired for- 
tunes.” 

Iranian leaders have 
called for tough action 
against corruption fol- 
lowing a series of trials 
for embezzlement and 
fraud at state agencies 
and banks in recent 
years. 

Ayatollah Khamenei 
earlier this month called 
for stepping up the fight 
against corruption in 
Iran and rejected sug- 
gestions that tough 
action might discourage 
investors. 

One of Iran's leading 
clerics, Ayatollah 
Ahmad Jannati. on Fri- 
day called for swift tri- 
als for people who had 
amassed legendary 
wealth overnight. He 


said conventional court 
procedures took too 
long. 

The anti-corruption 
drive has taken a politi- 
cal turn with hardline 
and conservative Islamic 
newspapers and parlia- 
ment deputies calling 
for investigations into 
moderate officials close 
to outgoing president. 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani and president-elect 
Mohammad Khatami, 
who takes over on Aug. 
3. 

Iran News said Tehran 
Mayor Gholam Hussein 
Karbaschi was a sup- 
porter of Mr. Khatami 
and had been accused of 
mismanagement by 
hardline conservatives 
defeated in the elec- 
tions. 


Kuwait sizes up artillery deal in China 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) 
— A Kuwaiti technical 
team is in China to dis- 
cuss a potential artillery 
contract for which South 
Africa, Britain and the 
United States are also 
bidding, Western indus- 
trial sources said Tues- 
day. 

The technical team, 
including members of a 
special committee 

assessing the multi-mil- 
lion dollar deal, left for 
China last week to seek 
clarification on several 
points, including the per- 
formance of the Chinese 
gun, the sources said. 

The Chinese are offer- 
ing their PLZ 45 in com- 
petition with the British 
AS90, South African G6 
and Ml 09 A6 Paladin of 
the United States. All the 
pieces are self-propelled. 


155mm Howitzers. 

Kuwait is seeking guns 
for up to three battalions 
or up to 72 pieces, which 
could be worth as much 
as $600 million if sup- 
port equipment is includ- 
ed, the sources said. 

Parliament's finance 
and economic committee 
said Sunday it discussed 
the artillery deal as part 
of a review of the 
defence ministry budget 
for 1997-1998 and the 
rearmament plans. But 
no further details were 
given. 

Kuwait has said no 
decision on the deal has 
been taken, but Western 
analysts say Kuwait may 
be under pressure from 
China, a permanent 
member of the U.N. 
Security Council, to buy 
the Chinese weapon. 


Beijing denies this. 

China has yet to win a 
contract in Kuwait's 12- 
year. $12 billion rearma- 
ment drive launched 
after the 1991 Gulf war. 
when Iraqi troops were 
expelled from the emi- 
rate by a U.S.-led multi- 
national coalition. 

British and U.S. offi- 
cials, during visits here, 
have stressed that any 
gun chosen should be 
able to operate alongside 
other equipment bought 
for Kuwait's armed 
forces. 

U.S.. British and 
French equipment have 
so far dominated the 
arms sales. 


Egypt 

building 

largest 


prison m 

Middle 

East 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt is 
building a prison that it says 
will be the largest in the 
Middle East, a senior Interi- 
or Ministry official said 
Tuesday. 

Brigadier Nabil Siyam, 
who is responsible for pris- 
ons, told Egypt's Middle 
East News Agency (MENA) 
that the new facility at BuTg 
Ai Arab, 200 kilometres 
northwest of Cairo, will be 
ready by the end of the year. 

“The new prison, which 
will includes 32 wards, can 
take up to 12,000 prisoners 
and comply with health, psy- 
chological and social dimen- 
sions,” Brig. Siyam said. 

Brig. Siyam said the aim 
was to build prisons far 
away from residential areas. 
He said that the land of pris- 
ons being closed in urban 
areas would be auctioned to 
get funds for “modem pris- 
ons.” 

International human rights 
groups, including the Lon- 
don-based Amnesty Interna- 
tiona]. have accused Egypt 
of detaining thousands of 
people on suspicion they are 
members of outlawed 
Islamist militant groups or 
their supporters. Under 
Egypt’s emergency laws, 
they can be held for months 
without charge or trial. 

The human rights groups 
have charged that prisoners 
often are mistreated and 
sometimes tortured. 

Brig. Siyam denied that 
mistreatment took place in 
Egypt’s prisons. 



NEW POLITICAL ROADS OPENED: An Iraqi bus chartered by a private company and carrying around 

ween Syria and Iraq have wanned over tfte 


30 Iraqi businessmen heads to Syria, Tuesday. Relations between 
ld!st three months and their border has reopened to businessmen after a closure of 15 years (AFP photo) 



£2£.; 


^W* eie Cnt Corporatio 

>; Jadid fc 




Israeli army unprepared for war — report 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli army is ill-prepared 
for war and vulnerable to 
attacks by biological or 
chemical weapons because 
of a shortage of hinds, 
according to a report Tues- 
day. 

“(The army] is not ready 
to go to a new war and its 
rear defence is not protect- 
ed against an attack by 
non-conventional weapons 
because of a lack of funds,” 
the officer said in a report 
to a parliamentary defence 
sub-committee. 

The report, which high- 
lights problems of outdated 
equipment and weapons 
shortages, comes a week 
after the righr-wing gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 


voted to slash $57 million 
from defence spending, 
amid rising tensions in the 
Middle East. 

Army Chief of Staff Gen- 
eral Amnon Shahak said 
the lack of funds “threatens 
the army's preparations for 
war.” 

Gen. Shahak warned that 
Syria is preparing “a mili- 
tary offensive option" and 
that Israel must be con- 
cerned about the develop- 
ment of long-range mis- 
siles of up to 1,300 kilome- 
tres by Iran. 

“The army could still win 
all its wars, but it must 
have the means to bring 
about victory more easily," 
Gen. Shahak said. 

The officer's report said 
the army has to use obso- 


lete vehicles and is suffer- 
ing a shortage of ammuni- 
tion in its emergency sup- 
plies. In addition, some 
weapons are outdated, 
threatening the efficiency 
of tanks and artillery. 

The number of tr ainin g 
days for some fighting 
units has been reduced by 
two-thirds from previous 
years and the number of 
operational combat heli- 
copters has also been cut, it 
said. 

In addition, spending to 
protect Israel from possible 
attack by chemical or bio- 
logical weapons has been 
limited this year to just $6 
million compared with $30 
million in previous years. 

The army says it needs an 
extension of S430 million 


over the next two to three 
years to return to previous 
military levels. 

Labour opposition MP 
Ephraim Sneh, a sub-com- 
mittee member, slammed 
the government for “bring- 
ing us closer to war by its 
policies but not giving the 
army the means to confront 
the danger.” 

The defence spending 
cuts announced last 
Wednesday formed part of 
an overall $230 million 
budget cut for 1997 and. 
have been shaiply criti- 
cised by Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai. 

The Israeli defence bud- 
get has been forecast at 
$8.6 billion a year, includ- 
ing $1.8 billion of U.S. 
aid. 
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PNA-Israel reach breakthrough 
on talks — Levy 

(Continued from page 1) 


and to cooperate to 
speed up the peace 
process and improve 
ties that would enable 
us to live in a peaceful 
atmosphere." 

“We agreed that the 
contacts between the 
two sides will be direct 
and in a continuous 
manner. We will work 
together to overcome 
the hurdles and reach an 
understanding to 

enhance the relationship 
between the two coun- 
tries." Mr. Levy said. 

Mr. Levy said that 
Israel wants to make 
peace with Syria but 
said that peace with 
Damascus will only be 
possible under certain 
conditions. 

“The ambition of the 


Israeli government is to 
reach peace with Syria. 
We believe that the talks 
with the Palestinians are 
not enough," he said. 

“Our ultimate objec- 
tive [concerning Syria] 
is to stop attacks in 
southern Lebanon and 
to reach a point where 
we can discuss a future 
where there is no threats 
or negative stimulation 
that could bring preven- 
tive reactions/’ Mr. 
Levy added. 

The Israeli minister 
congratulated His 
Majesty the King on the 
victory of the King- 
dom's national soccer 
team over Syria and 
“hoped that Israel 
would manage to 
accomplish a good 
result in soccer as Jor- 
dan has done/’ 


While settlements go on, PNA .... 
slides back to negotiations table 
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( Continued from page 1) 


Israel was supposed to 
carry out from parts of 
the West Bank still 
under its control by 
mid- 1998. 

The redeployments 
were suspended when 
Israel proposed to hand 
over a further two per- 
cent of the West Bank to 
self-rule in its First 
phase in March and the 
Palestinians rejected the 
redeployment as too 
small. 

But events will come 
to a head once more 
over the issue of Final- 
status talks, which are 
supposed to determine 
the central issues of the 
peace process, including 
the shape and powers of 
a Palestinian entity. 

“As it stands, there is 


not enough to create 
conditions allowing the 
Palestinians to return to 
final-status negotia- 
tions," Mr. Shakaki 
said. 

Israel has given little 
indication it will stop or 
even suspend wide- 
spread expansion of set- 
tlements in the West 
Bank or construction at 
Jabel Abu Ghneim, he 
said. 

“Perhaps privately it 
has shown some flexi- 
bility on slowing down 
the pace of settlements,” 
Mr. Shakaki said. 

"But we cannot be 
sure the final-status 
talks will even be held. 
If there is progress on 
the interim issues, it 
may come just as the 
next crisis erupts,” he 
said. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:35 French Programmes 

16:05 Neighbours 

16:30 Spell Binder 

17:30 Forests of the World 

18:00 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:30 .News Headlines 

19:35 Step by Step 

20:00 Soldier’s Diary 

20:30 Challenges 

21:10 Spencer For Hire 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Land’s End 

23:15 American Gothic 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:15 


05:44 

(Sunrise)Duha 

12:42 


16:23 


19:40 


21:09 



CHURCHES 
SL Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sanaa Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 


771751. 

Amman International 

Church Tel. 5516245 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 81 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Deportment of Meteorology 
Moderate summer weather 
conditions will prevail with 
clouds appearing at low alti- 
tudes and winds northwesterly 
moderate io active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

Amman 1 8/29 

Aqaba 26/37 

Deserts 17/34 

Jordan Valley 24/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30, Aqaba 38 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 45 per 
cent, Aqaba 35 per cenL 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Abbas AI Hakim S85446 

Dr. Arafat AI Ashhab 602507 

Dr. Ay-man AI Muhtaseb 875748 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Firas pharmacy .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...S902S0 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

AI SaJam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shine isani pharmacy 637660 

Natron kb pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy S47632 

IRRID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir ..276852 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ya’coab AI Khatib .991772 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 63034 1 

Civil Defence Emergency 1 99 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 61 7 1 01 

Blood Bank 77512) 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605300 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 


plaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
66 II 0 1 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricitv Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
SI 38 13/32 

KhaJidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas. J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmelsani Hospital 6691 3 1 
University Hospital 845845 
Ai-Muasfaer Hospital667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdafi 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muh^reen777 101/3 

AJ -Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marks. 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa GovL Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital(09)986732 
Ai Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBED: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafces Hospital" 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


Flights 

08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

09:25 Dubai. Ahu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah f RJ) 

10:15 Laranca (RJ) 

10:45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

15:55 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:30 Madrid (RJ) 

17:40 ..Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

18:05 .Istanbul (RJ) 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

l8:4U...Brusse!s. Geneva (RJ) 

19:05 Rome (RJ) 

, 19:10 ...Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

19:10 London, Berlin (RJ) 

20:30 Zagreb (add) (RJ) 

00:15 Beirut (RJ) 

01:05 Cairo (RJ) 

04:25 Singapore. Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 


23:20 Istanbul tTK) 

23:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

23‘30 Athens (OA) 

05:15. Ankara (TK) 

07:50 Amsterdam(GA) 

Royal Wings iRW) 

08:45 Aqaba (RW) 

10:05 ..Amman (QAIA) iRW) 
10:50 Amman (Marha Air- 
port) (RW) 

18:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

19:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

22:20 Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marks .Air- 
port) (RW) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Other Flights 


09:15 

11:00 


Karachi. Abu Dhabi fPK) 
...Sanaa. Huduidah (IY> 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 


12:00 

13:00 

13:10 

13:15.. 

Jeddah (SV) 

AI’ Arish (PF) 

Doha. Ahu Dhabi (GF) 

13:50 

14:30 

15:05 

16:20 


16:30 


17:00 


19:30... 

.Jstanbul. Damascus (PK) 

20:40 



21:10 Bciru(fME) 

21:10 ... Paris. Damascus (A F) 


DEPARTURES 

09:00 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

10:50 Rome (RJ) 

11:45 Zagreb (RJ) 

11:45 Berlin. London (RJ) 

12:45 Jstanbul (RJ) 

20:10 Colombo (RJ) 

20:35 Beirut (RJi 

21:00 „...Ncw Delhi (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:10 ..Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

21:15 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJJ 

21:50 Bombay (RJ) 

22:05 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

23:00 Bahrain (RJ) 

23:45 ....................Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:50 Lamaca (CY) 


08:45 Beirut (ME) 

08:50 Amsterdam (GA) 

09:25 London (BA) 

10:00 Damascus, Istanbul (PK) 
12:00... Hudaidah, Sanaa (IY) 

13:30 Jeddah (SV) 

14:00 AI ‘Arish (PF) 

14:00 ..Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

14:15 Cairo (MS) 

15:10 „....Tcl Aviv (LY) 

15:30 .Tunis (TU) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:20 Shariqah I AH) 

17:45 Dubai (EK) 

17:50 Doha (QR) 

20:15 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

21:40 „Denpasar (GA) 

23:55 .. Damascus. Paris (AF) 
00:25 Damascus. Amsteidan) (KL) 

00:25 Ankara (TK) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:15 Istanbul (TK) 


Royal Wings IRW) 

07:45 Amman (Marka Air- 

port) (RW) 

09:15 .Aqaba (RW) 

10 JO ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
17:45 ...-Amman (Marita Air- 
port) (RWj 

18:55 „...Tel Aviv (RW) 

21:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
22:50 Aqaba (RW) j 
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Princess opens seminar in Salt 


SALT (Pure) — HRH Princess SumayaBim A1 Hassan 
Tuesday opened a two-day seminar in Salt regarding the 
ciftVjristmy, cunent situation and future aspirations. 

The seminar was organised by AI Urdun A1 Jadid 
Research Centre in conjunction with tfae Sah Municipality 
and the Salt Development Corporation (SDQ. 

Director of Al Urdun AT Jadid Research Centre Haiti 
Hourani explained that the seminar; the first of its kind to 
cover Sait, win include a comprehensive historical study of 

the city. 

As the first town founded in the Kingdom, its status as a 
commercial centre and its role m economic and cultural 
development are key to atbarough understanding of Jor- 
dan, Mr. Hourani staled 

He expressed hope thm urban institutions, both govern- 
menial and private, would coordinate their work to assist 
residents and promote public service. 


Salt Mayor Hani Kbreisat also addressed the opening ses- 
sion as did SDC Chairman Marwan Hmoud who under- 
lined the city's role in Jordan’s economic, cultural and 
social life. 

Princess Sumaya, deputising for HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, led the seminar’s discussions which covered Sait's his- 
torical role, architecture, the city's municipality, heritage 
and urban planning and organisation. 

Several reports are also to cover tourist, industrial, educa- 
tional. health and environmental issues as well as Sait's 
infrastructure. 

Other papers will discuss the role of women, youth and 
sports in die city's development. 

The meeting is to conclude Wednesday with a roundtable 
to be attended by Balqa senators and deputies io discuss 
residential services and comprehensive development. 


Children’s Congress petitions for freedom of 
passage in Arab World, youth parliaments 


By Nadia Mokfells 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Freedom of 
passage between Arab 
countries ami a youth par- 
liament in each, were the 
major solicitations of the 
17lh Arab Children’s Con- 
gress which dosed yester- 
day at the Royal Cohnral 
Centre (RCC). 

The congress, according 
to Director Una Tab 
reflected the unity and sol- 
idarity of Arab countries as 
demonstrated by activities 
and plays illustrating die 
aspirations of a future gen- 
eration. 

The congress is a unique 
cultural event which con- 
siders children's input in 
providing a stronger gener- 
ation. capable of facing 
future challenges, Ms. Tal 
affirmed. 

The closing ceremony 
included a play, performed 
by all of the participating 


children, expressing unity 
and ideas for creating a 
better future. 

The play was directed by 
Iraqi artist. Sa’ad Abbas. 

Each child received cer- 
tificates and presents con- 
ferred by HRH Prince 
Hamza Ben Al Hussein on 
behalf of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, patron of the 
event 

The children also pre- 
sented gifts to the Prince as 
a means of expressing their 
thanks to Jordan, its 
national role and concern 
with youth-related issues. 

They expressed their 
appreciation to the Queen 
and stated their hopes that 
the annual event might 
help refine future Arab 
generations. 

The Queen initiated the 
Arab Children's Congress 
following the 1980 Arab 
Summit Conference in 
Amman. 

Panic i pants stated that 


the expression, discussion 
and exchange of views 
concerning the challenges 
and ambitions of the chil- 
dren’s future strengthened 
bonds and illuminated 
prospective visions. 

The children petitioned 
for freedom of passage 
within the Arab World, Lite 
formation of youth parlia- 
ments, responsible for prin 
viding officials with infor- 
mation regarding educa- 
tion. and requested that 
foreign languages and 
computer skills be taught 
in school at earlier stages. 

They also asked that all 
Arab children be provided 
with free medical insur- 
ance as well as cultural and 
recreational clubs. 

The congress emphasised 
the importance of educa- 
tion as well as discourag- 
ing young children from 
quitting school to work and 
eliminating drug abuse. 

The congress, which last- 


ed ten days, included dele- 
gations from 12 Arab coun- 
tries. 

The theme of the conven- 
tion was "Challenges and 
Ambitions of Future Arab 
Generations," and featured 
diverse programmes of 
activities which included 
brainstorming sessions 
with specialists on the role 
of various media in pro- 
moting Arab culture and 
cross-cultural understand- 
ing. 

The young participants 
visited archaeological sites 
in Petra and Um Qais. 

The objectives behind the 
congress were to unite 
Arabs, promote dialogue 
and exchange ideas to 
forge bonds of friendship 
while cultivating activities, 
reflection and action to 
promote peace, under- 
standing, solidarity and tol- 
erance, Ms. Tal concluded. 


JCO inaugurates dairy plant 
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KARAK (Petra) — The Jordan Coop- 
erative Organisation <JCO) this week 
inaugurated a dairy processing plant 
in.the town of Adar, in the Karak gov- 
emorate, financed by the World Food 
Programme (WFP). 

Addressing the inauguration cere- 
mony, JCO Director General Khaled 
Thyyeb confirmed that the WFP 
offered JD 200.000 to finance the 
plant which is slated to maintain a 
daily production capacity of 4,000 
litres. 


“This plant is the fruit of coopera- 
tion between the JCO, the Jordanian 
Cooperative Societies and the WFP to 
help fanners produce superior milk 
products,” Mr. Tayycb stated. 

The plant will also produce cheese, 
dried yoghurt and cooking fat, he said. 

WFP Representative Mustafa Milad 
described the project as capable of 
producing dairy products to meet the 
entire region's needs. 

Plants similar to this one will be set 
up in Ma’an, Salt and Madaba, in 


addition to a smaller size plant in Deir 
Alia, Mr. Miiad affirmed. 

Jordan’s cooperation with the WFP 
dates back 25 years, he added. 

According to Mr. Milad, the WFP 
plans to develop projects to increase 
agricultural output, develop pastures 
for cattle breeding and other related 
projects. 

The implementation of tjiese pro- 
posals has an estimated cost of JD 16 
million. 


Jordan, Cyprus to pool tourism efforts 


NICOSIA (Petra) — Cypriot President Glafcos derides 
Tuesday stated that Cyprus and Jordan might successfully 
combine efforts to increase tourism to both countries. 

In a meeting with Speaker of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Sa’d Hayel Snout; currently visiting Cyprus, Mr. 
Clerides stated that Jordan and Cyprus hold great tourism 
potential and might both intensify cooperation and 
exchange official visits to achieve this goal 

He also expressed Cypriot appreciation of Jordanian 
endeavours towards a just and comprehensive regional 
peace. 

Mr. Srour outlined the general political situation in the 
Middle East and Jordan’s policy regarding same. 

The speaker met earlier with die Cypriot foreign minister, 


who expressed his country’s desire to promote links with 
the Arab World. 

He briefed his hosts on parliamentary life in Jordan as 
well as the Kingdom’s endeavours to achieve a comprehen- 
sive regional peace. 

Mr. Srour, accompanied by deputies Abdul Karim Dugh- 
mi and Aref Bataineh, met with his Cypriot counterpart and 
parliament members as well as heads of local political par- 
ties. 

The group discussed the Middle East peace process and 
Jewish settlement plans in Jerusalem. 

Agreement was reached between the two sides to launch 
joint efforts to further economic and parliamentary rela- 
tions. 
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‘Government to replace sugar, rice, 
powdered milk subsidies with cash’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — The government 
will replace its present subsidy of 
sugar, rice and powdered milk with 
cash for limited-income groups, as 
stipulated by a Cabinet decision Tues- 
day. 

A total of 720 fils per person, per 
month, starting in October, will be the 
allocated amount, it said. 

The following is a summary of the 
Cabinet’s meeting as reported by act- 
ing Minister of State for Information 
Affairs Nasser Lawzi: 

Food coupons, issued earlier by the 
Ministry of Supply and enabling the 
public to purchase the three commodi- 
ties at subsidised prices, will be 
retrieved and cash subsidies will be 
offered in their stead. 

Limited-income groups which earn 
less than JD 500 monthly have 
received government subsidies and 
food coupons since 1991 that they 
might purchase milk, rice and sugar ai 
reduced prices. 

The Cabinet, meeting under the 
chairmanship of acting Prime Minis- 
ter Abdullah Ensour. reviewed the 


Kingdom's general strategic food 
reserves and reaffirmed its determina- 
tion to continue with plans to enable 
the private sector to participate in 
securing same. 

However, the Ministry of Supply 
will continue to act, whenever deemed 
necessary, to prevent monopoly of 
food supplies and to secure food and 
animal feed reserves in sufficient 
quantities. 

Ministry warehouses will duly store 
a three-month supply of wheat 
reserves, a two-month supply of rice 
reserves and a one-month supply of 
sugar reserv es as a precautionary mea- 
sure in the ease of any national emer- 
gency or shortage in local markets. 

The Cabinet also approved the cre- 
ation of a special fund to finance road 
maintenance and develop a consultan- 
cy board for that fund prior to intro- 
ducing legislation to be approved by 
Parliament. 

The Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing will direct the fund's 12- 
member board and group public and 
private sector representatives therein. 


The Cabinet also formed Jordan’s 
delegation to the joint Jordanian- 
Malaysian committee to be led by 
Minister of Foreign .Affairs Fayez 
Tarawneh. 

The group will facilitate the opening 
of a Jordanian embassy there. 

It also approved the formation of a 
Jordanian delegation, to be led by 
Minister of Planning Rimu KhaJaf. to 
attend a governors of the World Bank 
meeting, due to convene in Hons 
Kong on September 20. 

The Cabinet will announce tenders 
to attract consultancy services to help 
the Ministry of Transport and 
Telecommunications implement a 
railway project, linking Amman with 
Zarqa and Sweileh. 

It approved a European Investment 
bank loan, totalling S600.000. to be 
used by the Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation for the preparation of designs 
and tender documents for a Greater 
Amman Municipality tGAM) water 
scheme. 


‘1998 dedicated to aiding the disabled’ 


AJLOUN l Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Social Development 
Mohammad Mamser 
Tuesday affirmed that bis 
ministry would dedicate 
1998 to caring for the dis- 
abled as it would for other 
less privileged groups. 

Addressing an Ajloun 
branch of a General Union 
of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) meeting. Dr. 
Mamser asserted that spe- 
cial attention will be 
focused on destitute fami- 
lies, especially those which 
include members who are 
in some way handicapped, 
suffer from broken ties, 
juvenile delinquents, indi- 
gent senior citizens, per- 
sons suffering from illness 
or children. 

At least 80.000 disabled 


persons in Jordan remain 
bereft of medical care. Dr. 
Mamser stated. 

Therefore, non-govern- 
mental organisations, 
including GUVS, must join 
with the ministry’ to aid 
those in need, he main- 
tained. 

In addition to the 33.000 
families which currently 
receive financial aid from 
the National Aid Fund 
(NAF), the Ministry of 
Social Development esti- 
mates another 40,000 fami- 
lies as eligible for govern- 
mental assistance. Dr. 
Mamser said. 

Over the past decade, the 
NAF has allocated JD 500 
million in cash aid to both 
the poor and unemployed 
and the fund is determined 


to continue this mission, he 
added. 

Through the government- 
planned social security 
package, the ministry hopes 
to facilitate self-reliance 
among the needy through 
small -sized income gener- 
ating projects. Dr. Mamser 
explained. 

The package has desig- 
nated JD 500 million to 
redress poverty in stages, 
he added. 

GUVS Executive Presi- 
dent Abdullah Khatib con- 
firmed that GUVS has dis- 
tributed 4,000 sewing 
machines to homemakers 
seeking to improve their 
standard of living as well as 
that of their families. 

While GUVS will pursue 
this traditional assistance, it 


also plans lo increase aid in 
order to help families initi- 
ate small businesses, he 
stated. 

Last month. Dr. Mamser 
reported that families com- 
posed of seven members, 
whose combined income 
amounts to JD SO or less 
will receive an additional 
JD 60 a month from the 
fund in order to improve 
their standard of living. 

A family whose main 
income earner is elderly 
and/or unemployed, and 
has children aged between 
18 and 21. will receive a loan 
to initiate a small business 
or be covered by the social 
safety package programme, 
he said. 


Yugoslav Airlines to resume flights to Amman 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — Yugoslav Airlines (JU) will resume once- 
weekly flights to Jordan from Belgrade, beginning August 9, 
according to both the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and JU 
Commercial Officer in Amman Hanna Petro Tuesday. 

“Initially we will operate a single weekly flight between the 
two countries, however flights could increase depending on the 
volume of air traffic between Yugoslavia and Jordan," Mr. Petro 
stated. 

He told the Jordan Times that JU flights to Amman were sus- 
pended in 1992 following U.N. air sanctions stemming from the 
then war in the Balkans. 

According to the CAA, the agreement on the resumption of 
flights followed contacts with the Yugoslav Civil Aviation 


Authority as UJM. sanctions have since been lifted. 

“JU flights will be conducted in cooperation with Royal Jor- 
danian (RJ) (Jordan's national air carrier).' Mr. Petro con- 
firmed. 

Royal Jordanian will not operate any flights to Belgrade for 
the moment, he added. 

Before the UN. sanctions. Royal Jordanian operated a single 
weekly flight between Amman and Belgrade. Mr. Petro stated. 

The resumption of the flights will encourage tourism and the 
economy in both countries as it will Jordanian students study- 
ing in Yugoslav universities, he added. 

A renewed air alliance will also increase bilateral trade, he 
concluded. 


European Union Baroque Orchestra 
to perform in Jerash, Amman 



The European Union Baroque Orchestra for 1997 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
European Union (EU) is 
marking its first-time par- 
ticipation in the Jerash 
Festival with two concerts 
by the European Union 
Baroque Orchestra 
(EUBO) on Aug. 3 al the 
North Theatre and Aug. 4 
at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre (RCC) in Amman. 

According to a statement 
by the Delegation of the 
Commission of the Euro- 
pean Communities in Jor- 
dan, the orchestra was cre- 
ated in 1985 as part of the 
European Music Year and 
has since continued as a 
training initiative of the 
European Parliament and 
European Commission 
(EC). 

Through the financial 
support of the EC and 
principle sponsor, Mat- 
sushita Electric Europe, 
the orchestra trains talent- 
ed young postgraduate 
musicians from ail over 
the European Union, who 
are on the threshold of a 
career in the expanding 
field of Baroque music. 

Each year, a completely 
new orchestra is chosen 
from the most talented 
young students who are 
setting out on professional 
careers as Baroque 
Orchestral musicians, the 
statement said. 

Selected by audition, the 
25 players are members of 
the orchestra for six 
months, commencing with 
training and rehearsals in 
preparation for a wide- 
ranging international tour 
of concerts in collabora- 
tion with the world’s finest 
directors. 


This year’s orchestra 
contains 10 different 
nationalities — Austrian. 
British, Danish, Dutch. 
Finnish, French, German. 
Italian, Spanish and 
Swedish — with an aver- 
age age of 25. 

Under the supervision of 
the Music Director Roy 
Goodman, the players 
were selected in April in 
France and trained by a 
highly integrated team of 
specialists, each of whom 
is at the top of the profes- 
sion: Margaret Faultless 
and Lucy van Dael (vio- 
lin), Martin Kelly ( viola), 
Jaap Der Linden (cello), 
Maggie Urquhart (double 
bass), Marten Root (flute), 
Katharine Arfken (oboe), 
Marc Vallon (bassoon) 


and Lars Ulrik Mortensen 
(keyboard). 

Some of the instruments 
and bows used by the 
orchestra are recently- 
made precise copies of 
instruments dating from 
the early 18th century, the 
statement said. 

Other instruments are 
originals dating from 17th. 
18th and 19th centuries — 
the double bass hails from 
the 19th century as do two 
violins, one violin dates 
back to the 17th century, 
three violins from the 18th 
century as does one cello. 

In 1996. the EUBO fea- 
tured concerts in Belgium, 
Denmark, for the Cultural 
Capital Celebrations, 
France, Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, the Netherlands. 


Portugal, Spain, and the 
United Kingdom. Debut 
performances were in 
South Africa and 
Botswana, as well as tours 
to Cyprus. Israel and 
Turkey, under the auspices 
of the EC delegations in 
those countries. 

This year, the EUBO 
will be visiting Jordan 
Syria, Tunisia and East 
Jerusalem for the first 
time, and making return 
visits to most of the EU 
countries and Estonia and 
Hungary. 

The concert programme 
in Jerash and Amman will 
include Vivaldi, Telemann. 
Quantz, Heinichen, 
Rameau, Bach, Corelli 
and Handel, according to 
the statement. 
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ast-West clash on rights, 
urma closes ASEAN talks 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — ASEAN and its top JO part- 
ners closed annual talks here Tuesday with an East-West 
clash on human rights and persistent differences over how 
to handle Burma. 

The three days of meetings between the nine-member 
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its 
Western and regional partners also pointed up an East- West 
conflict over the currency crisis besetting South East Asian 
states. 

The Asians Tuesday backed a review of the 1948 Univer- 
sal Declaration on Human Rights, which Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohammad said was formulated by 
“superpowers which did not understand the needs of poor 
countries." 

But a U.S. official warned such a move could “dilute or 
undermine" human rights which were “universal values." 

The U.S. and European Union delegations also refused to 
drop their differences with their Asian counterparts over 
relations with Burma. [ 

Western nations reluctantly accepted Burma's presence at 
the talks after ASEAN inducted its army-ruled neighbour 
last week, along with Laos. But they continued harsh 
attacks on the junta's record on political and human rights. 

After U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright bluntly 
accused the junta of complicity m drug trafficking and 
money laundering, an EU representative said Europe would 
continue to block aid to Burma until it showed “fundamen- 
tal movement' 1 on democracy and human rights. 

Burmese Foreign Minister Ohn Gy aw, who sat through 
three days of attacks by ASEAN’s Western partners, told 
the closing news conference that “wrong reports" in the 
press were to blame for “misconceptions” about human 
rights in Burma. 

Also speaking at the news conference, the foreign minis- 
ters of Malaysia, the Philippines. China and Indonesia reac- 
ted strongly to the U.S. warning against seeking to review 
the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. 

Malaysian Foreign Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi 
said the United States might have strong views on the sub- 
ject — which was not on the agenda of the annual meeting 
between ASEAN and its 10 key partners — but “we do have 
equally strong views." 

The clash led a senior Philippine official to comment with 
resignation: “This is going to be the headline tomorrow.” 

Earlier headlines focused on Malaysian-led allegations 
that U.S. financier and pro-democracy crusader George 
Soros was behind recent speculation against South East 
Asian currencies. 

U.S. State Department spokesman Nicholas Burns 
defended Mr. Soros as “an honourable man,” adding: “It is 
not fair to blame one Individual for what is dearly eco- 
nomic forces at work.” 

Nugroho Wisnumurti. director of the Indonesian Foreign 
Ministry's political bureau, said drily: “This is the U.S. 
view. It is not necessarily the same view as ours." 


The 19 countries managed to agree on one Issue — plans 
for a fresh ASEAN mission to Cambodia, where Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen effectively deposed First Prime 
Minister Prince Norodom Ranariddh early this month. 

The political crisis prompted ASEAN to defer Cambo- 
dia's scheduled entry alongside Burma and Laos until a 
later, unspecified date. 

Participants continued to differ, however, on whether to 
use aid to Cambodia as a lever against Mr. Hun Sen, and 
again the breakdown was along East-West lines. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, Burma. Indonesia. Laos, 'Malay- 
sia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. . 

Its “dialogue partners" are Australia, Canada, China, life 
European Union. India. Japan. New Zealand. Russia, South 
Korea and the United States. 

Meanwhile, Burmese Foreign Minister Ohn Gyaw Tues- 
day hit buck -at media and Western criticism that Rangoon 
was not doing enough to promote human rights and curb 
drug trafficking in the country. 

"The press has been writing wrong reports based on the 
context of people opposed to the government,” Mr. Ohn 
Gyaw said at a news conference winding up the week-long 
ASEAN meetings in Malaysia’s capital city. 

“Myanmar (Burma) has been cooperating with the 
Human Rights Commission in Geneva and the U.N.,” Mr. 
Ohn Gyaw said. "As a representative of the country, what I 
am providing is what is going on in the country... what I am 
providing is the facts ” 

The Burmese minister said a 15-chapter constitution was 
being drafted by Rangoon’s military government after con- 
sultation with “all parties.” 

He did not say if those consulted included the opposition, 
led by the leader of the Burmese democracy movement 
Aung San Suu Kyi. who has been shut out from government 
despite winning national elections. 

Mr. Ohn Gyaw said the constitution was being finalised 
“and we’re now dealing with a very delicate chapter on 
power sharing." 

Mr. Ohn Gyaw. replying to U.S. statement said the drug 
problem in Burma was a legacy left behind by the country's 
colonialists, and the military government has been fighting 
the scourge since the country gained independence. 

He said Burma has signed pacts with China, Thailand. 
India. Bangladesh, Laos and Vietnam to battle drug traf- 
fickers. 

"The main focus of these agreements is on reducing drug 
trafficking and production: eliminating poppy cultivation 
through economic and social development programmes and 
reducing the demand for. and consumption of, drugs,” be said. 

Mr. Ohn Gyaw said Burma has also cooperated with 
every U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency inspection since 
1993 and has even produced a manual, “Control of Money 
Laundering in Myanmar,” to prove its commitment against 
money laundering. 


Blast in Mexico social club kills 9 


MONTERREY. Mexico (R) 
— An explosion ripped 
thl^^U(sCri& sOci&F 
club hi northern Mexico 
Monday and rescue officials 
said at least 9 workers were 
killed and more remained 
trapped in the rubble. 

"Most of the dead were 
completely crushed. The 
walls caved in on top of 
them." Antonio Garcia, a 
medical official from the 
Green Cross of Monterrey, 
told Reuters. 

Dozens were injured in 
the blast that officials said 
was caused by a gas leak 
from a water heater in the 
basement of the Industrial 
Club building on the out- 
skirts of Monterrey, some 
-ISO kilometres north of 
Mexico City. 

The dead were mostly 
builders who were eating 
lunch and playing football 
in the parking lot where the 


force of the explosion hif 
hardest. 

' National 'broadcaster 
Radio Red quoted rescue 
officials saying the death 
toll was at least nine and 
that at least two more were 
trapped in the rubble. 

State Governor Benjamin 
Clariond said nine people 
were killed. But a Reuters 
reporter saw a body carried 
out on a stretcher long after 
the other dead had been 
removed. 

The local Red Cross said 
it had up to nine wounded, 
and the Green Cross said 
there were 15 other people 
injured, some with broken 
bones and severe bums. 

Two of the dead were 
cleaning the outside of top- 
floor windows when the 
explosion ripped through 
the building. They were 
blown to their deaths and 
shards of window glass 


were" scattered for hundreds 
of yards around, rescue 
Workers said. 

In the parking lot, a luxu- 
ry Grand Marquis Ford car 
was “blown to bits." Mr. 
Garcia said. 

Reporters, who were kept 
away from the building by 
police for fear of follow-up 
explosions, could see three 
large holes in the structure. 
Parts of the building 
appeared to be on the verge 
of collapse. 

The Industrial Club, a new 
building in the hills on the 
edge of Monterrey, is used 
by the business community 
in the prosperous city for 
private parties. 

Relatives of the workers 
gathered at the police cor- 
don. crying and begging to 
know the fate of their loved 
ones. There were no names 
immediately available. 


Blair sees hopeful signs in N. Ireland 


LONDON lR) — British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair said there were signs that Sinn Fein, the 
political wing of the IRA. was serious about 
seeking a negotiated solution to the troubles in 
Northern Ireland. 

Mr. Blair expressed cautious optimism about 
the peace process in an interview published 
Tuesday in the Minor newspaper following a 
new Irish Republican Anny (IRA) ceasefire 
announced this month. 

"...That (the ceasefire) at least is proof that 
there is some serious inrent and desire by Sinn 
Fein to pursue the democratic path.” he said. 

Mr. Blair also praised the key pro-British 
Northern Ireland Procesia/it leader, David 
Trimble, tor continuing io take part in talks. 


The talks, to resume in earnest in September, 
are an attempt to find a lasting settlement to a 
sectarian conflict that has killed 5.200 over the 
last 28 years. 

Sinn Fein shares the IRA’s goal of an end to 
British rule of Northern Ireland, an aim bitterly 
opposed by the Protestant community. But Mr. 
Blair said the vast majority of people in the 
province wanted u lasting peace. 

“...The people of Northern Ireland desperate- 
ly want a lasting political settlement and it is 
possible to have it because everyone knows 
what we need in Ulster. - * he said. "We need 
some form of devolved government and some 
form of north-south cooperation. And those 
two things arc bascially there." 


U.K. tightens curbs on arms exports 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
new Labour government 
Monday fulfilled its election 
promise to ban arms sales to 
countries with poor human 
rights records that might use 
them For internal repression. 

Britain, one of the world’s 
leading defence exporters, 
will also turn down licence 
applications if there is a clear 
risk that the arms will be used 
aggressively against another 
country. Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook told parliament. 

But he disappointed 3rms 
campaigners by refusing to 
withdraw more than 21,000 
existing defence licences, 
including one for the contro- 
versial sale of 16 British 
Aerospace (BA.L) Hawk jets 
and armoured vehicles to 
Indonesia. 

Human rights activists, who 
contend that the jets have 


been used against opponents 
in the breakaway East Timor 
region, said they would 
protest against the govern- 
ment’s decision Tuesday out- 
side Prime Minister Tony 
Blair’s 10 Downing Street 
residence. 

“Whilst we welcome steps 
towards strengthening arms 
sales criteria, we are extreme- 
ly disappointed that the 
Labour government will not 
revoke any existing licences." 
Will McMahon of the 
Campaign Against Arms 
Trade said. 

“The people of East Timor 
and the democratic move- 
ments of Indonesia have a 
right to expect more firm 
action from a government 
committed to an ethical for- 
eign policy,” Mr. McMahon 
said in a statement after meet- 
ing Mr. Cook. 


The government says it has 
no firm evidence that Jakarta 
has used Hawk jets in East 
Timor. 

Moreover. its lawyer* 
advised it was not realistic to 
revoke licences issued by the 
previous Conservative gov- 
ernment. muled in the May I 
election after IS years in 
power. 

“It is not practical to back- 
date these new criteria." Mr. 
Cook said in a w ritten parlia- 
mentary answer. 

In a related move. Mr. Cook 
said Britain was also banning 
the export in any circum- 
stances of electro-shock 
batons, stun guns, leg- irons or 
similar instruments of torture. 

Officials said the new 
guidelines on arms exports 
hardened the Labour govern- 
ment’s position in two 
respects. 


Albright 
arrives in 
Singapore 

SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright arrived 
in Singapore on her first 
visit Tuesday aimed at 
strengthening bilateral ties 
with Singapore, a strong 
supporter of the U.S. mili- 
tary presence in Asia. 

Ms. Albright was greeted 
on arrival at Singapore’s 
Changi Airport by Singa- 
pore’s ambassador in the 
United States. Chan Heng 
Chee. and U.S. ambassador 
here Timothy Chorba. 

During her two-day trip, 
she is scheduled io tour the 
local manufacturing facili- 
ty of U.S. computer disk- 
drive maker Seagate Tech- 
nology and hold talks with 
Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong. Senior Minister Lee 
Kuan Yew and Foreign Mi- 
nister S. Jayukumar later 
Tuesday. 

Seagate is the largest for- 
eign employer in Singa- 
pore and the world’s Largest 
disk-drive maker. 

Ms. Albright’s visit here 
followed her participation 
in a dialogue this week in 
Kuala Lumpur between the 
ASEAN’ grouping and its 
international partners. 

The Association of South 
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
comprises Brunei, Burma. 
Indonesia, Laos. Malaysia, 
the Philippines. Singapore. 
Thailand and Vietnam. 

“Secretary Albright's 
visit will serve to further 
deepen the strong ties en- 
joyed by the two coun- 
tries" a statement by the 
Singapore Foreign Minis- 
try said Monday. 

"The close relationship in 
economic, trade and invest- 
ments is reinforced by 
cooperation on defence and 
security issues as well as on 
political issues at ihe 
regional and international 
level.” the statement added. 

Singapore Ls one of the 
staunchest supporters of a 
continued U.S. military' 
presence in Asia, arguing it 
is essential to maintain 
regional peace and stability. 

The United States is one 
of the biggest markets for 
Singapore's exports and the 
biggest investor in the tiny 
city-state of three million 
people. 



A skeletal North Korean pre-schooler sits on the floor 
of his kindergarten in North Korea’s Kangwon 
province. According to Ted Yamamori, president of 
Food for the Hungry International, at least five miDion 
people in North Korea are badly hit by starvation 
which is reaching ‘the level of the notorious Somalia 
and Ethiopia fami nes' (Renter photo) 

Africa-style famine hits 
N.Korea — aid group 

SEOUL (R) — At least five million people in North Korea 
are suffering from a crisis of starvation that is reaching “the 
level of the notorious Somalia and Ethiopia famines,” the 
leader of an aid group said Tuesday. 

“It is a disaster in the making” Ted Yamamori, president 
of Food for the Hungry International, said in Seoul after 
visiting the North last week. 

He said signs of malnutrition were widespread in the 
North and many could die if the country did not get imme- 
diate foreign help. 

“The consensus of aid workers operating in North Korea 
is that at least five million people are badly affected by 
famine.” Mr. Yamamori said in an interview with Reuters. 

He was echoing recent concerns by the United Nations 
World Food Programme that famine had definitely hit the 
Communist state, whose food stocks had run out 
“About 30 to 50 per cent of children I saw in kinder- 
gartens had signs of serious malnutrition. I saw thin legs 
and arms, hair turned brown, sagging skins, lethargic faces 
and glaring eyes.” he said. 

Mr. Yamamori. who visited North Korea from July 22 to 
July 26 to monitor the distribution of 120 tonnes of wheat 
flour donated by his group, quoted Northern officials as 
saying about one-fifth of the country’s arable land was seri- 
ously affected by drought 

“TTie people of North Korea appear to be suffering from 
hunger on the level of the notorious Somalia and Ethiopia 
famines ” he said “Only in North Korea, they are suffering 
in silence out of the view of the world’s media.” 

Food for the Hungry International is a Geneva-based pri- 
vate agency that offers food aid and development pro- 
grammes in cooperation with international relief groups. 

Pyongyang’s official media said Tuesday that a record 
heatwave in July had worsened its food situation. “The 
drought from the high temperature is inflicting a serious 
damage on agriculture and other domains of the national 
economy,” it said 

“Urgency is obvious," said Mr. Yamamori. He visited the 
North twice last year when floods decimated food supplies 
and caused an estimated S1.7 billion worth of damage in 
the country. 

He quoted Jong Yun-Hyong, director of external affairs at 
North Korea's Flood Damage Rehabilitation Committee, as 
saying that Pyongyang needed at least 800,000 tonnes of 
grain in additional foreign aid until the next harvest in 
October. 

Mr. Yamamori said he saw hundreds of women carrying 
buckets over their heads to water corn fields in the evening. 
“They mobilised everybody — soldiers, students, women, 
children.” 

Seoul officials said they believed there were pockets of 
areas in the North where people faced famine, but that the 
problem was due to poor transport and distribution sys- 
tems. 

“Of course the North has serious problems. But on a 
national scale, it could avoid famine with foreign help,” 
said one official at the National Unification Ministry. 

Recent warnings by aid groups about the plight of North 
Korea coincide with efforts by the two Koreas, the United 
States and China to hammer out a peace settlement on toe 
Korean peninsula, which has been locked in fierce con- 
frontation since the 1950-53 Korean War. 

Next Tuesday, senior officials of the four nations are due 
to meet in New York to set an agenda and other procedural 
details of the talks. 

'Hopetully, four-way peace talks will ease the situation 
in North Korea. That is a key ax this pohuT Mr. Yamamori 
sard, noting that Washington and Seoul had been spear- 
heading international efforts to provide relief supplies to 
the North. 

Washington and Seoul have pledged $52 million and $16 
million, respectively, to toe world food programme’s 
appeals this year for aid to the North. The South Korean 
Red Cross has promised another $20 milli on worth of food 
supplies. 

South Korea has said large-scale assistance could be dis- 
cussed during the peace talks. 


Haitians protest against 
U.N.peacekeepers 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(R) — Demonstiators.bunied 
tires and . Anew rocks at 
United Nations peacekeepers 
and many Hai tians stayed 
home Monday in response to-; 
a caff for a general strike to 
protest toe presence of for- 
dgp troops: ' 

“Hit the road, go home” 
onlookers yelled -at passing 
Canadian U.N. peao^keqpeis. 

The call by grassroots polit- 
ical organisations for a 
national strike was respected 
to varying degrees throughout 
Haiti, with reports of tires 
bunting in toe northern city of 
Cap^Haitien and deserted 
streets in some smaller cities. 

Some businesses in the cap- 
ital were closed but as the day . 


wore cm, activity in the streets 
picked up- There were no 
reports of serious violence or 
lupines. m 

“Everything is basically 
peaceful,” U.N. spokes- 
woman Patricia Tame said. 

The U.N. Security Council 
was expected to vote this 
week on whether the troops 
■ will stay in Haiti four months 
past the current July 31 dead- 
line. An extension would be 
toe latest in a senes that has 
maintaine d a . G.N. presence 
since March 1995. 

The U.N; troops took over 
the work of seeming Haiti 
from 20,000 U.S; troops who 
restored tben-President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide to power in 
the fefl of 1994. . 


‘Drunk’ train driver dies as 
Indian crash toll hits 13 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — An 
Indian train driver blamed 
for a weekend train disaster 
which left a dozen dead and 
82 injured: died of his iryu- 
ries here Tuesday, the Uni- 
ted News 'of India (UNI) 
said- 

NJL Effiff, who has been 
accused of being drunk and 
of overshooting a signal just 
before toe high-speed colli- 
sion, died in a new delhi 
hospital pushing the death 
toll up to 13. 

He suffered head injuries 
when his express train 
ploughed into a stationary 
train near toe Indian capital 
Sunday, leaving another 82 
people injured. 

The Karnataka Express 
was on its way to New Del- 
hi from the southern city of 
Bangalore. Ihe stationary 
tram was travelling from 
toe south coast to Kashmir 
in the north. 

. Doctors said EUiff had 
been in a coma since toe 
accident 

The driver was suspended 
Monday for allegedly over- 
shooting a signal near toe 
industrial town of Farida- 
bad, south of Delhi, just 
before toe midnight colli- 
sion. 

The Times Of India news- 
paper Tuesday, . meanwhile, 
said the driver’s assistant 
had told railway investiga- 
tors that EUiff had been 
drinking. Indian Railway 
officials were not available 


for comment. 

It was the worst train col- 
lision in India since August 
1995, when around 300 
people died in a similar dis- 
aster near the northern town 
of Agra. 

Twenty-five passengers 
injured Sunday are in criti- 
cal condition. 

An inquiry is currently 
being held into toe crash. . 

Railway Minister Ramvj- 
las Paswan. however, told 
parliamenLMonday: “Prima 
facie, toe cause of the acci- 
dent appears to be over- 
shooting of the signal by 
the drive: of Karnataka 
Express.” . - 

The Times Of India news- 
paper .said EUiff no rmall y 
operated freight trains and 
only took over toe express 
just three hours before the 
accident after the originial 
driver failed to appear. 

Railway officials have 
conceded EUiff may have 
been unfamiliar with the 
route. 

The accident has sparked 
demands for Mr. PSswah’s 
resignation. Angry, opposi- 
tion members of parliament 
alleged that Mr. Paswan. 
rarely attended woik-ahd 
had ignored safety stan- 
dards. . 

India has oneof the world’s 
largest railway networks, 
covering 62,000 kilometres 
with 7,100 stations. Indian 
trains cany around 13 mil- 
lion passengers daily. 


Kashmir rebels reject 
India’s offer for talks 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — 
Kashmiri separatist guerril- 


las Tuesday rejected Indian 
Prime . .Mirnker Inder 
Kumar Gujral’s offer for 
talks to end a seven-year- 
old separatist insurgency in 
toe Himalayan region. 

“We reject the offer of 
talks because Gujral’s offer 
is for only the misguided 
youth of Kashmir and we 
are not misguided, we are 
fighting for a sacred cause, 
for die freedom .of 
Kashmir,” toe Shoura-e- 
Jihad guerrilla alliance said 
in a statement published in 
local newspapers. 

Mr. Gujral offered 
Saturday to hold uncondi- 
tional talks with “the misled 
youth of Kashmir" to end 
the revolt in Kashmir. On . 
Sunday, he said the guerril- 
las must- lay down their 
ai itiS first. 

“I have always been wilt 
mg to talk to the young 
boys who "ate our own chil- 
dren like in a family" he 
told parliament Monday. 

The Shoura-e-Jihad (advi- 
sory council for holy war) is 
a coalition of six major sep- ' 
aratist groups fighting for 
Kashmir’s : merger: with 
neighbouring Islamic 
Pakistan. -. ■ ■''■■■ ■ 

-Three other, rebel groups 
are fighting for". Kashmir’s 
independence from both 
India and Pakistan. '. New 


Delhi controls two thirds of 
the territory and Pakistan 
the zest India is mostly 
Hindu while toe province 
has a Muslim majority. 

“Talks on Kashmir are 
only possible when Shoura- 
e-Jihad and Hnniyat agree 
to it,” toe guerrilla alliance 
said. 

The ail .parties Hurriyat 
(Freedom) Conference, 
which bands some 30 sepa- 
ratist, political and religious 
groups, said Monday it 
wanted to be included in 
talks between India and 
Pakistan over Kashmir 

Talks between the two 
arch-rivals resumed . in 
March after three years of 
tense silence. The next set 
of negotiations, which fol- 
lows talks between Mr. 
Gujral and. his Pakistani 
counterpart. Ifawaz Sharif in 
May and a second round of 
lower level discussions, is 
scheduled for September. 

Both. India and Pakistan, 
who have fought two wars 
over Kashmir since 1947 , 
claim the entire region! 
Islamabad denies New 
Delhi’s charges that it arms 
die separatist rebels, and 
says it provides only diplo- 
matic and moral support to 
toe insurgents. 

- Police and hospitals say 
more than 20,000 people 
have been killed since the 
rebellion erupted. 


Indian rebels give army ultimatom over hostage 

arr-itf r\ri m . a rm. . - - 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — An 
Indian separatist group Tues- 
day gave the army an ultima- 
tum over a kidnapped relief 
worker, warning military 
operations against them 
would have to be called off 
before his release. 

The outlawed United Libe- 
ration Front of Assam 
(ULFA) said it was prepared 
to free Sanjoy Ghose. ab- 


ducted at toe start of the 
month in eastern India, in 
reponse to calls from the In- 
ternational Commmuty. 

Bur the Press Trust of India 
(PTI) quoted ULFA com- 
mander- in -chief PareshBa- 
ruah as saying toe Tnrtfan 
military would first have to 
halt its offensive against the 
rebels in Assam. 

Mr. Batuah’s comments 


came -after an Indian- relief 
agq&y.tbe Association of 
\fofcmtary Agencies. For Ru- 
ral Development (AVARD), 
offered an “unconditional 
apology? io the ULFA in a 
bidtp secure Ms release.. ; 

. Mfc Ghose was Iridnapped ■ 
on. July. 4 in Assam/. Tte 
ULEA, Which' is ' . 

mg for Assam’s- indepen,- 
dence from India, said'Mc . 


ghose -had -been M azre$te<r 
ibr spying, for Indian' intdH- 

gehce. . 

ML" Ghose’s family and the 

New Delhi-based AVARD 
deny the charge. 

:. The kidn^ing has been 
widely condemned, wito 
Calcutta-based Mother Tere- 
sa andAmneay Internafio- 
oal demanding his immedi- 
ate release . . 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, July 30, 1997 
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Waving flags and banners, some 10,000 young people from around the world gather near Havana University for 
the opening of a nine-day International Youth f estival- President Fidel Castro presided over the ceremony to kick 
off the meeting. The last such festival was held in 1989 in the North Korean capital of Pyongyang before the fall of 
communism in the old East Bloc (Reuter photo) 

Defiant Americans flock to Cuban youth festival 


HAVANA (AFP) — A defi- 
ant U-S. delegation was the 
biggest at the International 
Youth Festival that opened 
in Cuba Monday, an organ- 
iser said. though 
Washington denied U.S. 
nationals licenses to lake 
part. 

Cuban organiser Rogdio 
Polanco told reporters 761 
U.S. nationals were taking 
part in the World Festival of 
Youth and Students, a 
weefciong international 
event that rocked and rolled 
under way to the tune of 
Guantanamera as grey- 
bearded President Fidel 
Castro. 70, looked over the 
crowd of thousands of 
youths in T-shirts and red 
baseball caps. 

“It's a meaningful sign 
that American young people 
do not identify with the offi- 
cial U.S. policy of aggres- 
sion. isolation and hostility” 
towards Cuba, Mr. Polanco 
said. 

Cuban media only last 
week reported that no U.S. 
nationals would attend 
because the U.S. govern- 
ment would not allow il 

The United Slates has a 
35-year-old economic 
embargo clamped on Cuba 


to try to undermine Mi. 
Castro's Communist rule. 

Among the embargo’s 
terms is a ban on U.S. 
nationals spending money 
in Cuba, an effective travel 
ban, except for joumaJisis, 
academics and those visit- 
ing family who get a 
Treasury Department green- 
light. 

The department is in 
charge of enforcing U.S. 
economic sanctions on for- 
eign countries. 

U.S. citizens who travel to 
Cuba without legal authori- 
sation face maximum civil 
fines of $50,000 each, and a 
government investigation. 

Most U.S. nationals who 
go to Cuba without authori- 
sation and without publicity 
escape the penalties. 

In this case, treasury’s 
Office of Foreign Assets 
Control (OFAC) received 
applications for licensing of 
about 50 students, a spokes- 
woman in Washington said. 

OFAC denied the licenses 
in a May 30 letter, she said, 
and reaffirmed that denial 
last Thursday, putting the 
U.S. students on notice they 
could feel the full bite of 
penalties for violating the 
trading with the enemy act 


on their return home. 

The youlhfcsL is held 
every few years usually in 
Communist- ruled countries, 
and Mr. Polanco said 8.252 
delegates from 1 1 7 coun- 
tries had arrived for the 
event — a figure he said 
could top 10.000. 

Mr. Castro stood watch 
over the opening-niglu fes- 
tivities, which hailed 
Palestinian and Western 
Sahara delegations and fea- 
tured a music and theatre 
show on the long stone 
staircase entrance to the 
University of Havana, site 
of landmark student protests 
in the I920's and 1950’s. 

The Mexican delegation 
brandished banners in sup- 
port of the Zapatista 
National Liberation Army 
(EZLN) which rose up 
demanding better social and 
economic conditions in 
Chiapas state, and democra- 
tic reform nationwide. 

Some students waved a 
portrait of Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad, and others 
waved one of the late 
Socialist Chilean President 
Salvador Allende. 

Participants were to dis- 
cuss political and cultural 
issues throughout the festi- 


val dedicated to the memory 
of Clic Guevara, whose 
remains were returned to 
Cuba just days ago, 30 years 
after he was killed by the 
Bolivian military. 

Mr. Polanco said five 
charters winged in the 
Americans, from Nassau, 
(he Bahamas, and from 
Cancun. Mexico, despite 
the Treasury Department's 
moves. 

Would-be participants 
from California argued ear- 
lier that the U.S. govern- 
ment issued licences every 
year to those students taking 
part in the same event, 
including in Havana in 
1978, and in North Korea in 
1989. 

Up-in-arms Minnesota 
students took their protest 
over the licensing issue to 
the steps of their state capi- 
tol in Saint Paul on July 8. 

And the U.S. students' bid 
to attend the conference 
grabbed the attention of the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union, which backed them 
and in the past has sued the 
government to try to end 
U.S. travel restrictions to 
Cuba. 

The youth festival stretch- 
es through Aug. 5. 


Chechen leader orders halt to Russian talks 


GROZNY, Russia ( R) — The 
president of Russia’s sepa- 
ratist region of Che-chenya 
Tuesday ordered a halt to all 
talks with M os-cow until 
Russia approved a plan to 
revitalise Chechen-ya’s econ- 
omy, which was devastated 
by 20 months of war. 

“President Aslan Maskha- 
dov has banned all ministers' 
trips to Moscow and all talks 
with Russian officials until a 
plan to rebuild Cbe-chenya is 
signed,” Maskha-dov's 

spokesman Kazbek 

Khadzbiyev told Reuters in 
the Chechen capital. Groz-ny. 

The halt could jeopardise 
talks on renovating a pipe- 
line through which early oil 
from Azerbaijan’s new off- 
shore deposits Is expected to 
run to world markets through 


Russia's Blade Sea port of 
Novorossiisk this autumn. 

In a sign of improving rela- 
tions, Russian and Che-chen 
officials signed a deal earlier 
this month detailing how they 
would repair the war-dam- 
aged pipeline that runs across 
Chechenya. But many 
aspects of the accord remain 
unsettled. 

The issue is crucial for the 
rwo sides and they are inter- 
ested in solving the problem 
as soon as possible, as the oil 
is expected to provide both 
Russia and Chechenya with 
generous revenues in trans- 
port fees. 

Interfax News Agency said 
Mr. Maskhadov Mon-day 
met the Grozny representa- 
tive of the Organisa-tion for 
Security and Coo-peration in 


Europe (OSCE) and com- 
plained Moscow was not ful- 
filling treaties signed earlier. 

He also asked the OSCE 
for broader aid to Chechen- 
ya. 

Interfax quoted Ivan Ryb- 
kin, secretary of Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin's 
Security Council, as saying 
the Moscow government and 
Chechen authorities had 
never stopped working on 
rebuilding Chechenya’s 
economy “and never would 
stop, not even for a minute.” 

He did not say, however, 
when he expected the cal- 
crete reconstruction plan to 
be approved and the work to 
start 

Chechen leaders, who 
signed a ceasefire with 
Moscow last August alter 


ousting Russian troops from 
Grozny, insist that their 
Muslim southern region is 
independent from Russia. 
Under a peace pact the ques- 
tion of formal sovereignty 
was set aside. 

The Kremlin views Che- 
chenya as an integral part of 
the Russian Federation and 
has pledged to plough in 
funds to rebuild its economy 
and infrastructure. 

Although never spelled out, 
many analysts see the 
promise of funds as a quid 
pro quo for the Chechens 
dropping demands for re- 
cognition of their sovereign- 
ty. Mr. Maskhadov, sera as a 
moderate in Mos-cow, won a 
presidential election in 
January. 


Kohl in Oderbruch as flood rescue workers plug gaps 


BAD FREIENWALDE, 
Germany (AFP) — Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl flew 
Tuesday to the flood-threat- 
ened farmlands of eastern 
Germany to judge for him- 
self the battle to contain the 
dangerously swollen Oder 
River. 

Breaking a holiday in 
Austria for his second visit 
ro the region since the crisis 
began rwo weeks ago, he 
said he had come to support 
the region. 

He was updated on the 
crisis by a committee set up 
by Brandenburg state au- 
thorities to deal with the sit- 
uation, and was due later to 
visit several villages threat- 
ened by flooding. 

Bad Freienwalde lies in 
the north of the Oderbruch, 
a chunk of sparsely populat- 
ed farmland lying largely 
below the Oder's normal 
level and at most risk if the 
river breaches defence bar- 
riers along its northerly 
route. 

His arrival came as emer- 
gency services and volun- 
teers battled to plug gaps in 


dykes preventing the Oder 
River from swamping the 
Oderbruch, and authorities 
warned of a new surge in 
floodwater levels. 

Overnight. 400 soldiers 
were scrambled to stem 
water pouring through a 
seven-metre breach in a sec- 
tion of Dyke near Hohen- 
wutzen, and some 1,500 
people were warned to pre- 
pare for evacuation. 

Hohenwutzen lies at the 
north end of the Oderbruch, 
which risks turning into a 
huge lake if the flood de- 
fence barriers arc breached. 

The troops packed 
200,000 sandbags to stem 
the breach, and authorities 
said the opening was later 
sealed. 

“We have things in that 
area under control,” said a 
spokesman for the crisis 
committee set up by Bran- 
denburg state authorities to 
deal with the crisis, but 
warned that the situation “is 
still tense.” 

Further north, water levels 
at the village of Hohensaa- 
ten had risen 29 centimetres 


from a day earlier to reach 
7.17 metres early Tuesday. 

After two weeks of strug- 
gling to contain the flood- 
waters. the Dykes are so 
sodden that authorities fear 
they may not hold on much 
longer. 

The floods, which have 
claimed more than 1 00 lives 
in devastated parts of Po- 
land and the Czech Repub- 
lic, are the worst to hit Cent- 
ral Europe in living memo- 
ry- 

Faced with Germany s 
biggest natural diaster since 
reunification, Mr. Kohl said 
it was important not only 
“to talk, but also to show 
that we are one people.” 

The damage would be 
“considerable," he said, 
calling for better ways of 
predicting future flood lev- 
els and fast, bureaucracy- 
free government aid. 

Mr. Kohl hailed the work 
of the army and other rescue 
workers and the spirit of 
solidarity shown by the rest 
of the country. 

“It is more important for 
me to be here than on holi- 


day," he added. The chan- 
cellor also visited Frankfurt 
An Der Oder, south of here, 
a week ago. 

Authorities, meanwhile, 
warned of a new rise in the 
flood waters expected later 
Tuesday. 

They fear water levels 
could rise up to 10 centime- 
tres as the surge comes 
downstream and hits Ratz- 
dorf, the first German town 
on the Oder on the conflu- 
ence with the Neisse River. 

However, Brandenburg's 
Environment Minister Mat- 
thias Platzeck told Info Ra- 
dio that the situation could 
ease in the next week as 
flood barriers in Poland 
burst and water spread out. 

“We must hang on for 
another four, five or six 
days, which will be hard 
enough, but after that, 
there’s hope for the first 
time,” he added. 

In Frankfurt An Der Oder, 
the main town on the river 
border with Poland, the water 
level dropped farther to 6.43 
metres. On Sunday, it had 
reached a record 6.57 metres. 


Taleban stop opposition 
advances north of Kabul 


KABUL ( AFP) — After a week of military serbacks. 
Afghanistan’s Taleban movement has stopped opposition 
advances norih of the capital Kabul, an AFP correspondent 
saw Tuesday. 

Reflecting a growing confidence within the ranks of the 
hardline Muslim militia, foreign journalists were allowed to 
the frontlines north of the capital for the first time in ten 
days of heavy fighting. 

The from, close to the village of Hossein Kot, 20 kilome- 
tres north of the city limits, was in stalemate Tuesday, with 
both sides apparently unwilling to spare enough men to 
break a t/iree-day old deadlock. 

Little in the way of infantry fighting was in progress 
Tuesday. But Taleban gunners on a parallel road northeast 
of the capital — uhere militia positions outflank enemy 
positions on the main highway — continued to be active. 

Taleban fighters close to the frontlines claimed they had 
gained key hilltops overlooking enemy forces during 
overnight operations, enabling them to prevent further 
opposition advances. 

“We captured some hilltops overlooking the main supply 
road, so it is difficult for the opposition to supply their 
troops at the from," Taleban fighter Haji Mohammad told 
reporters. 

No independent confirmation of their claims about the 
hilltops were immediately available. 

Ten days ago. former government Commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood launched a surprise infantry assault which 
saw the Taleban militia pushed back some 45 kilometres 
from their northern positions towards Kabul, where they 
have now regrouped on both the old road, and the parallel- 
running new road. 

It came as a major setback for the Islamic militia, who 
took Kabul ten months ago. and had advanced as far north 
as Mazar-i -Sharif. Mr. Masood ’s rear headquarters. 

The Taleban fighter said the gains Tuesday were a “first 
step” to pushing back Mr. Masood ’s forces, but added the 
militia were in no rush to launch a fall scale battle to regain 
lost ground. 

“Our artillery and rockets overlook Masood fighters, so if 
they stay there we can keep hitting them,” the fighter assert- 
ed. 

Sources on the other side of the frontlines reported that 
ex -government fighters — ousted from Kabul by the 
Taleban last September — are still hampered by blocked 
supply routes. 

“We still haven’t got the SaJang Highway open to traffic, 
so getting enough fuel in is a problem,” an opposition 
source conceded. 

Anti- Tale ban fighters earlier this year blew up part of the 
Salang Highway — the key road link that traverses the 
snowy Hindu Kush Mountains — to prevent a Taleban 
advance according to travellers, repair work is in progress 
on a blown bridge on the highway, which is only passable 
to pedestrian traffic. 

Other member factions of the opposition alliance — 


including northern ethnic-Uzbek warlord General Abdul 
Malik and a Shiite Muslim faction — have also yet to join 
an all-out attack on the capital. 

Reports reaching here from the Taleban frontlines against 
the Shiite Hezb-e-Wahdat faction say the lines are "posi- 
tively heating up" but without any major changes in the 
rival positions. 

Meanwhile a spokesman for the opposition said Tuesday 
the Afghan alliance threatening to take Kabul has lost 
patience with peace efforts and plans a final attack on the 
capital within days. 

The spokesman also dismissed as “wishful thinking” 
reports by Afghanistan's Taleban administration in Kabul of 
splits in the alliance of northern Afghan Uzbeks, Tajiks and 
Hazaras. 

The Taleban arc an alliance of southern Afghanistan’s 
Pashtuns, the majority group in the country. 

Here in this dusty northern Afghan city of Mazar-i -Sharif, 
rear headquarters of the so-called northern alliance, there is 
none of the tension and fear that grip Kabul, which for the 
past week has come under aicket and air attack from 
approaching alliance forces. 

Trucks laden with melons, the only luxury at this time of 
the year when temperatures soar to 45 degrees Celsius (113 
Fahrenheit), disgorge their cargoes at street markets which 
seem fall of goods. 

Alliance warplanes as well as transport aircraft regularly 
take off from the airfield. Helicopters also fly to the war's 
frontline. 

There are few signs of excessive security except at key 
military installations. There are no patrols on city streets, 
unlike in Kabul where there have been reports of roundups 
of opponents of the Taleban and forced drafting of young 
men into military service. 

“There is a real mood of confidence and optimism about 
what is going to happen in the battle for Kabul.” a foreign 
aid worker said in Mazar-i-Sharif. 

The alliance spokesman, a former Afghan Foreign 
Ministry official who identified himself only as chief pro- 
tocol officer Zia, said the group's forces were within 13 
kilometres of the outskirts of Kabul and had the capital in a 
stranglehold. 

He said the only reason a final push had not yet started 
was that rear supply lines were being secured. 

“The final battle will start within days," Mr. Zia told a 
small group of foreign reporters. 

Asked if there was a chance of a last-ditch peace effort to 
avoid a bloody street battle for Kabul. Mr. Zia replied: 
“What would be the point? We are ready for negotiations 
but each time conditions are put on starting them? We have 
run out of patience.'* 

He said diplomatic initiatives by Pakistan. Iran and the 
United Nations were at an end and had nowhere to go. 

“We have no word of anyone coming here in the near 
future so we will end this stalemate ourselves,” Mr. Zia 
said. “We will take Kabul ” 


Bangladesh’s main nuclear reactor 
shut down after water tank leakage 


Blair gives 
wholehearted 
backing 
to Diana 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
new Prime Minister Tony 
Blair has given his whole- 
hearted support to Princess 
Diana’s charity work 
around the world and said it 
should continue. 

Mr. Blair said in a news- 
paper interview he was a 
firm supporter of the 
monarchy and insisted be 
had never given his opinion 
on whether Prince Charles 
should marry his lover 
Camilla Parker Bowles. 

Since her divorce from the 
heir to the throne. Princess 
Diana has sought to carve 
herself a role as a “queen of 
hearts” roving ambassador 
supporting good causes that 
range from AIDS charities 
to a campaign to eradicate 
landmines. 

Brushing aside any criti- 
cism of Iter role, Mr. Blair 
told the Minor in the inter- 
view in Tuesday's edition: 
“1 think it is very important 
Princess Diana is allowed to 
carry on the work that she is 
doing. 

“She earns a lot of respect 
and admiration from people 
all around the world. I am 
very happy for that to con- 
tinue," he added 

The popularity of Bri- 
tain’s 1,000-year-old mo- 
narchy has plunged with the 
marriage woes of Queen 
Elizabeth's children losing 
the House of Windsor much 
respect and affection at 
home. 

Mr. Blair said: “I think the 
rest of the world sometimes 
wonders why they get 
pulled to pieces so much 
over here. 

“It is not very construc- 
tive. It’s important that we 
recognise they are human 
beings as well as people 
who occupy positions in the 
public eye.” 

Mr. Blair was careful to be 
even-handed in his praise 
for both Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana. 

“She has done an im- 
mense amount for the caus- 
es she supports, as has the 
Prince of Wales (Prince 
Charles), and we should be 
proud of the work that they 
do on our behalf." 


DHAKA (AFP) — Bangla- 
desh’s main nuclear reactor 
has been shut down after one 
of the waste water cooling 
tanks leaked in the first such 
accident here, newspapers 
reported Tuesday quoting a 
senior official. 

“The reactor was shut 
down as a safety measure," 
Atomic Energy Commission 
(AEC) Chairman M.A. 
Qayum told local dailies. 

He told the Independent 
newspaper they had mea- 
sured the radioactivity of the 
water at the cooling tank and 
the level is much below that 
prescribed by the Internatio- 
nal Commission for Nuclear 
Protection. 

“Leaking water was not 
being allowed to seep to the 
ground ... the leakage does 
not pose any serious dan- 
ger” he added. 


MIAMI (R) — A former 
accountant for the Cali 
cocaine cartel said Monday 
he agreed to work for the 
United Stales because he 
wanted to protect his two 
sons following his wife’s 
kidnapping by the cartel. 

“I was in a very bad state 
of nerves when I realised 
that my wife, Patricia, the 
mother of my children, had 
not appeared again." Guil- 
lermo Pallomari said after 
recounting how his wife 
vanished in 1994. as he was 
meeting with U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administra- 
tion (DEA) officials. 

He said he was told by a 
cartel member that his wife 
was kidnapped because he 
had become a traitor to the 
group. 

“After begging him to 
return my wife to me... he 
told me that these were the 
consequences of having 
ignored the order of Mr. 
Miguel Rodriguez," he said 
in a sixth day of testimony. 
Mr. Pallomari was referring 
to Miguel Rodriguez Ore- 
juela, who headed the infa- 
mous Colombian drug gang 
with his brother Gilberto. 

Mr. Pallomari, a Chilean 


immediately available and 
Mr. Qayum could not be 
reached for comment Tues- 
day. 

The newspapers said 
radioactive water was leak- 
ing at a rate of 03 gallons 
(1.14 litres) per minute. The 
tank has a capacity of 8,600 
gallons (32,680 litres). The 
reactor started operation in 
1986 in nearby Savar dis- 
trict. 

The reactor was made for 
training and research on 
nuclear energy and the pro- 
duction of radio isotopes 
which are needed for thera- 
peutic and industrial purpos- 
es. 

An AEC official said the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) has been 
informed about the accident 
and an enquiry committee 
has been set up to investigate 
the incident. 


national, is the star witness 
in the U.S. case against two 
American lawyers, one of 
them a former Justice De- 
partment official, and four 
accused south Florida 
smugglers on charges of 
obstructing justice and drug 
trafficking. 

Mr. Pallomari, who is cur- 
rently imprisoned, agreed in 
October 1 995 to plead guil- 
ty to racketeering conspira- 
cy and money laundering 
conspiracy charges and to 
testify in the case. 

As cross-examination be- 
gan. the defence tried to 
show that Mr. Pallomari 
was a desperate man who 
agreed to say whatever the 
United States wanted him to 
say. 

John Bergendahl. defence 
attorney for one of the al- 
leged traffickers, questioned 
Mr. Pallomari closely about 
differences in statements he 
had made in the past 

Earlier in his testimony, 
Mr. Pallomari said the cartel 
had agents infiltrated 
throughout the Colombian 
government. Last week, he 
also testified that the cartel 
had funnelled at least $5 
mill ion into President 


The situation was under 
control and all safety mea- 
sures have been taken imme- 
diately after the leak was 
detected on July 17 to avoid 
any hazards to the staff or 
people living in nearby vil- 
lages, he said. 

The Triga Marie II reactor, 
installed by the General 
Atomic Co. of the United 
States, has a built-in safety 
and protection system. 

Bangladesh National Nuc- 
lear Safety and Radiation 
Control Committee chief 
M.A Wajed said he was 
closely monitoring the leak- 
age and maintaining contact 
with foreign experts. 

Mr. Wajed, a leading sci- 
entist and the husband of 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi- 
na Wajed, said foreign ex- 
perts could be asked to assist 
in fixing the problem if local 
scientists required their help. 


Ernesto Samper's cam- 
paign. 

Mr. Pallomari 's testimony 
marked the first time a wit- 
ness for the U.S. govern- 
ment has alleged that the 
Samper campaign and other 
Colombian politicians took 
bribes to pass laws that 
favoured drug traffickers. 

Mr. Samper dismissed Mr. 
Pallomari’s allegations as 
“grotesquely false.” He said 
last week that the only 
agreement he ever struck 
with the Cali cartel was to 
put its bosses behind bars 
and shoot those who tried to 
escape. 

The trial in Mi ami came 
after a four-year U.S. probe 
of the cartel. 

On trial are Michael Ab- 
be 11, who was chief of the 
U.S. Justice Department’s 
Office of International Af- 
fairs during the Reagan ad- 
ministration, William Mo- 
ran, a criminal defence at- 
torney and former prosecu- 
tor, and four men U.S. offi- 
cials charge helped ware- 
house and ship drugs — 
Luis Grajales, Eddie Mar- 
tinez, Ramon Mar tine z and 
Jose Herrera Solas. 


No further details were 

Miami witness says Cali 
cocaine cartel took his wife 
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HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's speech to the 
recent AJ al Bail conference cha!3enged the 
Islamic World to articulate more dearly on 
Islam’s socio-economic perceptions in a man- 
ner that may address !hc contemporary woes 
facing the Islamic nations. This timely call for 
a coherent and precise Islamic guidelines on 
how best to rectify socio-economic problems 
is ail the more pressing In view of the fact that 
Islam plays a pivotal role in the shaping of 
Arab societies and continues to inspire legis- 
lations in practically ail walks of life. 

Islam happens to be a progressive religion 
that can accommodate current human needs. 
Ail that Is needed is to amplify the advanced 
ideas of Islam in an Evolutionary manner in 
order to cope with existing and future chal- 
lenges facing the Arab and Muslim worlds. 

Few efforts .have been made so far to trans- 
late the Islamic socio-economic precepts into 
operational programmes of action for our 
peoples to follow and implement. Islam has 
economic principles that draw a line between 
public domain and private property and calls 
for a social security net to meet the needs of 
the unemployed and handicapped. The 
antitrust laws which oppose the creation of 
monopolies and exist in practically all the 
industrial countries have beeu duly reflected 
in the Muslim faith in a clear manifestation 
of the religion's operational ideas on econom- 
ic development and pfenning. Even the issue 
of usury has been adequately dealt with 
albeit there is yet no consensus on the full and 
true implications of the sanctions against it 
per se. While private enterprise has been 
endorsed and promoted by Islam, the religion 
did not neglect social security. 

His Majesty's call on the Islamic World to 
appraise the economic theory in the religion 
is therefore a very compelling message. What 
we need now is to reopen the door of ijtihad 
as the religion actually calls for and try to 
formulate operational principles which may 
govern economic pfenning and development 
in the Islamic nations. This mission needs to 
be undertaken in an institutional way. This 
task can be attained by convening a special 
conference whose mandate would be the 
translation of Islamic precepts an economics 
into modern guidelines. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER lor Al Du»iour u'tpivs-od nvjr 

report*- that a single Jewish roiilioiiuirc. I’viny 
Moskowiiz. has been able to finance the purchj.Ni.* of 
hundreds ol dumim- nf land:, in PiiL , 'iin , j' and ottered 
lo bui'd a new Jewish • .ell lenient mi Palestinian lands 
while the nuiiscruiH wealth v Arabs sh\ av.uv from 
fiiidiicin" dcM’Inpnient pp.'je.'l.. lu help ilir? Palestinians 
improve their livitv* condition:., Nabil Sharif -aid that a 
single American few ha. e.prjweJ readiness to 
finance Jewish r-elt feme fit programme > ii* order lu help 
die Zionists io hold on to the ir.tupied Arab territories 
but in llie Arab Wm Id. v.h'eh abound- widt wealthy 
people, no such endeavi.iur ?■ r -a - . in» Palestine is being 
contemplated e.'.cepl am«.«ns> the .er> few who still feel 
.ittaelied to the holy land. Most of the wealthy Arabs 
are only concerned with \yii..l\iir: their own desires 
and prefer to seek pleasure in the r,;:dilclub.> of die 
Western countries while a ■.mall p-ftion of their wealth 
could help rebuild many r*-'r di -iricl - and underprivi- 
leged area:, of Palestine, charged the v.riler. He said if 
the Zionists can use their wealth in eon soli dale their 
control of die Palestinian r..rriinrie i .. the wealthy and 
the rich in the Arab Word cu::. t!irou;;!i their iunds. 
iielp the Ha le..li nians re i a ■■.«ce:i| - jiion .... J ■■mtect their 
ancestors’ laud in Paler.ii' 1 .-. 

A WRITER for Al Arab Al Vawtn attached the 
Ministry of Education lot failing to profile a good 
level of education to Jordanian ^indents, with the result 
dial die majority luue failed I'le lawjihi e* a mi nations 
this year. Mohainr.ud Su!>.*ihi accus’d the niiiiiMiy of 
e .«?■■-■. •■■•iitinj a ■’massacre J bv vceJin^. on purpose, lo 
ensure the success of only .i limited number of stu- 
dent-, jest enough lor uniui iities dii.. year, and caus- 
ing Ihc failure of i f let's tli.nisands. -ending litem 
««j» into l?:e streets al :i loss over their future. By doing 
so, die mini ’t v I:.:-, projected Jordai statlcnLi a> 
being k'i- il'ytei.'ig.iil ih./i d.ir e: eidcrpaTs in Syria. 
Egypt, or cv S:-!tiu>ia. he ..dded, The failure of the 
majority or Viucin .- 1 :< ;:a: s their exams, he said, can 
either nicaa that the ministry's educational system is a 
total failure or that it has deliberately caused the stu- 
dents. including those among the very best in private 
and government schools, to fail. He said that the results 
have openly reflected an admission by the minister of 
education of the total failure of itO own ministry and 
not of the Jordanian students. 



Washington Watch 


By Dr. Janies J-Zogby 


AS THE Clinton administra- 
tion struggles to develop 
new initiatives to restore 
trust and confidence in the 
peace process, recent actions 
by the U.S. Congress have 
not contributed either to 
building that trust or to pro- 
jecting and protecting the 
role of the U.S. ns an ei un- 
handed, hunest broker. 

For a Congress that advo- 
cates frugality in its attitude 
toward foreign aid and pro- 
tectiveness in its concern For 
U.S. economic interests, 
many of these congressional 
actions are edn founding and 
counterintuitive. 

Taken individually, each 
of these initiatives displays a 
lack of balance. Collective, 
they are shockingly exces- 
sive and gratuitous. Worse 
still, many of these recent 
congressional efforts, if 
implemented, can have the 
effect of sabotaging the 
search for peace in the 
Middle East. To its credit, 
the administration has 
opposed and fought against 
most of these congressional 
actions and has pledged to 
block their implementation. 
Nevertheless, it is important 
to understand the extent to 
which Congress can play a 
negative role by pressing 
and boxing the administra- 
tion into a political comer. 

During the next few weeks 
I will review some of these 
various congressional initia- 
tives and then complete this 
series will) an analysis of 
how and why Congress is 
behaving as it is. 

This week’s column is 
dedicated to examining con- 
gressional resolutions dial 
directly impede the peace 
process. 

Actions affecting 
Jerusalem 

Historically, successive 
U.S. administration have 
refused to recognise Israel’s 
claim tc* have Jerusalem as 
its exclusive capital. They 
have also refused to accept 
die Palestinian claim to a 
capital in East Jerusalem. 
After Israelis and 
Palestinians signed a peace 
agreement. the Clinton 
administration became more 
adamant on the position that 
no outside party can take 
any action that might preju- 
dice the outcome of final 
status talks and imjiede die 
search for peace. 

Recent actions taken by 
Congress, however, not only 
press the administration to 
violate the essence of the 
Israeli -Palestinian accords 
by unilaterally accepting the 
Israeli claim to exclusive 
control over Jerusalem, they 
are also designed to put U.S. 
diplomacy into a comer In 
order to force die i^sue. 

With the House 
Concurrent Resolution relat- 
ing to the 50th Anniversary 
of die Reunification of the 
City of Jerusalem tH.CON. 
60 1. Congress, once again, 
pres-cs the administration lu 
accept die Israeli claim to 


Jerusalem. 

The resolution's operative 
language reads: 

Resolved by the House of 
Representatives (the Senate 

concurring k that the 
Congress 

1. call upon the president 
and the secretary of stale to 
affirm publicly as a matter 
of United Stales policy that 
Jerusalem must remain the 
undivided capital of the state 
of Israel: and 

2. urge United States offi- 
cials to refrain from any 
actions that contradict this 
policy. 

Congressional amend- 
ments to the Foreign 
Relations Authorisation Act 

i H.R. 1757). which includes 
ihc State Department 
Authorisation, are even 

more egregious in that they 
prescribe specific U.S. 

actions to enforce the Israeli 
claim. Section 1709 of the 
Bill authorises the appropri- 
ation of S25 million for fis- 
cal year J99S and $75 mil- 
lion for fiscal year 1999 “for 
the construction of a United 

States Embassy in 

Jerusalem. Israel.” 

The bill goes on to press 
the administration in fur- 
therance of Israel's claim, 
noting that; 

None of the funds autho- 
rised to be appropriated by 
this division may be avail- 
able for the publication of 
any official government doc- 
ument which lists countries 
and their capital cities unless 
the publication identifies 
Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel. 

Going even further to 
enforce the Israeli claim to 
Jerusalem and to deny any 
legitimacy to the Palestinian 
claim to the ciLy is a section 
in the Foreign Operations 
FY9S Appropriations Bill 
IH.R. 2159) which micro- 
manages the conduct of U.S. 
diplouto# in a series of 
hi zaire Instructions. The bill 
mandates that: 

None of U.S. funds pro- 
vided "may be obligated or 
expended to create in any 
part of Jerusalem a new 
office or any department, or 
agency of U.S. government 
for the purpose of consider- 
ing official U.S. government 
business with the Palestinian 
National Authority.” 
Meetings, on these issues, 
between U.S. officers and 
employees and Palestinians 
"should continue to take 
place in locations other than 
Jerusalem.” 

The bill, however, affords 
an exception allowing U.S. 
officers and employees to 
meet in Jerusalem with 
Pale. -. 1 : nians on the other 
A-jbjccts. ‘have social con- 
tact and have incidental dis- 
c unions.” 

While the above restric- 
tion:. on diplomatic contact 
in Jerusalem have the effect 
of law and are. therefore, 
forced on U.S. officials 
whose ability to operate in 
Jerusalem is severely con- 
-iraitieJ. the Clinton odmin- 
i-n .radon has correctly 


refused to endorse the con- 
gressronally mandated 
recognition of Jerusalem as 
Israel's capital, stating that 
“it is unwise for the United 
States to take actions that 
could be interpreted as prej- 
udicing sensitive matters, 
such as Jerusalem, that the 
parties themselves have 
agreed should be decided in 
final status talks/' 

The administration knows 
that any move by the U.S. to 
recognise the Israeli claim 
prior to the completion of 
the peace process would: 

— sabotage the peace 
process; 

— destroy die credibility 
of the U.S. as a negotiator, 
and 

— damage U.S. standing 
ihrouihout the Arab and 
Muslin World. 

Saifttions against Syria 

In April of last year, the 
president signed the Anti- 
Terrorism and Effective 
Death Penalty Act of 1996, 
which included a provision 
allowing for sanctions 
against governments 
accused of supporting ter- 
rorism. Responding to 
administration concerns, the 
bill contained provisions 
authorising the Department 
of the Treasury, in consulta- 
tion with the State 
Department, to issue regula- 
tions allowing for some 
exceptions to the prohibi- 
tions. 

In order to sustain Syrian 
engagement in the peace 
process and recognising the 
key role that Syria played in 
the coalition effort to liber- 
ate Kuwait, the administra- 
tion has used the flexibility 
provided in the act to permit 
U.S. engagement and private 
investment in Syria. 

H.R. 748, which recently 
passed in the House, 
removes Executive Branch 
flexibility and thereby man- 
dates complete sanctions 
against Syria. A companion 
resolution is on the Senate 
calendar. Language that will 
have similar implications 
also appears in the Senate 
passed version of RR. 1757 
(S.903) — The Foreign 
Relations Authorisation AcL 

If the administration does 
not convince the Congress to 
ease its stance and the sanc- 
tions are implemented 
against Syria, the Syrian- 
Israeli track in the peace 
process and U.S. diplomacy 
in the broader Middle East 
will be seriously impaired. 

Anti-Arab boycott efforts 

Supporters of Israel have 
long engaged in pressuring 
politicians to take steps 
against the Arab boycott of 
Israel. As a result, they have 
succeeded in having the U.S. 
take Israel's side in this mat- 
ter. There is now a U.S. law 
which prohibits U.S. firms 
from honouring the boycott 
and there are several penal- 
ties imposed on violators. 

But Congress is now push- 


ing harder to pressure Arab 
states by both accelerating 
their anti-boycott campaign 
and by seeking to tie U.S. 
arms sales to ending the 
boycott. 

In a "Sense of the 
Congress" amendment to 
the Foreign Operations bill, 
the Senate spells out its pol- 
icy that “The Arab League 
countries should immediate- 
ly and publicly renounce the 
primary boycott of Israel 
and the secondary and ter- 
tiary boycott of American 
firms that have commercial 
ties with Israel.” The amend- 
ment goes on to urge the 
president to, “take into con- 
sideration the participation 
of any recipient country in 
the primary boycott of 
Israel... when determining 
whether to sell weapons to 
said country." And more 
ominously threatens to, 
“encourage the allies and 
trading partners of the 
United States to enact laws 
prohibiting business from 
complying with the boycott 
and penalising businesses 
that do comply.” 

While this amendment is a 
“Sense of the Congress" 
and. therefore, is not binding 
on the administration, it 
shows how far this Congress 
will go to jeopardise U.S.- 
Arab relations in order to 
pass pro-Israel legislation. 

The Middle East 
Peace Facilitation Act 

Immediately following the 
Sept. 13, 1993, signing on 
the White House lawn, 
members of Congress 
promised to reconsider the 
status of the anli-fttieslinian 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) legislation they 
passed during the 1980s. 

Instead of rescinding this 
anti-Palestinian legislation. 
Congress passed MEPFA 
which gives the president 
. .the authority Jo provisional- 
ly suspend the^law restrict- 
ing U.S. contact, with the 
' PLO ‘fffefeby- alfowifig for 
U.S. diplomatic relations 
and foreign aid to the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA). MEPFA 
places a series of require- 
ments on the PNA as prereq- 
uisites to continued U.S. 
contact and aid. 

The Congressional 

Research Service tCRS) 
report on MEPFA notes that 
“tliere is no comparable sec- 
tion of U.S. law where 
Israeli commitments and 
compliance are monitored.” 
The “requirements” man- 
dated by Congress and cur- 
rently in place include that 
the PNA: 

1 . renounce the Arab boy- 
cott of Israel and work to 
end it; 

2. refrain from making 
statements that question 
Israel’s right to exist or urge 
armed conflict against 
Israel; 

3. disavow and nullify the 
PLO covenant; 

4. establish a Palestinian 
police force and a judicial 


system for apprehending ter- 
rorists and transferring them 
to Israel; 

5. insure the absence of 
terrorists in their ranks; 

6. stop any financial or 
training assistance to any 
terrorists; 

7. cooperate wife fee 
Israelis in preempting terror- 
ism, apprehending terrorists 
and transferring captured 
terrorists to Israel; 

8. disarm unlicensed citi- 
zens; 

9. not open any offices in 
Jerusalem; 

10. provide information 
about any U.S. citizens pre- 
viously held hostage by fee 
Palestinians; 

1 1. take no steps to change 
the status of Jerusalem, West 
Bank or Gaza Strip pending 
the outcome of permanent 
status negotiations. 

The& limitations are bla- 
tantly one sided and clearly 
excessive. This is even more 
the case since there is not a 
mechanism in place tying 
Israel's billions of dollars of 
aid to its non-compliance 
wife agreements. 

Just as fee Israelis com- 
plain feat the Palestinians 
are not always complying 
with the terms of the agree- 
ments, the Palestinians have 
submitted to Congress 34 
specific areas where the 
Israelis are in violation of 
their agreements with the 
Palestinians. 

But Congress, which 
insists that U.S. aid must be 
tied to compliance, will not 
act on Israel's behaviour. 

Congress' message to the 
Palestinians is clear. “Your 
compliance is required and 
we will enforce it Israeli 
compliance, or the lack 
thereof, is not oar concern.” 
As a result. Congress sub- 
verts the negotiating process 
by inserting itself as the 
enforcer of the peace agree- 
ments for only one side, and 
fee role of the U.S. as an 
honest broker is placed in 
jeopardy and IfeS- credibili- 
ty is threatened. 

While some in Congress 
now seek to further encum- 
ber MEPFA by imposing 
more severe requirements on 
the Palestinians, others 
argue feat it should be 
allowed to expire. 

The consequences of not 
renewing MEPFA are dan-, 
gerous: 

— contact wife the PLO 
would become illegal; 

— the Palestinian office in 
Washington would be forced 
to close: and 

— all diplomatic ties 

between fee U.S. and 
Palestinian National 

Authority would cease. 

In all four instances noted 
above, the consequences of 
congressional meddling can 
be devastating to both fee 
search for peace and to U.S. 
interests and diplomacy in 
the Middle East. The admin- 
istration knows this and 
therefore is attempting to 
confront these legislative 
efforts. 


The world will not be able to keep its hands off the Internet 


I» v Efi M. Noam 

CARMEL. New York — Fhrrc have be,*u heady 
days in Washington for feat mar-cilou? medium, llie 
Internet. 

Fir;L Ihc U.S. Supreme Court stnirk dov, a restric- 
tion- on indecent content, overturning a law paired 
virtually unanimou -ly bj Conaroy,. 

ITic Clinton adm ini miration had sfronjiy supported 
those restrictions. Rat !c-.-. than a v.eef: alter the jus- 
tices ruled, a While House group i:-'.ucd «<n usually 
vigorous opinion that advocated a feraely hands-off 
policy by goverament rvgcsrilng by - in conducted 
on the Internet. 

Is there any consistency here? Ir. a way. yes. Both 
admiiibuution positions pluy tc the cuiicrv And just 
as the defence uf regulated morality on fee Internet, 
though popular, proved to be a failure. >o will the 
cull for unregulated hitem-ei commerce faij. 

Tin; i- not became of nscdiile-or’e "ersaucruts. 
but because the Inicmet wfii hecoitie :ao -uccevdul 
to be treated diiicrcntiy tf jr.i fee rest ■ society and 
the rest u! the economy. Since :i e Ir/.cmcl has 
nioie-t from lechir ''reserve ;o offie-e peri., shopping 
mall and cntertuir.ivieiu arcade, it -heer fantasy to 
expect that it v.il! h» !ci; a libertarian island in a 
world full of jeoraus evmpci:i«;. end conflicting 
objective*. 

The Internet is not ti-e or.ly priority :n any country. 
The United Suite', lot c.,:u; : LJe. I Tig vsorried 
ah mu crime. con’::vjne.-m on e eh: i area. Tha: hs.s led 
it to seek rcg’Jlatiry rale.-: 0 “ p.: :~.ci :ap:iy and 
cucryptior.. and fee wvfec or' >chocils for ths 
Interact. 

Similarly. Bavaria cares about bate speech and 
public morali and sets, rales accordingly. For the 
It. Lncaage and ouIijk bis tile pr.urihes. and 
Internet services orisrinatine in the countrv must be 


ia French. Singapore worries about order. And so on. 

Americans may disagree with these concerns, but 
don’t they have their own? Most of the White House 
paper tells state and foreign governments, not 
Washington, to mend their ways. 

For all the rhetoric of an Internet “free trade /one " 
will the United Stales readily accept an Internet that 
includes Thai child pornography. Albanian tele-doc- 
tors. Cayman Island tax dodges. Monaco gambling. 
Nigerian stock Schemes. Cuban mail-order cata- 
logues? Or. for that matter, American violators of 
privacy, purveyors of junk e-mail or “self-regulat- 
ing” price-fixere? Unlikely. And other countries will 
fed the same on matters they care about 

Thus, for better or worse, each society will apply 
its accumulated wisdom, misconceptions, prefer- 
ences and interest group muscle to the rules govern- 
ing transactions over the intemeL And these rules 
will not be very different from those applied to the- 
rest of society. 

It is easy to engage in generalised auli-guvemnicnt 
rhetoric but hard to remain consistent. The internet 
industry too has been selective in its libertarianism. 

fl liked subsidies from the Pentagon and National 
Science Foundation that created the Internet in the 
first place, and the foundation money that is helping 
to develop the next-generation Internet IL It fought 
for regulated cheap access to phone networks. It 
supports subsidies for school and library Internet 
access. It exhorts the federal government lo carry a 
big stick imcrnationally to "protect its software 
against pirates. 

Most of this makes sense, but it is not exactly the 
free market 

Internet enthusiasts have a fallback hope: “You 
cannot regulate the Internet.” The idea is that clever 
youngsters can always find a way to ran electronic 
circles around any restriction, so why even uv to 


regulate? The fallacy is to focus on fee electronic 
bits, which indeed are very hard to controL 

Communications are a matter not just of signals 
but of people, institutions and physical hardware; 
the arm of the law can reach them. A government 
will go after static and physical elements if it cannot 
reach mobile or intangible ones. 

For example, instead of taxing transactions over 
the Internet, which will prove difficult and ineffi- 
cient. a government tnigbrtax the physical delivery. 
Instead of controlling information, it might mandate 
hardware to do so, like the V-chip in American tele- 
vision sets. 

It seems that the new medium is like an inkblot 
lest, an electronic blob into- which all project their 
own fantasies, hopes and fears. 

Traditionalists find the dark, forces of degeneracy, 
Libertarians detect the heavy hand of government. 
Leftists discover the sharing community, devoid of 
the avarice of private business. Internationalists ■ 
expect the global village. ... 

This kind of dreaming is common for new tech- 
nology. and it is usually wrong. The reality will be 
feorc mundane; The Internet will be enormously 
important, but it will not create anew regulatory sys- 
tem. It’s nice to dream of it as a global force of lib: 
e ration, bm it may also have fee unintended opposite 
effect, if more controls are levied on people and 
property instead of on transactions and information. 

The White House, commendably, says all the right 
things, But if we watch what it does to its own 
sacred cows, not what it tell others lo do, we should 
not expect a deregulatoiy revolution. 

The writer is professor of finance and economics at 
the Columbia Business School This article is . 
reprmtedfrom The New York Times. 


Olympics 

revisited 

By Ail Kassay 

THOUSANDS OF years 
ago, ancient Greeks decided 
to celebrate the Olympic 
games, so they laid down 
their arms, and invited all 
their enemies to do the same. 

When this was done, accord- f* • 

ing to Dave Barry’s book 
“Stay fit until yon die”, the 
Greeks snatched up their 
armg and hacked their ene- 
mies to bits. 

This probably explains 
why the Olympic games 
came to have the slogan: 
‘■Competition without con- 
flict” You see, fee games 
were probably initially 
devised as a method of ensur- 
ing that no enemies were left 
with whom to have a conflict. 

When this objective was 
achieved, the defense budget 
was dropped, which peeved ( 
fee military of ancient 
Greece; the aims industry 
started laying off workers, 
who were all equally upset, 
and fee arms lobby started 
complaining about loss of 
exports, which upset all eco- 
nomic planners. 

But the games saved fee 
day. They created new ene- 
mies which ensured that 
funds were found to finance 
research, development and . 
procurement of new forms of 
tips for spears that were more , 

efficient at doing the other * 

fellow a spot of no good, and 
everyone lived happily ever 
after That is, everyone who 
lived was happy with the 
Olympic games. 

All of this, of course, hap- 
pened many years ago. It is 
therefore refreshing to see 
feat the Olympic games as 
we know them in the twenti- 
eth century have kept up all 
the noble traditions of their 
forerunners. 

. Take, for instance, fee Psn- 
Arah Games that have just 
concluded and which were 
intended to embody fee deep 
bonds of affection and frater- 
nity that exist between every 
Arab and his fellow Arab 
Every day, many brother 
Arab newspapers came up 
wife allusions casting doubt 
on the competence and 
integrity of the referees. 

Venom was lavished wife . 

generous' pens upon .fee ’ 

umpires whenever the defeat- 
ed athlete belonged to the 
same country as fee newspa- 
per or, alternatively, when the 
loser belonged to a brother 
Arab countries that was 
viewed with more affection 
by the journalist than fee 
brother Arab country of the 
winner. 

Eventually, spectators 1 

decided that the pen, though 
mightier than the sword, is 
not mighty enough to give 
justice to their feelings and 
they proceeded to smash up 
fee stadium that bad cost so 
much aid money to build. 

Naturally, their objective was , 

to attract even more aid * 

money to Lebanon, this time 
to finance repair work, and to 
ensure more jobs for our 
brother Lebanese construc- 
tion workers. 

Nor was the tradition of 
fomenting discord fee only 
one that the Gaines have pre- • 

served. When the pews came 
out feat fee Jordanian soccer 
team had won the gold 
medal, enough ammunition 
was fired in fee skies of 
Amman to fight a skirmish of j 

non -negligible proportions. I 

Others, unarmed, expressed < 

their joy by dangling from . 

the windows of moving cars, , 

and others yet were seen 
standing or sitting. on top of 
assorted motor vehicles. The ; 

Jordanian expression of J 

euphoria not only kept up [he * 

ancient . Greek traditions of I 

supporting fee arms industry, 
but also the medical services! j 

As usual, there is no [ 

acknowledgement of the * 

casualty toll, and since no 
foreign news agency decided « 

to take up fee issue, no one 
else win TTw matter is left 
entirely to the speculation of 
gossiptnongeis whose esti- 
mates of the dead and injured « 

..Sfflfe as an observer I 

commented on that memo- ! 

table evening: ft is nice to / C 

see pcopfe happy. TTiey ■ V 

not felt this- way for a lone 
time. e 
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Men want our votes but not our voice, say women 


Women in parliament 



By Robert Otani 

K1SUMU. Kcsiyst — Parlia- 
r.ienl’s defeat of a bill seek- 
ing to increase ibe number 

i»f women MPs has out- 
raged women acniss Kenya. 

Their anger is nol simply 
over the squashing <>i' the 
proprjsal. but (be dismissive 
way in which ii was reject- 
ed. 

The session was unusual- 
ly mwdy, with members 
Ivckling and shviuiing dow'O 
an opposition MP, fCiraiiu 
Muiungi. and others voic- 
ing sympathy with Phoebe 
A>ijus bill. 

"It was as if they were 
specifically attacking Mr. 
Mu rungi when he s:<x»d up 
lo suppr?rt Mrs. Asiyo. for 
breaking ranks with the 
men." said Waojini Kabira. 
head nf the Consultative 
Centre for Gender Equity 
and of a newly formed 
women’s caucus. 

‘Frankly. 1 don’t think 
most of the MPs even read 
the motion before if was 
brought to parliament.* 1 she 
added. 

Nancy Banua. who chairs 
the Kenyan chapter of the 
huemafional Federation of 
Women Lawyers, said: "I 
never knew how undisci- 
plined ( Kenyan ) partiamen- 
larians ctmld be." 

She was one of more than 
200 women who thronged 
the parliamentary gallery lo 
show support for Uic bills 
proposal that the govern- 
ment should set aside two 
seats for women in each of 
the eight provinces in the 
general election due before 
the end of this year. 

It had also sought to make 
it mandatory for all parties 
to set aside a third of their 
parliamentary' nominations 
for womcn. 

Womcn make up less than 
10 per cent uf the 188-seat 


parliament. Only one 
woman sits in the cabinet, 
Syiva Mwendwa, minister 
of culture and social ser- 
vices. 

Ms. B 2 ra 2 a said: "ft 
seems as if most MPs did 
not really understand the 
issues. They preferred to 
trivial sc mailers in ways 
clearly meant to patronise 
women but retain the status 
quo" 

One cabinet minister, 
John Koech. infuriated the 
women when he described 
the motion a* premaiure 
and likened it to a seven- 
month focuis urging itself 
to he hom. 

Mary Okello, an educa- 
tionist and banker, retorted: 
"Think of all the premature 
babies whct’ve insisted on 
being bom in their awn 
lime and who grew up in be 
brilliant human beings. 

"AH women want is the 
right lo be fully involved in 
helping to solve this coun- 
try’s problems. They (the 
men) want our votes and not 
our voice." 

Particularly galling to 
women was the assertion by 
an assistant minister in the 
president ’s office. Moody 
Awon. that women pre- 
ferred to be led by men and 
therefore ir would be wrong 
to force female leaders 
upon them. As the house 
roared in amused approval. 
Awon added: "Culturally. 
Kenyans are not ready for 
women leaders. You cannot 
legislate against culture." 

After the debate, opposi- 
tion firebrand Martha Karua 
pointed out that the propos- 
als were similar to those 
implemented in many coun- 
tries, “including neighbour- 
ing Tanzania and Uganda, 
as well as in Africa's newest 
democracies — Eritrea, 
South Africa. Namibia and 
Mozambique. These are all 


countries in which women 
have forged ahead, espe- 
cially on the economic 
front, once they integrated 
women into key policy- 
making positions.” 

A few MPs suggested that 
women should use their 
national numerical superi- 
ority lo attain positions of 
power and leadership 
instead of pleading with 
parliament and the govern- 
ment to intercede for them. 

But the bill’s sponsor, 
Mrs. Asiyo. argued that this 
reasoning was flawed as 
there was more to gaining a 
parliamentary seat than just 
numbers. 

"Election campaigns are a 
very expensive affair in 
Kenya," she said. “Women 
do not have the economic 
strength lo battle it out fair- 
ly with their male counter- 
parts. Elections in Kenya 
are linked to one’s econom- 
ic standing." 

Eddah Gachukia, execu- 
tive director of the Forum 
for African Women Educa- 
tionists. said: "It’s a pity 
that most MPs don’t sup- 
port the motion since even 
President Daniel Arap Moi 
recently advocated affirma- 
tive action when he suggest- 
ed that the post of chiefs 
(local administration iead- 
cm) be allocated to 
women." 

Mr. Moi has repeatedly 
declared that he fully sup- 
ports women's causes. He 
cites minister Mwendwa’ 
recent appointment as an 
example of his commit- 
ment. 

But Mr. Moi has also cast 
aspersions on the 
international women's con- 
ference which took place in 
China in 1995, calling it bei 
chinj (Swahili for “low 
price"), maintaining that it 
was for women of low 
moral standing. 


One of the lessons of the 
debate is that, despite men's 
promises of support, 

women cannot rely on their 
male colleagues to help 
them achieve their social, 
economic and political 


goals. 

" Their determination to 
keep up the pressure was 
displayed by the formation 
of die women's caucus 
immediately after the sit- 
ting. 


Even before the motion 
had been tabled, a Democ- 
ratic Party politician. Chari- 
ty Katuki Ngifu, pointed to 
the way ahead by declaring 
that she would stand for the 
presidency in the forthcom- 


ing election. 

"It's a pity that parliament 
has failed to seize the 
opportunity to give more 
women the chance to lead." 
said Mrs. Asiyo. "That was 
a very harmless motion and. 


even if (only) for the sake of 
public relations, KANU 
(the ruling parry ) and all the 
men should have supported 
it." 

Gemini News Service 


Sahara refugees desperate to end 20-year exile 


Nomads doing just fine 
during Mongolia’s 
economic turmoil 


By Tracey Ober 
Reuter 

RABUNI, Algeria — The 
sand is deep, while and 
fine, the kind coveted at 
Oceanside resorts. But in 
Algeria's Haraada desert it 
is just another hardship for 
the Western Sahara 
refugees. 

Sand whirls around 12- 
year-old Farsa as she strug- 
gles to drag a plastic water 
jug to her tent and she 
>quints against the glaring 
reflection of desert sun. 

Farsa points to the west- 
ern horizon and says she 
warns to go there, to her 
parents' homeland, where 
there is some green and 
ocean and enough food. 

Her family, among the 
tens of thousands of 
refugees who fled the for- 
mer Spanish colony as the 
Moroccans moved in. has 
lived in one of the world's 
most desolate and inhos- 
pitable spots for more than 
20 years. 

Housed in four sprawling 
camps based in Rabuni, in 
southwest Algeria, they 
have endured harsh condi- 
tions that have created a 
generation of malnour- 
ished. diseased and undere- 
ducated children. 

Many of the refugees 
have stayed for one reason 
— their dream of an inde- 


By Elizabeth Weise 

The Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
U.S. government warns to 
ensure that law enforcement 
officials have electronic 
"keys” giving them access 
to every computer in the 
country. But that may be 
technologically impossible 
and could add billions of 
dollars to the cost of com- 
pmer systems, experts say. 

in response, the govern- 
ment said the computer 
experts have set up an easi- 
ly-knocked down straw 
man, because their report 
considers only the worst of 
worse cases. 

The report, issued last 
week by a team of scientists 
and researchers in the field 
of computer security, looks 
at a type of computer securi- 


pendent homeland 

A visit to the camps last 
month by United Nations 
special envoy James Baker, 
sent to unblock the peace 
process in the region, 
reawakened the refugees' 
dormant hopes. 

Liberty, the most 
important thing 

”1 think not one of us has 
ever really lost the hope 
that one day we can return. 
If we lost that we would not 
be able to survive,” 
Majeena. who /eft Western 
Sahara when she was five 
and grew up in the camps, 
told Reuters. 

She now studies account- 
ing at university in Geneva 
and her father lives in 
Moroccan -controlled West- 
ern Sahara, but she always 
comes back to the camps, 
the only borne she's ever 
known. 

“The most important 
thing for me is my liberty. 
Some Sahrawi live in occu- 
pied territory and have 
money and things we don’t 
have, but I’d rather live here 
with my freedom.” Majeena 
said. 

Mr. Baker was met by 
near-hysteria in the Sinara 
camp where almost the 
entire population of 40.000 
turned out to greet him with 
women ululating, children 


ty known as key escrow. 

It is based on computer 
encryption programmes that 
use mathematical proce- 
dures to scramble data so 
that it is difficult or impossi- 
ble for anyone but an 
intended recipient to decode 
and read. 

In key escrow, each coded 
message comes with a key 
that can unlock it. Because 
governments worldwide are 
concerned about the ability 
of criminals to use comput- 
ers to hide information, 
some of them want copies 
of those keys. 

in the opinion of the 
experts, it will not work. 

First, they say, it injects an 
element of risk into a sys- 
tem which is supposed to 
foster confidence by creat- 
ing an outside party with 
access to supposedly secure 


cheering, older men hold- 
ing banners, soldiers at 
attention and even a small 
military band. 

“Mr. Baker, please, please 
help us. we want our inde- 
pendence," shouted 27- 
year-old Sultana in perfect 
English. 

A security guard for the 
former U.S. secretary of 
state said he had never seen 
such pandemonium. 

But some of the refugees, 
having been disappointed 
many times before, passed 
beyond the niceties of pro- 
tocol. 

"That man Baker has to 
understand us. We hope he 
will be fair. We have sacri- 
ficed a lot, our friends, 
sons, and we want to have 
independence,” Embarka 
Khalil. 60 and living in a 
dingy tent with few person- 
al touches, told Reuters 
before bis visit. 

Her husband was killed in 
the 15-year war Polisario, 
the Sahrawi independence 
movement, fought against 
Morocco and her son is a 
prisoner of war in Morocco. 
“This is all I have. I may 
never see ray home again,” 
she said as tears filled her 
eyes. 

She and many of the esti- 
mated 170.000 refugees see 
only two paths: the one 
mapped out by Mr. Baker 
or a return to war. 


information. 

Any key recovery system 
would create centralised 
databases holding thousands 
and even millions of keys — 
high-value targets more 
likely to be worth the cost 
and risk of hacker attacks 
than anything now existing. 

“It is mind-boggling to 
imagine the scale of the 
repositories that would need 
to be created" said Hal 
Abelson of Massachussetts 
institute of Technology 
(MIT), one of the report’s 
authors. 

Second, a fully function- 
ing key recovery infrastruc- 
ture is an extraordinarily 
complex system, which only 
adds to the possibility of 
catastrophic failure. 

From a purely technical 
standpoint, die scientists 
say, universal key escrow 


A referendum on inde- 
pendence promised by the 
United Nations in 1991 has 
failed to materialise and the 
refugees, isolated in their 
desert wasteland, feel the 
world has forgotten them. 

Polisario keeps troops 
combat-ready 

While not eager to return 
to war, Polisario has kept 
troops trained with the 
desert warfare skills of their 
nomadic ancestors, sending 
boys to the front with 
Morocco at age 18, and 
maintaining a supply of 
arms and tanks. 

They also keep tight con- 
trols on the camps, keeping 
any signs of permanence to 
a minimum — there is not 
even a mosque — and 
fuelling the desire for inde- 
pendence with tales of hor- 
ror in the- morocco-con- 
trolled or “occupied” terri- 
tory. 

Polisario ’s critics have 
accused the group of intim- 
idating some refugees into 
staying in the squalid 
camps to keep pressure on 
the international communi- 
ty- 

Once shunned as a Marx- 
ist revolutionaries, the Arab 
Sahara Democratic Repub- 
lic proclaimed by Polisario 
is recognised by 72 coun- 
tries, mostly in Africa, 


would be almost bound to 
fail. Every programme has a 
bug or two. Large complex 
programmes, which this 
level of key escrow would 
require, would surely con- 
tain several. Each of those 
flaws makes the system vul- 
nerable to breakdown or 
attack — the computer 
equivalent of handing out 
keys and maps to every 
house in America. 

And finally, the report 
concludes, the costs of the 
extensive system desired by 
the government have been 
neither described nor 
demonstrated, but are likely 
to be very high. 

What extensive system is 
that, wondered William 
Reinsch of the Bureau of 
Export A dminis tration in 
the Department of Com- 
merce, the agency that regu- 


Soutb America and Asia, 
and gets arms and ammuni- 
tion from Algeria. 

It has a flag, a parliament 
of sorts and ministries for 
information, foreign affairs 
and defence among others. 

Women elected by Amer- 
ican -style town meetings 
run cooperative groups 
within the camps to distrib- 
ute food, clothes, housing, 
health and education. 

They work in collectives 
without pay and depend on 
aid from international 

groups. 

One teenager showed a 
visitor a decrepit truck he 
was fixing up. glowing with 
pride as he explained how 
he earned money to buy- 
paint. 

The refugees have learned 
to survive on very little, but 
aid workers say 15 to 20 per 
cent of the children suffer 
severe malnutrition. Others 
are stunted by inadequate 
iron and protein intake and 
rampant dysentery from 
contaminated water. 

The population has a high 
level of eye disease because 
of sandstorms and glare, 
and thyroid problems. 

"These have these dis- 
eases only because they are 
refugees and living in these 
difficult conditions. These 
are not native to the popula- 
tion,” said a Spanish nurse 
who works at one of the 


lates the export of pro- 
grammes using strong cryp- 
tography. 

The researchers appear to 
be envisioning a single, key 
management system for the 
entire world geared to meet- 
ing all law enforcement's 
needs. 

"They have imagined a 
system that is not the one 
we intend to create, and 
having imagined it, they 
then proceed to knock it 
down." Mr. Reinsch said. 

Rather than one cen- 
tralised system, the govern- 
ment expects private busi- 
nesses to build their own 
key escrow databases. 

Say, for example, the 
Bank of America decided to 
promote electronic banking. 
It would need strong 
encryption to make it safe 
for customers to use the sys- 


camp hospitals. 

A report by U N. High 
Commissioner for 

Refugees said water sup- 
plies at the camps, usually 
from shallow wells drawing 
on the same water table that 
the latrines empty into, 
were among the worst in 
the world. 

*Tve lost sympathy for 
the Polisario after seeing 
how they've let their people 
waste away in refugee 
camps." said one U.N. 
worker who did not want to 
be named. 

Diplomats in the region 
say privately that the 
international community is 
eager to resolve the con- 
flict. in pan because of the 
plight of the refugees, but 
also because it is an irritant 
in a sensitive region at 
NATO’s southern flank. 

They see the solution as 
some sort of federal state 
for Western Sahara within 
Morocco rather than full 
independence. 

Bui for desert survivors 
like the Sahrawi refugees, 
there is only one route 
home. 

“If we return to our land, 
it will be with dignity.” 
Mrs. Khalil said. “We 
would rather live here in 
these hard conditions than 
there with oppression and 
colonisation." 


tem. 

"But you'd probably want 
key recovery- in case your 
customers lose their key" 
Mr. Reinsch said. 

It's those smaller, decen- 
tralised systems that law 
enforcement would use. 
rather than setting up one 
massive, central system, he 
said. 

Other critics point out that 
the groups and companies 
involved in putting the 
report together have an eco- 
nomic stake in getting the 
government give up on its 
efforts to promote key 
escrow systems. 

U.S. -based companies are 
currently restricted by law 
from exporting programmes 
containing strong encryp- 
tion, which locks them out 
of an increasingly important 
international market 


SEROON HUITEN. Mon- 
golia ( AP) ■ — Like many 
other Mongolian nomads. 
Badamhand's lifestyle is so 
similar to her ancestors’ that 
most of it would seem famil- 
iar to Genghis Khan. 

She lives in a “ger.” a cir- 
cular wooden -framed tent 
covered with white cloth and 
felt made from sheep wool. 

Smoke from the dung she 
bums to heat the ger and 
cook food rises through a 
round hole in the roof. 

But Khan, the 13th-centu- 
ry Mongolian conqueror, 
would be shocked by some 
other sights at her home in 
southern Mongolia: solar 
panels, electric lights and a 
television set. Badamhand 
said she will soon buy a 
video cassette recorder. 

The changes are a few 
examples of the way 
nomadic communities have 
been changing since Mongo- 
lia abandoned Communist 
rule in 1990. 

A populist movement 
forced the government to 
adopt democracy and capi- 
talism that year, and Mongo- 
lia has since been disman- 
tling its centralised Commu- 
nist economy with free- mar- 
ket reforms. 

The reforms have led to 
high unemployment, food 
shortages and inflation in 
cities and towns. But the 
nomads' bartering system 
and livestock supplies have 
protected them. And many 
are making more money 
selling their sheep and cattle 
in a free market 

Travelling through the 
wide open plains of Mongo- 
lia. few changes were appar- 
ent 

Badamhand. 45. and 
Tumurbatar. 48. follow tra- 
ditions that are widely prac- 
tised by fellow nomads. 

They dismantle their ger 
with each season’s change 
and move it across Mongo- 
lia's sparse plains to find 
better grazing land for their 
horses, sheep and goats. 

There are no fences or per- 
manent homes in rural areas 
and all the land remains in 
the public domain. 

They still do most of their 
travelling on horseback, 
often carrying a lariat at the 
end of a long pole to catch 


their livestock. 

Whenever they need to buy 
something beyond the meat 
and milk that they produce, 
they usually prefer to barter, 
not use money. 

And on special occasions, 
such as on election day, they 
proudly dress in traditional 
wide-sasbed robes, embroi- 
dered boots and ceremonial 
pointed hats. 

Early economic reforms 
gave all state-owned live- 
stock to the nomads, 
removed limits on the num- 
ber they could own. and 
freed diem to sell or barter 
their cows, sheep, horses, 
camels and yaks — and 
dairy products and cashmere 
— for any price they could 
get. 

Across Mongolia, live- 
stock numbers soared, and 
the nomads used their tradi- 
tions of self-reliance and 
bard work to prosper. 

With this prosperity, more 
and more nomads are buying 
products such as motorcy- 
cles and power generators. 
Some — such as Badam- 
hand and Tumurbatar — 
own solar panels and televi- 
sions. 

"Before, nomads couldn't 
work hard and get rich in 
Mongolia because of the 
Communists. Now we can 
and this is good." Badam- 
hand said in an interview 
inside her ger. 

“Our life is getting better. I 
guess we could even be con- 
sidered middle-class nomads 
now" she said with a jaugh. 

The solar panels, which 
the couple bought with cash 
three years ago from a trav- 
elling salesman, provide the 
power needed for electric 
lights, another rarity inside 
candle-lit gers. 

They could do that because 
the herds they inherited from 
their nomadic parents and 
those they received from the 
state have now grown to 700 
horses, cows and sheep. 

Like many nomads who 
live within a two-hour drive 
of Ulan Bator, the capital, 
the couple have sent their 
son to college there. 

They plan to rely on him to 
cany rented videos to their 
ger on weekends aboard his 
motorcycle. 


‘Government attempts at computer surveillance are risky, costly’ 
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Iraq loses hundreds of millions 
with cut in oil exports — analysts 


DUBAI (AFP) — Iraq has 
lost hundreds of millions 
of dollars because of its 
suspension of U.N.-autho- 
rised oil sales and will not 
be able to recoup its losses, 
oil industry officials and 
analysts said Tuesday. 

The second term of the 
U.N. oil-for-food deal gave 
Iraq from June 8 until Sep- 
tember to export $1 billion 
worth of crude. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil on Monday rejected an 
Iraqi bid to postpone 
implementation of the sec- 
ond term until a new food 
distribution plan has been 
approved. 

“Iraq has already lost ~ 
several hundred million 
dollars." said Manouscher 
Takin, an expert with the 
Centre for Global Energy 
Studies in London, con- 
tacted by telephone. 

Iraq would have to 
export two million barrels 
a day (bpd ), at current mar- 


ket prices, to meet the $1 
billion sales target by the 
deadline of early Septem- 
ber. 

“Assuming that Iraq 
resumes oil sales next 
week, it would still have to 
export two million bpd, 
which is not possible. It 
cannot make up for the 
tim e, lost," another oil 
expert warned. 

Iraq's export capacity 
runs at between 1.3 million 
and 1.6 million bpd, he 
said, estimating the losses 
of the sanctions-hit coun- 
try at around $500 million 
because of its suspension 
of exports in June. 

The oil-for-food deal 
allows Iraq to export $2 
billion worth of oil, in two 
90-day periods, to finance 
imports of humanitarian 
supplies. 

It was launched in 
December, easing the sanc- 
tions which were slapped 
on Iraq for its August 1990 


invasion of Kuwait and 
have stayed in place since 
the 1991 Gulf war when it 
was evicted from the emi- 
rate. 

U.N. officials have said 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan is expected to 
approve the new distribu- 
tion plan in the coming 
days, clearing the way for 
Iraq to resume exports. 

But Baghdad, which has 
protested at U.N. delays in 
approving its food and 
medicine contracts and 
said its oil sales were not 
bringing in the goods, still 
has to finalise* its oil con- 
tracts. 

“Iraq has to submit a 
pricing formula and sign 
contracts with the clients. 
Exports will not be able to 
start up again before mid- 
August at the earliest," 
predicted an official of a 
European client for Iraqi 
oil. 

In New York, diplomats 


said Iraqi Ambassador 
Nizar Hamdoon appro- 
ached Security Counci 
President Peter Osvald on 
Friday 0 to argue that the oil 
exports should only be 
counted from the time the 
distribution plan is 
approved. 

But the Security Council 
agreed that Resolution 
1111 clearly stipulates the 
second six-month phase of 
the oil-for-food arrange- 
ment came into force on 
June 8, the diplomats said. 

In Resolution 1111, 
adopted on June 4. the 
Security Council renewed 
for a further 180 days, 
starting from June 8, the 
oil-for-food arrangement. 

Iraq's suspension of 
exports curbed a slide in 
crude prices, keeping them 
at above SIS a barrel, to 
the satisfaction of its ene- 
mies such as Saudi Arabia, 
the oil expert noted. 


Value of Kuwait foreign 
investment rise by $10 billion 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's 
1996/97 earnings from its 
huge foreign investments’ 
could exceed actual oil 
revenue of over three bil- 
lion dinars ($9.85 billion) 
for the previous fiscal 
year, Kuwait Investment 
Authority (KIA) said 
Tuesday. 

‘‘Preliminary estimates 
indicate that our return on 
investment in 1996/97 
(July-June) could exceed 
the state’s 1995/96 oil rev- 
enue of more than three 
billion dinars,” KIA chief 
Ali A1 Bader told Reuters. 

The value of KIA’s glob- 
al holdings are a state 
secret but banking sources 
estimate the current worth 
of the investment portfolio 
at around $40 billion. 

“Return in 1995/96 was 


about 18 per cent and 
1996/97 is expected to be 
around 20 per cent. It all 
depends on (world) mar- 
ket performance,” he 
added. 

But economists argue 
that KIA, the state invest- 
ment arm, should not cal- 
culate appreciation in the 
value of various assets as 
a return on investment. 

“Firms calculate appre- 
ciation say in die price of 
real estate or stock assets 
as a return on investment 
but country’s should not 
do that,” said Kuwaiti 
economist Jassem AJ 
Saadoun. 

“It is dangerous to do 
that because what will 
happen if the market 
moved in the negative 
direction. This should not 


NEW GENERAL MANAGER FOR 
SHARM EL SHEIKH MARRIOTT BEACH RESORT 

THE AREA Vice-President for Marriott in the Middle East Region. Harry 
Bosschaart, has just appointed Gus Ismail as the new General Manager 
lor Sharm El Sheikh Marriott Beach Resort - Egypt 
Mr. Ismail is a Jordanian, married with two 
children. He is a 17 year veteran of 
Marriott . who began his career at the 
Amman Marriott Hotel In 1981 as a Front 
Desk Supervisor. Alter receiving several 
promotions and reaching the position ot 
Resident Manager at the Amman Marriott 
Mr. Ismail moved to the Cairo Marriott Hotel 
in 1991 to assume the position ol 
Executive Assistant Manager, 
in 1993, Mr. Ismail transferred to the 
Warsaw Marriott where he worked as both 
Resident Manager and Director of 
Operations prior to his move to Sharm El 
Sheikh to assume the position of General 
Manager. 



be seen as profit because 
we did not liquidate the 
assets, their value rose but 
we still hold them," said 
the leading Kuwaiti econ- 
omist “KIA must use con- 
servative accounting 
methods." 

In May KIA cut its stake 
in British Petroleum to 6.3 
per cent by selling 170 
million shares for $2 bil- 
lion which executives said 
would be reinvested on 
the London market. 

Earnings from KIA's 
overseas operations are 
traditionally reinjected 
into the portfolio which 
was worth more than $100 
billion prior to Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of the oil-rich 
state. 

By law, 10 per cent of 
total state revenues in the 
budget is deposited in the 
overseas investment nest 
egg which fell to around 
$30 billion after paying 
for the huge costs of the 


1991 Gulf war to free 
Kuwait of a seven-month 
Iraqi occupation and 
reconstruction pro- 
grammes. 

Kuwait’s 1997/98 bud- 
get forecasts an oil rev- 
enue of 2.56 billion dinars 
— almost unchanged from 
the previous year — and a 
total revenue of 3.105 bil- 
lion dinars. 

Actual figures for the 
previous fiscal year which 
ended June 30, 1997 have 
not been issued yet but 
officials and economists 
say oil revenue exceeded 
projections due to a rise in 
world oil prices. 

In recent years Kuwait 
with an OPEC quota of 
two million barrels per 
day, has calculated its oil 
revenue at a conservative 
weighted average of $13.5 
a barrel but Kuwaiti 
crudes exceeded that by 
some $5 a barrel in 1996, 
bankers say. 


TWO FURNISHED-GROUND- 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


Each consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, 2 bathrooms within 
a new building, separate entrance, large planted garden, 
garage with a roof, independent heating, elevator, a 
building guard. New furniture and electrical appliances 
that were not used before. Gardens Street. 

.. Ktff those eoaceraed please caflTeL 5S34812, . 

Mohammad SfiaSq, mobile: 253*7 . 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at ._. 29/07/97 18:03 



£ttSD' 

:=OEM- 

"GBP- 

; CHF- 

r; jw* 


:xmv 



US Dollar 

- 

12297 

0.6136 

141142 

117.70 

14853 

178740 

2.0622 

6.1724 

DEMark 

0.5465 

• 

02352 

04277 

6440 

0-7568 

97624 

1.1269 

34732 

GB Sterling 

1.6296 

24831 

- 

24662 

19149 

22575 

291146 

34596 

104567 

CH Franc 

04604 

12027 

0.4031 

. 

7724 

04148 

1179.15 

136.18 

44748 

JP Yen 

0.0085 

1.5534 

02206 

12851 

- 

1.1760 

15.16 

17546 

52377 

CA Dollar 

0.7219 

1.3279 

0.4346 

14950 

1.18 

- 

1290172 

14958 

44753 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0230 

02429 

04846 

1519.99 

0.7746 

. 

1143 

34491 

NL Guilder 

0.4849 

88.70 

02972 

7349 

5745 

04716 

86548 


24889 

FR Franc 

0.1620 

02964 

0.0994 

244192 

1945 

02245 

3341 

334100 

- 
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US Dollar 

- 

0.7080 

3.7505 

04770 

34398 

04044 

34728 

153940 

34825 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4124 

- 

52973 

04325 

5.1410 

04299 

5.1876 

2173.73 

42775 

Saudi Riyal 

0.2666 

0.1888 

. 

0.1005 

047 

04812 

048 

41045 

04019 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

12781 

92488 

- 

9.66 

04075 

9.74 

408244 

84728 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.1945 

14304 

1.0304 

- 

0.0836 

141 

42243 

04293 

Kuwait Dinar 

32852 

22259 

122210 

12384 

1146 

- 

1247 

505545 

04293 

Emirates Dinar 

02723 

0.1928 

14212 

0.1026 

04910 

04829 

- 

41943 

04210 

Lebanese/1000 

-*-0.65 

04600 

2.4370 

02450 

24650 

0.1978 

24865 

. 

.2.1979 

l Egyptian 

02956 

02093 

1.1088 

0.1115 

14761 

0.0900 

14858 

45449 

- 1 
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Mid-East Currencies 
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Brent 

19.13 

1921 


SA Riyal 

02666 

04880 

0.16363 

040378 

31409 

KY.Texa 

1943 

1944 


AE Dirham 

02723 

049908 

0.16709 

041246 

324739 

Bonny 

19.13 

1921 


KW Dinar 

32852 

6.02047 

2.01613 

447512 

386497 

Dubai 

17.60 

1742 


BH Dinar 

04770 

446145 

1.62787 

441929 

3124 

UL Gas 

19640 

19640 


CY Pound 

14565 

3.3959 

1.1385 

24095 

218428 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 





{. Period 


c 


Gold (oz*s) 

3264 

327.1 


Cncyri 





Silver (oz’sj 

444 

446 


USD 

5.51 

548 

5.69 

5.73 

543 

Platinum (oz’s) 

426 

429 


GBP 

641 

745 

7.19 

746 

T40 

AL (3 Months) 

1690 

1694 


JPY 

042 

048 

040 

048 

049 

CU (3 Months) 

2346 

2347 


DEM 

X03 

3.12 

324 

320 

348 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1470 

1480 


FRF 

321 

340 

348 

345 

343 

Lead (3 Months 

630 

635 


CHF 

145 

146 

144 

146 

1.74 * 

Nl (3 Months) 

7435 

7440 


m_ 

6.78 

642 

6.73 

648 

643 


Main Equity Indices 




Value 




i?Lo«& 

PrCts 

NewYorfc 

DOW JONES 

811646 

■445" 

-046 

613346 

809247 

8121.11 

Newyork 

S&P500 

93549 

-046 

-045 

93721 

93246 

93645 

London 

FT-SE 100 

4873 

104 

021 

48954 

4856.7 

48624 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE 225 

20402.74 

-17242 

-044 

20698.7 

204022 

205752 

Paris 

CAC40 

30244 

22 

047 

304223 

3015.15 

30222 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

438149 

1043 

024 

439847 

437943 

4371.16 


Energy 



“ JOD Cross Rates 
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Coffee (c/lbs) 

20025 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.706 

0.710 

Cocoa (S/ton] 

1564 

Spot 


GB Stertllng 

1.1544 

1.160Z 

Sugar (S/ton) 

346 

Spot 


DEMark . 

02852 

02871 

Wheat (3/ton) 

144 

Spot 


CH Franc 

04675 

04698 

Soya (c/lbs) 

2144 

Spot - 


FR Franc 

0.1142 

0.1148 

Tea (stg/kg) 

137 

Spot 


JP Yen 

04022 

0.6052 

Barley (3/bsh) 

0 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

02418 

02435 

Rice (3/ton) 

480 

Spot 


IT Lira 

02957 

02977 





* Source: Central Bank a 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Twofold 
5 Mantelpiece 
10 At the summit 

14 Italian wine 

15 Rutter 

16 Davenport 

17 Folk singer, 

Joan 

18 Hippodrome 

19 Ship’s boom 

20 Turkish capital 

22 Places a call 

23 Prado or Tate: 
abbr. 

26 Wriggling 

27 Drink down 
greedily 

28 Depth charge 
30 Building 

material 

32 Swindler 

33 Largest of 
seven 

34 Select 

37 Conclusion of 
7D 

41 Hockey great 

42 Sedimentary 
; material 

43 Slander's kin 

44 Emerson’s 

\ middle name 

46 Juxtaposed 

47 Disinclined 
50 Sordid 

52 Crag 

53 Wife of 
Augustus 

54 Strike out 

56 Blue-pencil 

57 Varnish 
ingredient 

58 Molten rock 

62 For — ’s sake! 

63 Series of eight 

64 Stravinsky ballet 

65 Rime 

66 Tales from the 
Vienna—" 

67 Following 

DOWN 

1 Small portion 

2 “Bom in the — " 

3 Devoured 

4 Judy’s daughter 

5 Unnerved 



by Samuel K. Fliegner 


6 Every 60 minutes 

7 Start of a 
proverb* 

8 Siberian river 

9 Religious 
brother 

10 Certain edict 

11 November 
birthstone 

12 “Money is the 
root — evil" 

13 Analyze 

- grammatically 

21 Under, to poets 

22 Name 

23 He-man 

24 Theater 
employee 

25 Snip 

27 Objective 
29 Edset, e.g. 

31 Count calories 

33 Surrounded by 

34 Revolution 

35 Child: pref. 

36 Tippecanoe 
and — too" 

38 Key 


Wednesday's Puzzle solved: 



e 1997 Tribune Media Sendees. Inc. 
AS rights reserved. 


39 Armada 

40 Musical encore 

44 Ghost or sky 
follower 

45 Busy — bee 

46 Amalgamations 

47 Hebrew tetter 

48 Boob tube 


49 Madonna rote 
51 Greek epic 

54 Art- 

55 Verve 
57 Skid — 

59 Vital statistic 

60 — populi 

61 Aardvark's tidbit 


HOROSCOPE 
forecast . 
FOR WEDNESDAY 
JULY 30, 1997 ’ 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You may have a 
difficult time getting your 
ideas across to others 
today, however, profit 
from any constructive crit- 
icism. Be wary of 
strangers later this evening 
who have the intent to do 
physical harm. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) This is a good 
time roday to make any 
changes in your budget 
which will help you to 
save money and mah. 
your career activities 
much more successful. 
Slide to your first impuls- 
es later this evening and 
devise a good course of 
action. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Try to balance 
your time today more 
equitable between worries 
and pleasure. Elimina^ 
any difficulties which 
have been causing you 
stress and thereby you will 
feel better and more likely 
live a great deal longer. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) You should 
not become involved 
today in a disagreement 
with fellow associates 
over how best to handle a 
new project Be ethical in 
all your career activities 
and thereby you can 
achieve the appreciation 
of bigwigs. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You can improve your 
relationships with others 
today by trying to under- 
stand their motives. Avoid 
any self-serving acquain- 
tances later this evening 
who will only be looking 
out for their best interest 
and could cause you diffi- 
culties. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) A difficult 
situation at your career 
activities could put you in 
a bad mood, however, yoo 
should not bring the diffi- 
culties home with you for 
your loved tmes to deal 
with. Be cautious while 
driving on the highway 
later this evening. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) When labour- 
ing on a difficult situation 
with a family member 
today, remember that hon- 
esty is still the best policy. 
Set aside some time for 
relaxation later this 
evening, since the days 
ahead will be quite hectic. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Take 
care of payments and col- 
lections today, and get 
your finances in better 
order, thereby you will 
have extra funds. Settle 
hat long-standing dis- 
agreement with your mate 
later this evening, and go 
to romantic location 
toget her. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
If you want others to along 
with your ideas today, you 
would be wise to use more 
tact in your actions. Be 
sure of the facts before 
signing any contracts, 
thereby you avoid any dif- 
ficulties from developing. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
should not let a person 
interfere with your effi- 
ciency at career activities. 

A usually-re liable adviser 
may be in the wrong, so be 
cautious of the suggestion 
which he or she brings to 
your attention. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) If a good 
friend gives you some 
constructive criticism 
today, remember that it is 
well-intended. Discuss 
upcoming social activities 
with your mace and there- 
by you can make your 
time together quite memo- 
rable. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) If a family 
friend does not approve of 
your career activities and 
makes a critical remark 
today, just remain silent 
and thereby you eliminate 
difficult situation. You 
should not lei anyone ruin 
your mood larer this 
evening. 

Birthstone of July: Po®” 

— Ruby — Tiger’s Eye J 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, July 30, 1997 


CBI Issues certificates 
of deposit worth JD140m 


By Ab dd Sahm AJ Gharaibeh 

Special. [a the Jordan Tuju’x 

AMMAN — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Tuev 
day issued JDI4Q miilroD 
worth af certificates of 
deposit (CDs) for three and 
six-month trams and called 
on licenced banks to send 
their offers no later th.in 
12:00 soon today. 

However, the CBJ said the 
ceiling any hank can buy is 
40 per cent of the value of 
certificates on (rffer. 

The CBJ will announce 
results of the auction on 
Thursday so that payment in 
lieu of the purchased deposit 
certificates be made no later 
than Saturday. 


The CBJ said the manda- 
troy reserve of the banking 
sector amounted to JD49M 
million as of Monday, adding 
that 'the surplus reserve 
amounted to JD 11 0 million. 

The CBI Tuesday 
informed licenced Jordanian 
banks of its regular issues 
and dates of floating them 
until the end of this year. In a 
memorandum in the banks, 
the CBJ said iL might tloat 
irregular issues as and when 
the circumstances warrant. 

The interest rate on cer- 
tificates of deposit, whose 
maturity date was on July 19, 
is 8.40 percent for the three - 
month deposits and 8.50 per- 
cent for the six-month 
deposits. 
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^ J9 review of news from ihe Arabic press ^ 


Jordanians express views 
on recession in local market 

** A SURVEY conducted by he Arabic daily AI Ra’i shows 
the nuin concerns of traders and highlights their views on 
the market situation and the solutions to activate business 
dealings. 

Yousef Dasouqi, a merchant, said the improvement of 
local products resulted in higher prices which were not 
marched by any increase in the salaries of employees. He 
added that most traders depend on filing to expatriates and 
visitors but due to the small number of Palestinians coming 
to Jordan and the unstable job security of the expatriates, 
spending was limited and minimal and. consequently, trade 
activity was affected.” Mr. Dasouqi said high prices of local 
products were the result of an increase in the sales tax and 
higher customs even on raw materials, especially in the tex- 
tile industry. 

“"For the situation to return to what it was three years ago. 
taxes on production or sales should be reduced and salaries 
of employees should be raised,” Mr. Dasouqi added. 

All am Saad Eddm, another merchant, repeated what oth- 
ers have said with regard to high customs duties and sales 
tax and added that merchants have other business costs and 
family expenses in addition to annual taxes. “All of these 
factors cause prices to rise and to be borne by the con- 
sumer.” he said. 

Fatima Sharqawi, an employee, called for giving higher 
wages to. employees and providing jobs to. tbc unemployed 
to ease the jobless rate noting that such measures will reflect . 
onihe situation of the market- 

‘The recession is a result of the bad economic conditions 
of the employees and the traders' reliance on expatriates and 
Israeli Arabs," she pointed ouL “The local person does not 
shop except on main occasions and celebrations if he/she 
can afford iL Ms. Sharqawi said the flotation of prices and 
low income of employees have caused this state of recession. 

Fathi Qatrameez, a businessman attributed the recession to 
the government which is interested in collecting money by 
issuing licences to investors without considering the viabili- 
ty of the projects. He indicated that there are lens of hotel 
projects in the Petra area which cannot absorb more than two 
hotels. He said that in some areas of Amman the number of 
licences issued for institutions, shops and offices has 
reached the number of entities licensed ail over Jordan in 
1985. 

He explained that in Amman alone there are about 48,000 
institutions and shops for nearly 1,600,000 inhabitants. 
‘This is more than the size of the city," he indicated noting 
that this situation widens the distribution of income and, as 
such, causes a decline in earnings (AI Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



*My mother's maiden name was 
‘Henderson’ and her first 
name was ‘Mom’." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by HMvf Arnold md Mk. Argtrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
tour.ordnary words. 
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WHAT SHE 
ENJCVEP AFTER 
WINNING THE 
BLUE RIBBON. 

Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon 


(Answers Monday) 

jumbles: CHIDE PRINT VANISH INJURY 
Answer Where the conflicting Instructions left the 
pitot -UP IN THE AIR 


Jordanian, Palestinian investors 
to set up projects in Gaza 


AMMAN (Piiiraj — 
Jordanian and Palestin- 
ian businessmen have 
agreed to establish two 
joint industrial projects 
in Gaza and to discuss 
lire possibility Ol estab- 
lishing iwo mure pro- 
jects. according to 
Haidar Murad, presi- 
dent of the Federation 
uf Jordanian Chambers 
of Commerce. 

Mr. Murad, who 
headed a 110-member 
delegation of Jordanian 
businessmen to the 
Palestinian Business- 
men Conference which 
concluded in Gaza on 


Monday, said the two 
sides agreed to increase 
the volume of trade 
between the two coun- 
tries and to intensify 
work to overcome 
obstacles facing the 
flow of goods between 
both sides. 

Mr. Murad said the 
delegation members 
discussed with Pales- 
tinian ministers means 
of enhancing economic 
cooperation and over- 
coming obstacles lac- 
ing commercial 

exchange. 

Mr. Mil rad said the 
delegation's talks with 


their Palestinian coun- 
terpans were success- 
ful, adding that some 
Palestinian business- 
men showed interest in 
establishing industrial 
projects in Jordan. 

Mr Murad also said 
that his delegation 
called on the Palestin- 
ian side to reconsider 
the customs duties 
imposed on Jordanian 
expons to the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNAl areas, adding 
that this subject will be 
followed up by Pales- 
tinian officials. 


Arab investors to set up 
Islamic leasing firm in Kuwait 


KUWAIT Cm - tAFPi — 
The Jcdd.ih-ba-.ed Islamic 
Development Bunk ilDB) is 
leading a group of Kuwaiti 
and other mainly Arab 
investors in a project to set up 
an Islamic leasing company 
here, a shareholder has said. 

The international Leasing 
and Investment Company 
ilLlCi. which i> to have cap- 
ital of $50 million, will be 
incorporated in Kuwait under 
a special Jaw, said the share- 
holder. asking noi be named. 

I L1C is "under establish- 
ment" and two months from 
now we should start opera- 
tions.” the shareholder said. 

1DB. which provides devel- 


opment finance, is heading 
the project with the largest 
stake of 33 per cent. The 
other non- Kuwaiti investors 
include Saudi Arabia’s 
National Commercial Bank 
and Qatar International 
Islamic Bank. 

Talks arc also being held 
with potential partners from 
Japan and the United States 
to act as advisors and Lake 
small -.hareholdings. 

The new firm will be estab- 
lished under a special law 
proposed by the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment and now being 
approved by pari i ame m. The 
spcei.il law is required 
because the new firm will be 


capitalised in dollars not 
Kuwaiti dinars and the for- 
eign ownership is set to 
exceed the 49 per cent restric- 
tion on non- Kuwaiti investors 
in leva! firms. 

The Kuwaiti shareholders 
include several government 
btxiics, well as 

international investment 
group and the country's only 
Islamic bank, Kuwait 
Finance House. 

Islamic leasing is similar to 
conventional leasing w hereby 
the client pays for equipment 
by install menu, but differs in 
iis details because the Islamic 
laws of Sharia do not allow 
the payment of inieresL 
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Israeli textile factories 
relocating to Jordan, Egypt 


TEL AVIV (AFP l — Fif- 
teen Israeli textile factories 
have moved to Jordan and 
Egypt in recent years to 
take advantage of cheaper 
labour costs, army radio 
has said. 

Over the past three years, 
several thousand Israeli 
textile workers have lost 
their jobs when the facto- 
ries they worked in were 
transferred to Jordan and 
Egypt because Israeli 
salaries are too high, the 
radio station said. 

The average monthly 
salary of* an Israeli worker 
is S900. while a Jordanian 
employee w-ould be paid 
SI 40 and an Egyptian. S90. 


The radio srution said the 
heads of Israeli companies 
are ready to close more fac- 
tories and lay off thousands 
more employees in the next 
two years. 

Yair Rotlavi. a textile 
official at the Association 
of Israeli Manufacturers, 
said the phene mon was 
"inescapable.” 

"Textile companies musL 
find cheaper labour in 
neighbouring countries." he 
said. 

“This is a development 
which is occurring through- 
out the world, and we can't 
do anything about it if we 
want israeli textiles to sur- 
vive,” he said. 


Russia soon to get 
first Islamic bank 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
first bank to operate in Rus- 
sia under Islamic rules will 
open soon as a joint venrure 
with Middle Eastern part- 
ners. the daily newspaper 
Izvestia ha^ reported. * 

Fifty -one ’per cetii of the 
Badr Bank’s shares will 
belong to Russian investors, 
but most of the start-up cap- 
ital. totalling at least $20 
million, will come from 
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. 
Qatar, Sudan and Egypt. 

In line with an Islamic ban 
on usury, the Badr Bank will 
focus on project finance, ini- 
tially investing up to $60 
million in various long-term 
projects from the beginning 


of 199S. 

The bank's priorities will 
be projects in the arms 
industry, space technology, 
shipbuilding and industrial 
ecology', Izvestia reported. 

Badr Bank, Chief, Adalet 
Dzhabiyev told Izvestia that 
the bank would invest in a 
major project in the Baikal- 
Amur Railway Region — an 
economically depressed 
area of eastern Siberia with 
very high unemployment. 

The bank also aims to 
invest in infrastructure pro- 
jects to boost trade links 
between Russia and the 
Middle East and South East 
Asia. 


Arab shipping firm profits dip 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
The Kuwait-based United 
Arab Shipping Company 
(UASC) has announced 
profits of almost S70 mil- 
lion in 1996. some 20 per 
cent lower than a year earli- 
er. 

Net profits were $69.9 
million last year, while total 


revenues during 1 996 were 
$634.2 million: UASC said 
in a statement- 
profits in 1995 were 
$87.2 million, although 
retained earnings for that 
year were S28.4 million, 
after covering accumulated 
losses for the previous three 
years. 
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Nebiolo puts the world back 

into Athens championships 


ATHENS (AFP) — Less than a month 
ago the World Athletics 
Championships, which start here next 
weekend, were looking anything but 
worldly. 

The list of athletes who were not 
going to compete made a more 
impressive read that those who had 
managed to qualify. 

Olympic double gold medallist 
Michael Johnson headed the list of no- 
shows. Johnson, injured after his mil- 
lion dollar showdown in Canada with 
Donovan Bailey over 150 meters, 
missed the U.S. trials. 

Under the strict U.S. track and field 
regulations, miss the trial and miss the 
team. World champion or not, the 
Americans make no exceptions. 

Sprinter Gail Devers and decathlete 
Dan O’Brien, also injured, were 
forced to miss the trials and the trip to 
Athens. 

Also opting out was double world 
record holder Haile Gebreselassie. 
who announced that after Atlanta he 
did not want any more long distance 
races on a hard track. 

France's double Olympic champion 
Marie- Jose Perec announced she was 
too tired and would not travel to 
Athens. 

But International Amateur Athletic 
Federation tlAAF) Primo Nebiolo had 
other ideas. 

Despite massive misgivings by some 
senior TAAF officials. Nebiolo used 
his considerable power to push for- 
ward his wild card plan. Defending 
champions gained an automatic right 
to compete, regardless of national tri- 
als. 

As for Perec, a quiet word that tired 
athletes would not be able to compete 
in the lucrative Grand Prix meetings 
after Athens, was enough to revitalise 
her. 


Nebiolo had put the “world” back 
into the championships. 

And it is the appearance of Johnson, 
running in only die 400m, that has 
given the championships their credi- 
bility but the 200m world record hold- 
er will be under more pressure than he 
has been for a Jong time as he attempts 
to repay the IAAF’s generosity by 
defending his 400m title. 

Johnson is confident he will retain it 
and challenge Butch Reynolds’ world 
record of 43.29 seconds. 

“I fed 1 can run three rounds and get 
in the final and possibly run a 42.” 
Johnson said. 

“If I go out and run my kind of race, 
a smart race, I can't be beat As long as 
I stay healthy, I won’t be beat,” he 
added. 

His unimpressive form to date shows 
he knows something no-one else does. 

But if Johnson is the established star 
of the championships it will be the 
crowning of the new sprint queen that 
promises to steal the headlines. 

American Marion Jones is all ready 
for her coronation. 

The 21 -year-old sensation took only 
14 weeks to prepare for the U.S. trials 
in June. She swept all before her. run- 
ning the fastest time of her life — 
10.90secs. 

It was a stunning performance for 
the North Carolina University student 
who has brought a breath of fresh air 
into an event that has bad its share of 
controversy. 

This summer, a swing through 
European Grand Prix meetings, under- 
lined the gritty determination that has 
seen her overcome a double broken leg 
last year to rise to the top. 

“I know I have a future in this sport 
and I know that I can run faster.” added 
Jones. 

But while the best part of the absent 


stars problem has been sorted out. 
organisational problems still threaten 
to take some of the glitter off what the 
Greeks are hoping will give further 
proof to their claim that they -should 
hold the 2004 Olympics. \ 

Athens is second favourites 1 behinc^ 
Rome, whose bid is being driven by 
Nebiolo. 

When the IAAF president used bis 
weight to ensure the top athletes com- 
peted in Athens, some of his critics 
expressed surprise why he should aid 
the Greeks. 

But more experienced Nebiolo 
observers were quick to point out: 
“Primo wants the athletics to be a suc- 
cess and he knows that when it comes 
to the organisation, the Greeks will 
mess that up, making the Rome bid 
look even better." 

They may be correct. 

Internal divisions have already creat- 
ed a financial nightmare for the organ- 
isers. 

The Olympic stadium, with only 
seven days to go, resembles a building 
site as workmen work feverishly to try 
and have everything completed before 
the start 

The cost is expected to lop $36 mil- 
lion, security alone costing $4 million 
for the 15,000 police on duty during 
the championships, but with revenue 
forecast at only $7 million the govern- 
ment will face a huge deficit 

If the championships do not run like 
clockwork then Rome will come even 
closer to hosting 2004. 


France holds its breath over 
unpredictable Perec 


ATHENS ( AFP) — France’s dual 1996 Olympic cham- 
pion Marie Jose Perec likes keeping people on their toes 
and her belated decision to run in the 200 metres in 
Athens only adds to her unpredictable aura. 

The 29-year-old Perec, who won 200 and 400 metres 
gold in Atlanta, has never enjoyed warm relations with 
the French press which has given her a rather haunted 
look at press conferences. 

The Guadeloupe bom athlete, who lives in Los Angeles 
where she is coached by men’s sprint favourite Ato 
Boldon's mentor John Smith, does create problems for 
herself typified by her procrastinating over whether to 
run for France in the European Cup in June. 

She eventually decided not to run, after saying through 
Smith that she would do so, but the French team man- 
agement were only informed of this by a French radio 
station late on Friday night — the eve of the start of the 
competition. 

However, such is her relationship with the team that 
one official said ‘some athletes had smiles on their faces 
on hearing the news’ while another added that the French 
team was ‘bigger than Marie Jose even if she is a double 
Olympic champion’. 

His point was amply proved when the Guadeloupe 
bom Christine An-on. her replacement in the 200 metres, 
won the event — she will be in Athens as well. 

Perec, who won 400 metres gold at the 1991 World 
Championships and the 1992 Olympics, was booed by 


the French crowd three days later at the Paris Grand Prix 
when after running down the field, with Arron finishing 
in front of her. 

She said it was down to a stress fracture of the shin — 
despite the fact she had been training over the weekend 
of the European Cup. 

Perec, who alerted the world of her potential when as a 
21 -year-old she won the World Cup 400 metres although 
she was disqualified for moving out of her lane, then 
claimed that she was not going to run in Athens because 
she could not win. 

“I do not go to championships to finish second — I go 
to win and clearly I am not going to do that in Athens the 
way I am feeling and running,” she said on July 2. 

However, just 20 days later the charming but 
inscrutable athlete had delivered yet another volte face 
saying she was in great shape and ready to take on the 
world's best over 200 metres. 

Which Perec turns up in Athens will probably dictate 
whether Jamaican star Merlene Ottey, who Perec 
deprived of an elusive Olympic gold and said later it was 
a victory tinged with sadness for that reason, mounts the 
top of the podium or if she again plays second fiddle to 
France's sole athletics star. 


Kiptanui 
leads the 
revolution 


ATHENS (AFP) — Rebel 
Moses Kiptanui is deter- 
mined to revolutionise the 
world of long distance run- 
ning. 

The 26-year-old triple 
world champion not only 
runs, but has set up a 
unique coaching center 
high in the Kenyan moun- 
tains where his Marakwet 
tribe lives, turning out an 
ever 'growing list of world 
class athletics. 

When Kiptanui, the 
3,00Qm steeplechase world 
record holder, struggled 
against a debilitating infec- 
tion in Atlanta last year, it 
was his protege Joseph 
Keter who took the mantle 
of responsibilty and the 
gold. 

And nobody was happier 
than Kiptanui, who gets as 
much pleasure coaching as 
he does running one of the 
sport's most gruelling 
events. 

“I believe that God says 
‘you are a better person if 
you help others,'” is 
Kiptanui’s simple explana- 
tion. 

The Kenyan started with 
a group of 13 athletes at bis 
base at a former farming 
hamlet overshadowed by a 
60-metre high waterfall. 

He now has 40 athletes 
and every so often ‘guest’ 
athletics drop in at the 
base, 2,360 meter up in the 
mountains. 

The 1992 Olympic 
5,000m champion Dieter 
Baumann paid a visit earli- 
er this year to learn from 
Kiptanui. The lesson 
quickly paid off. The 
German returned home and 
promptly broke his coun- 
try’s 10,000m record. 

Kenya’s latest running 
sensation Daniel Koman 
has no doubts Kiptanui 
offers something different, 
and special. 

“Moses will be the best 
coach the world has ever 
seen,” says the 20-year-old, 
who last season stunned 
everyone by beating Haile 
Gebreselassie over 5,000m 
in Zurich. 

But Kiptanui, despite 
calling himself the “old 
man" of distance running, 
is still chasing his 1995 
world record of 7:59.18. 

“I can see the 3,000ra 
steeple being run in 7:55, 
and I believe it will be me,” 
said Kiptanui. 

Athens would be a fitting 
backdrop. 




Michael Johnson, the Olympic 200-metre and 400-metre champion (file photo) 
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Johnson under pressures 


ATHENS (AFP) — 
Michael Johnson, the 200 
metres world record holder, 
will be under more pressure 
than he has been for a long 
time here at the World 
Championships as he 
attempts to repay the 
IAAF’s generosity by 
defending his 400 metres 
title. 

The 29-y ear-o Id Johnson, 
who took Olympic gold in 
both the 200 and 400 metres 
last year, was unable to par- 
ticipate in the American tri- 
als because of a pulled 
quadricep muscle he suf- 
fered in his 150 metres duel 
with Canada's 100 metres 
world record holder 
Donovan Bailey in June. 

The IAAF President 
Primo Nebiolo then 

launched a successful cam- 
paign to allow all the 1995 
champions still competing, 
but who for various reasons 
had not qualified automati- 
cally for his organisation's 
flagship event, to be invited 
to the championships. 

Johnson, who had 

returned to America after an 
abortive run over 400 
metres in Paris where he 
had suffered his first defeat 
in seven years at the hands 
of the American champion 
Antonio Pettigrew, gladly 
accepted an opportunity to 
salvage his season. 

“They did this for the 
sport,” Johnson said. “It was 
a good business decision. 


“We didn’t ask for this,” 
he added, “but they did it, 
and I’m honoured to be 
treated like this. That’s the 
position I’m in. 

“The Olympic schedule 
was changed for me. The 
wild-card rule was put in. 
People want ray autograph 
and treat me like a hero. I 
hope I can give something 
back to the sport by compet- 
ing” 

Johnson, bom in Waco 
(Texas) like comedian Steve 
Martin although he does not 
share the same humorous 
attributes, is confident that 
he will retain the 400 metres 
title and challenge Butch 
Reynolds’ world record of 
43.29 seconds. 

“I feel I can run three 
rounds and get in the final 
and possibly run a 42,” 
Johnson said. 

“If I go out and run my 
kind of race, a smart race, 1 
can’t be beat. As long as 1 
stay healthy, I won't be 
beat,” he added. 

This was a very different 
Johnson to the one who had 
come to Paris and said he 
had no taigets this season 
apart from taking one race 
at a time. 

“Saying one has targets 
and then not succeeding in 
them is only good for jour- 
nalists because you can say 
that the athlete has failed," 
he said. 

His extraordinary running 
style with the minimum of 
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stride pattern has not alwaj^ 
drawn favourable reactiorj|| 
despite the enormous sriBsZ 
cess he bas enjoyed— 
mg to suggestions he wag; 
out of this world. .• M 

“I hope you are referring 
to my style of running and 
not the way I look physical- 
ly!” said Johnson in a rare - 
joke. 

Johnson, who bears a 
striking resemblance to 
actor Eddie Murphy, has 
managed to alienate the nor- 
mally placid duo of Bailey 
and Frank Fredericks this 
season, though he is not as 
bad a man as they make out. 

He was philosophical 
when he crashed out of the 
1992 Olympics saying that 
defeat was allright so long 
as the sun rose the next 
morning and life went on — 
four years later he took the 
second opportunity and 
even better on a personal 
note in front of his patriotic 
compatriots. 

The question remains, 
despite his optimism, 
whether he can reproduce a 
gold winning 400 metre 
performance in Athens and 
repay the previously 
unknown generosity of the 
IAAF in the process — 
breaking Reynolds’ world 
record would be an unlikely 
piece of icing on the cake. 


Gebreselassie says it is 
his duty to run 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopian Olympic 10,000 metres champion Haile Gebreselassie 
said on Tuesday he bad decided to compete in the world championships in Athens because 
it was a national duty. 

“In Athens I cany the national banner, represent my country and lead the Ethiopian team. 
So despite (he difficult track situation 1 am likely to face 1 have decided to participate,” he 
told Reuters. 

“I am in top form and well prepared," he added. 

Two weeks ago, Gebreselassie, who set a world record in the 10,000 metres at Oslo’s 
Bislett stadium earlier this year, said he was pulling out of the World Championships 
because the Athens track was too hard for long-distance runners. 

Gebreselassie said it favoured sprinters and was similar to the track at last year's Atlanta 
Olympics where he said he suffered cut and injured feet. But he changed his mind last 
weekend and said he would run. 

Ethiopian national athletic coach Wolde Meskel Kostire said Ethiopia's Athletics 
Federation had received assurances from the International Amateur Athletic Federation 
(IAAF) that the track at Athens would be improved for the championships, which open on 
Friday. 


Fading Morceli desperate for a fourth title 


ATHENS (AFP) — Noureddine 
Morceli, the 1500 metres outdoor 
world record holder, will hope to 
halt the eroding of his previous 
dominance in the event by retaining 
his world title for the fourth succe£ 
sive time — though the odds are 
heavily stacked against him. 

The 27-year-old Morceli, who is 
coached by his brother 
A bd err ah mane — no mean runner 
himself and enjoys the pacemaking 
services of another brother Ali who 
set the pace for his 1500 metres 
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record run (3:27.37) in 1995 — is 
accustomed to rebounding from a 
set of bad results. 

But this season it has seemed thai 
his mantle of invincibility has been 
extinguished by the young 
Moroccan Hicham A1 Guerrouj. 

Morceli, who came back from the 
bitter disappointment of seventh 
place in the 1992 Olympic final to 
breaking the world record later that 
season and which he bettered three 
years later, has tasted nothing but 
defeat since his Olympic triumph 


last year. 

A1 Guerrouj. who took silver 
behind Morceli in Gothenburg two 
years ago, outclassed him in the 
Grand Prix final in Milan which also 
resulted in him losing his four year 
unbeaten run over the distance, and 
saw his indoor world record blasted 
apart by his nemesis A1 Guerrouj in 
Stuttgart in February — the effects 
of these blows have cooled their 
relationship. 

Not surprisingly Morceli, who is 
also the mile world record holder. 


has pooled at the prospect of meet- 
ing the Moroccan too often and 
although he denies it appears he is 
losing the psychological battle. 

He has not been helped this season 
by suffering from anaemia, a prob- 
lem that has affected Jamaican 
sprint queen Merlene Ottey, and was 
treated for it in Switzerland after he 
retired midway through his much 
hyped ‘duel’ with Haile 
Gebreselassie in Hengelo in June. 

Morceli, who was trounced by A1 
Guerrouj in his first race back from 


the treatment, is still ambitious to go 
on breaking records. 

But with A1 Guerrouj dominating 
the mile and 1.500 metres, a move 
up to 5,000 metres, which he has 
also entered in Athens, could cause 
him as many problems with 
Gebreselassie and the 21 -year-old 
Daniel Komen lying in wait. 

However only Komen seems like- 
ly to make it to the championships. 

“1 don’t see why I can’t try it. I 
won in Zurich over 5.000 metres in 
1994 so there is no reason whv F 


CINEMA TEL: 634 144 

PHILADELPHIA "1" 

Jim Carrey ... in 

LIAR LIAR 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


CINEMA 


TEL:69923S 


PHILADELPHIA w 2" 


Whoopi Goldberg ... in 


PLAZA 


EDDIE 


Chris O'DonnelL.in 


MAD LOVE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL.: 677420 ^ 

v CONCORD 

CONCORD 

Madonna ... in 
Evita (3:30 p.m. only) 

Kevin Costner & Rene Russo... in 
TINCUPn 2:30, 6:00, 8:30. 10:45) 

CONCORD *3* 
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shouldn't go for it now. 

Perhaps its time to move on," 
Morceli. a devout believer, said. 

Morceli’s slide would certainly 
suggest that perhaps a fresher dis- 
tance would re-energise a mentally 
tired and battle weary athlete who is 
just hanging in there to see if he can 
fight one more successful 1,500 
metres campaign — form and the 
season’s statistics dictate that it will 
be a failure. 


Habil & Hi sham's Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


The satirical play 

AMNAIAIYAHO 

performance starts at 8:30 p m. 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 
For reservations call 625155 
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Kansas City Royals* second baseman Jose OTferman leaps to avoid sliding Minneso- 
ta Twins* baserunner Greg Cidbrunn in the top of the second inning in Kansas City. 
The Royals and Twins are playing the second game of a twilight doubleheader 
(Reuters photo) 

Neagle throws three-hitter 
as Braves beat Cubs 6-0 


Blackburn 

say 

Le Saux 
can leave 


LONDON (R) — Black- 
bum Rovers .said on mes- 
day that England defender 
Graeme Le Saux could 
leave the club providing an 
offer of 7.5 million pounds 
(Si 2.2 million) was forth- 
coming. 

Club chairman Robert 
Coar said Le Saux had put 
_in-a written transfer request 
;on Monday. 

"The board have decided 
'that it is in the best interests 
of Blackburn Rovers to 
grant the request, provided 
the club receives an offer 
reaching their valuation” 
Blackburn said in a state- 
ment. , 

“Having due regard to 
recent transfer activity the 
board have placed a valua- 
tion of 7.5 million on 
Graeme Le Saux,” the 
statement added. 

Le saux. 28. was signed 
by former Blackburn coach 
Kenny Dalglish in March 
1993 from Chelsea for 
600,000 pounds 

($978,000). 

Manager Roy Hodgson 
said on Monday that Le 
Saux could leave if the club 
agreed, if he wanted to 
depart and someone was 
prepared to pay the asking 
price. 

Le Saux has been linked 
for some months to London 
club Arsenal. An Arsenal 
spokeswoman had no com- 
ment on the transfer listing. 
“This is Blackburn's news, 
not ours.” she said. 


Williams wins; Rubin 
injured in San Diego 


SAN DIEGO (AFP) — Since she 
elected to turn down wild card invi- 
tations and play her way through 
qualifying. Venus Williams has 
made the grade and battled her way 
through to the main draw every 
time. 

On Monday she did it again, beat- 
ing fellow American Sandra Cacic 
7-6 (7/4) 6-4 to earn a first round 
meeting with Florencia Labat at 
WTA Tour event here. 

Now ranked 64th in the world after 
starting the year at 21 1. her qualify- 
ing days may soon be over for ever. 

"I got more (first) serves in than 1 
have done in the past, but it was a 
tough match” said Williams, 17. 
“she’s pretty consistent, but can 
make some mistakes too.” 

If Williams gets past Labat, she 
will face top seed Martina Hingis in 


the second round. 

Venus is still wearing her purple, 
green and while Wimbledon beads, 
in her hair because she's been too 
busy to spend the eight hours it takes 
to change them. 

Since her disappointing first round 
defeat to Magdalena Grzybowska at 
Wimbledon she’s been studying 
furiously. 

“I’ve had summer school and done 
six weeks* work in three. 1 was 
studying up to 1 a.m. sometimes, but 
then my eyes get too tired,” she said. 

So she didn’t watch Wimbledon. 
She couldn't have anyway, even if 
she'd had the time. 

“We had storms and lightning 
struck our lightning rod and blew 
the TV satellite out, so I didn’t see 
anything at ail” she reported. 

In first round action, eighth seed 


Irina Spirlea of Romania eased past 
Russia’s Elena Likhovtseva 6-3 6-3, 
but Chanda Rubin was forced to 
retire against Helena Sukova when 
she fell and twisted her ankle when 
trailing 5-6 in the opening set. Rubin 
attempted to continue after lengthy 
treatment, but retired with the Czech 
leading 7-5 3-0. 

In other matches. Sandrine Testud 
crushed Asa Carlsson 6-1 6-2. and 
Natasha Zvereva outlasted Kimberly 
Po 7-6 (7/4) 2-6 6-1. 

The topifour seeds in the 450,000- 
doUar event — Hingis. Monica 
Seles, Aniaoda Coeizer and Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario — all received first 
round byes. 


Lowly Canadian stuns Henman 


MONTREAL (AFP) — 
Ninth-seeded Czech Petr 
Korda and lOth-seeded 
Tim Henman of Britain 
were first-round casualties 
here Monday in the $2.3 
million Canadian Open 
ATP Tour tournament. 

Little-known Canadian 
wild-card Sebastien 
Leblanc stunned Henman, 
ranked 1 8th in the world 7- 
6. 4-6, 6-3. 

Korda became the latest 
victim of American giant- 
killer Justin Gimelstcft. 

Gimelstob beat French 
Open champion Gustavo 
Kuerten in the first round 


of Wimbledon, and last 
week stopped former 
World No. 1 Andre Agassi 
in the first round in Los 
Ange/es. 

He beat Korda, ranked 
16th in the world, 6-4. 6-4. 

Gimelstob got his win in 
before rain delayed the 
afternoon and evening 
matches. 

In other action, defend- 
ing champion Wayne Fer- 
reira of South Africa . the 
13th seed, defeated Czech 
Daniel Vacek 7-6. 6- 1 . 

The top eight seeds have 
first-round byes in the $2.3 
million event, one of the 


ATP Tour’s prestigious 
super 9 tournaments. 

Michael Chang of the 
United States looks to con- 
tinue his hardcourt domi- 
nance this week as the top 
seed. 

Chang brings a 10-match 
winning streak on hard 
courts into this week's 
tournament He has a 28-3 
record on the surface this 
year, including titles in 
Memphis. Indian Wells, 
Hong Kong, and Washing- 
ton two weeks ago. 

The second seed is 
Goran Ivanisevic of Croat- 
ia, who owns a 44-15 


match record this season, 
including a 16-6 mark on 
hard courts. He won his 
18th and 1 9th career sin- 
gles titles earlier this year 
at Zagreb and Milan, 
respectively, and reached 
the finals at Dubai and the 
Queen's Club. 

World number one Pete 
Sampras withdrew from 
the event last week with a 
nagging arm injury. 


ATLANTA (R) — Denny 
Neagle threw a three-hitter 
for his third shutout of the 
season and Fred McGriff 
belted a three-run homer as 
the 1 Atlanta Braves cruised 
to a 6-0 victory over the 
Chicago Cubs Monday. 

Neagle (14-2) joined 
Houston’s Darryl Kile as 
14-game winners in the 
National League, one victo- 
ry behind Atlanta’s Greg 
Maddux. He helped the 
Braves open their lead in 
the National League east to 
a season-high seven games 
over the idle New York 
Mets. 

"Even though it was a 
three-hit shutout, I didn't 
have my best stuff," said 
Neagle. “My goal every 
year is to gee 15 wins. If 
you get to that, it’s pretty 
good. Anything more is 
gravy. The only negative is 
just the way I felt. 1 fell a 
little lethargic.” 

In Los Angeles. Ismael 
Valdes pitched well in his : 
first start off the disabled ; 
list and Greg Gagne j 
snapped a fourth-inning tie { 
with a two-run homer as the 
Dodgers won their fourth 
straight, 4-2 over the Pitts- , 
burgh Pirates. 

Valdes (6-9) allowed two 
runs and eight hits with five 
strikeouts in six innings. He 
threw 60 of his 81 pitches 
for strikes. Valdes 

strained his left hamstring 
running out a ground ball on 
July 5. In his last four 
starts, he has surrendered 
only four runs and 20 hits 
over 26 1/3 innings, walk- 
ing just one and striking out 
20 . 

At Florida, Joe Oliver and 
Mike Kelly broke up a 
scoreless tie with back-to- 
back bomers in the top of 
the ninth and three pitchers 
combined on an eight-hitter 
as the Cincinnati Reds 
blanked the slumping Mar- 
lins 4-0. 

Stan Belinda (1-2) 
pitched a hitless eighth for 
his first win since August 
14. Jeff Shaw allowed a hit 
in the ninth. Starter john 
Smiley gave up seven hits 
with no walks and six 
strikeouts over seven 
innings. 

In Houston. Todd Stottle- 
myre allowed five hits over 
eight shutout innings and 
hit a key RBI double in the 
eighth as the Sl Louis car- 
dinals defeated the Astros 
2-1, snapping their nine- 
game winning streak. 
Siotrlemyre (10-7) allowed 
a double and four singles, 
walking one and striking 
out seven. 

In San Diego, Rico 
Brogna’s three-run homer 


highlighted a five-run sixth 
and Mark Lei ter won on the 
road for the first time in 
nearly JO weeks as the 
Philadelphia Phillies cooled 
off the^ Padres 8-4. 

At Colorado, ■■ Henry 


Rodriguez’s double in the 
top of the sixth scored Ron- 
del l White with the go- 
ahead run as the Montreal 
Expos edged the Rockies 3- 
2, -snapping a- five-game 
losing streak. - " 
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Mishaps mar U.S. national swimming championships 


AmericaivLeague 


Anaheim . 

Anaheim V.- 10 

Milwaukee .. 1* > 
Milwaukee; \'9. 
Kansas City, 10 
Kansas City.. 5 ' 
Baltimore .: /:/7 \ 
NY’Yankees: .* 4- - 

National League 

Cincinnati * . ’. .4 
Atlanta/ -- 6 
St Louis ;j ; . 2 

Montreal ///•;-" 3. 
Lbs Angeles - 4- 
Philadelphia, -8 


Cleveland 
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Toronto 

‘ Toronto 

Minnesota 

Minnesota 

Texas 

Oakland 


Florida 
OiicagqCuhs 
Houston 
Colorado ; 
Pittsburgh 
San Diego 


0 (1st Game) 
7 (2nd Game) 
0 (1st Game 
3 (2nd Game) 
3 (1st Game) 

2 (2nd Game) 
2 
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Vacancy for 
a Interpreter/Translator 

It is intended to recruit a suitably qualified 
Interpreter/Translator for a foreign mission in 
Amman to translate Arabic into English and vice 
versa. 

Salary scale: JD200 - 6x20 - 320 
(Initial salary will be JD232 per month) 
Interested applicants should forward their CV to 
the following address. 

P.O. Box 830731, Amman - 11183, Jordan. 


A company in the field of Industrial and 
Technological Investments has a vacancy 
for a Project Analyst with the following 
qualifications: 

1 . Bachelor degree in Engineering, 
Economics or Business Administration 
(preference will be given to MSc 
degree holders). 

2. Minimum five years experience in 
industrial projects development and 
evaluation, techno-economic feasibility 
studies, project appraisal & follow-up. 

3. Excellent command of English 
language (reading, writing & speaking). 

4. Computer skills. 

Please Send resumes no later than two 
weeks from the date of this 
advertisement to Fax No. 689043 or 
P.O. Box 941705, 

Amman - 11194, Jordan. 

Envelopes addressed: Project Analyst Vacancy 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee 
(R) — In one of the most 
bizarre nights at a U.S. 
national swimming cham- 
pionship. a series of 
mishaps caused the meet 
to be delayed four times 
and a men's 100-metres 
freestyle final to be invali- 
dated and raced again 
Monday. 

Three power failures, 
caused by severe electrical 
storms, and a broken pool 
bulkhead — the facing at 
one end of the pool that 
holds the swimmers’ touch 
pads in place — turned the 
event into mass confusion 
Monday night at the Tracy 
Caulkins pool. 

Racing was delayed two 
hours, 26 minutes. 


“We are getting a mes- 
sage that the finals are not 
meant to be swum 
tonight,” said Olympic 
gold medallist Brooke 
Bennett, who won the 400- 
metre freestyle two hours 
after it was originally 
scheduled. 

Bennett, 17, won her 
11th national title in 4 
minutes. 11.34 seconds, 
the seventh fastest time in 
the world this year. 

“The lights went out. 
what, three times?” Ben- 
nett said. “And now the 
bulkhead falls apart. Let's 
take a hint here. It's just 
bizarre. I have never been 
at a meet where the lights 
went out.” 

During the men’s 100- 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, kitchen - dining 
room, big salon, balcony and telephone. 
Location: Shmeisani, beside Ministry of 
Justice. 

Please call Tel. 859009 


STORES 
Bed T table covers 
bowels , Gifts. 
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Registration for 1997-98 Academic year 
for the 

Pre-Kg, Kgl, Kg2 & grades 1-9 

will continue from the 
22nd July 1997 
on the school premises, 

( Airport Road, near The Arabian Horse Gub ) 

for more information please contact 
The Administration Office at 

Tel. 079/55097 - 079/55098. Rax: 962-6-697905 

Mamba of tht 




metres freestylefinal the/, 
pool’s bulkhead pulled “ 
away from the edge of the 
pool midway through the 
race, forcing swimmers to 
touch unevenly. 

Swim coaches tried to 
pull the bulkhead back in 
place while the race was in 
progress. 

A pin popped off causing 
the bulkhead to pull a foot 
(30 cm) apart from lane 8. 

It stayed attached to lane 
1, forcing the bulkhead to 
angle out, making for an 
uneven finish line and a 
36-minute delay. The 
men's 100-metre freestyle 
was re-raced as the final 
event of the night after 
seven consolation and 
bonus finals. 

The first men's 100 was 
nullified. Neil Walker, 21, 
had touched first in 49.46 
and Scott Tucker, 22, was 
second in 49.74, top two 


fastest dines in the world 
this year. ~ ~ ' 

In the re-race. Tucker 
(49.68) and Walker (49.70) 
finished in reverse order, 
still the two fastest world 
times this year. 

Olympic double gold 
medallist Gary Hall fin- 
ished fifth in the 100 in 
50.32 and qualified for a 
relay at the World Champi- 
onships. 

In other action, 
Olympian Lea Loveless 
Maurer, 26, won the 100 
backstroke in 1:01.53. 
Olympian Tom Malchow, 
20, won the 200-metre but- 
terfly in 1:5837. 

After three days, 
Olympians have won nine 
of the 13 individual events. 

The top two finishers in 
each event qualify for the 
January 8-18 World 
Championships in Perth, 
Australia. The top two fin- 


ishers in each event except 
the 100- and 200-metre 
freestyle events quality for 
worlds. The top six in the 
100- and 200- freestyle 
events quality for relays. 

Misty Hyman failed to 
make the final in the 100- 
raetre backstroke by .01 
seconds and scratched 
from the consolation final 
to rest for the 100-metre 
butterfly. 

The seven-day meet, 
which ends Friday, is also 
a selection trials for the 
Pan Pacific Games in 
Fukuoka, Japan, August 
10-13 and the World Uni- 
versity Games, August 25- 
30 in Sicily, Italy. 



A GREAT AUGUST EVENT 

FOR JORDANIANS & FOREIGN RESIDENTS 

ONLY JD36 P ER PERSON SHARING A TWIN ROOM 
INCLUDING GOVT. TAX & SERVICE CHARGE 
PRICE INCLUDES BUFFET BREAKFAST & BUFFET DINNER 
AROUND THE POOL. 

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE SHARING PARENTS ROOM STAY FREE 

(MAX. 2 CHILD) 

THE GRAND VIEW HOTEL 
PETRA 

OFFERING 150 SPACIOUS FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED ROOMS ALL WITH 
QUEEN OR KING SIZE BEDS. IN-ROOM AMENITIES INCLUDE MINI-BAR. 
TELEVISION WITH SATELLITE AND VIDEO, FULLY-EQUIPPED PRIVATE 
BATHROOM WITH HAIRDRYER. DIRECT TELEPHONE LINES. ROOM AND 
LAUNDRY SERVICE. 

####### 

IN-HOUSE SERVICE INCLUDES: 

THE CAFE ROYAL RESTAURANT 
SERVING MIDDLE EASTERN & CONTINENTAL CUISINE 
THE SUNSET LOUNGE 
OFFERING A BIRDS EYEVIEW OF PETRA $ WADI ARABA 

THE EAGLE'S NEST BAR 
THE MAJESTIC SWIMMING POOL 

WITH TERRACE & SNACK BAR 
SEMINAR ROOMS 

BILLIARD ROOM ! 

BOOKSHOP | 

TRAVEL OFFICE & INFORMATION DESK 

FOR RESERVATION CONTACT: 

TEL: 652415 FAX: 652417 
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debates $326 million 
probe of PNA government 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
The Palestinian Legislative 
Council began debating a 
report here Tuesday on cor- 
ruption in President Yasser 
Arafat’s government which 
recommends sacking several 
ministers. 

Mr. Arafat created a spe- 
cial commission 10 investi- 
gate an internal audit which 
found that some S3 26 mil- 
lion. 4U per cent of the self- 
rule government's budget, 
had been wasted or misman- 
aged by Palestinian National 
Authority l PNA) depart- 
ments in 1996. 

"Official accounts of cer- 
tain ministries were opened 
in the name of the minister, 
without the finance ministry 
being notified, and grams 
and foreign aid were 
deposited in these accounts, 
which were not registered on 
the ministries’ budgets" the 


report said 

The 127-page report, 
issued after a two-month 
investigation, was presented 
to the Palestinian president 
earlier this month with rec- 
ommendations that several 
ministers anJ senior officials 

be dismissed. 

Mr. Arafat's spokesman. 
Murwun Kunafani. has said 
that the Palestinian leader 
was planning a cabinet 
reshuffle in the next two 
weeks “in order to tackle the 
coming times which promise 
to be more difficult both on 
the economic and political 
fronts." 

He denied it was connect- 
ed with the corruption 
report. 

In the corruption report. 
Pulestinian ministers were 
cited for "abuse of power 
and misappropriating money 
from their ministries.” 


The elected Palestinian 
Legislative Council called 
for immediate action. 

“The council will recom- 
mend that the ministers and 
other bureaucrats who are 
implicated be brought under 
investigation, because we 
have testimony of serious 
misuse of public funds and 
abuse of power,’* Saadi 
Krunz. the head of the coun- 
cil's budget committee, said 
last week. 

The publishing of the 
report and the formation of 
the committee represented 
unprecedented openness 
from PNA. often accused of 
corruption since its inception 
in 1994 to govern self-rule 
areas in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip created by the 
peace accords with Israel. 

A majority of Palestinians 
think Mr. Arafat’s Council of 
Ministers should be replaced 


due to corruption, according 
to an opinion poll last 
month. 

The Palestinian Legislative 
Council has complained that 
corruption was common- 
place and accused officials 
of wasting funds on expen- 
sive villas and luxury cars. 

Palestinian teachers last 
month held an unprecedent- 
ed strike against the PNA 
partly motivated by what 
they saw as the unfair gap 
between their living stan- 
dards and those of senior 
PNA officials. 

Palestinian police, howev- 
er, have pinned the corrup- 
tion allegations on the 
Legislative Council, with 
Colonel Jibril Rajoub, head 
of preventive security in the 
West Bank, saying recently 
that they were “the most cor- 
rupt of any of them.” 



refuses to sell 
land to Arabs 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
lAFPi — U.S. millionaire 
Irving Moskowitz has 
refused to sell land on which 
he wants to build 70 Jewish 
settlement units in a 
Palestinian neighbourhood in 
east Jerusalem to Arab 
investors. sources said 
Tuesday. 

"Mr. Muskovvitz has no 
intention of selling his land 
to Arabs.” far rightwing 
member of parliament 
Benny Elon told Israeli mili- 
Utry radio after speaking on 
die phone to the real estate 
developer, who lives in 
Miami. Florida. 

Citing Palestinian sources. 


the radio said that a group of 
Palestinian and Saudi 
investors had asked 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat for permission to 
m:ike an offer to purchase the 
land from Mr. Moskowitz. 

“Mr. Moskowitz could 
agree to discuss a sale if the 
Arabs would consent, for 
example, to selling him part 
of Mecca." Mr. Elon added, 
referring to Islam’s holiest 
shrine in Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Moskowitz backed off 
plans over the weekend to 
begin construction on a new 
Jewish settlement at Ras AJ 
Amoud. a neighbourhood of 
some 11.000 Palestinians. 


warnings it would 
an explosion of vio- 


after 
spark 
lence. 

But he held out the option 
to restart the project some- 
time in the future. 

Israel’s interior ministry 
formally announced Monday 
that the project had been 
temporarily halted, a deci- 
sion welcomed by the 
Palestinian National 

Authority, which wants Arab 
east Jerusalem to be the cap- 
ital of a future state. 

Israel captured east 
Jerusalem from Jordan in the 
1967 Middle East war and 
claims the holy city as its 
undivided capital. 
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TEHRAN <R» — The United 
States should work for rap- 
prochement u ith Iran after its 
efforts to isolate the Islamic 
Republic have failed, two 
Iranian dailies said Tuesday. 

The English language 
Tehran Times and Iran News 
said in editorials that a U.S. 
decision not to oppose a natur- 
;d gus pipeline and reported 
comments by the head of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency llAEA) that Iran's 
nuclear programme was for 
peaceful purposes were signs 
of a failed U.S policy. 

Washington said Sunday its 
efforts to isolate Iran remained 
unchanged despite a decision 
not to oppose the pipeline, 
which would carry gas from 
Turkmenistan on the eastern 
side of die Caspian Sea acmss 
a 1.268 kilometres stretch of 
northern Iran to Turkey and 
eventually to l:iiii'|v. 


it, U.S. should 
press 


had no grounds 
to oppose the 


It said it 
under law- 
pipeline. 

"We are sure that 
Washington's decision not to 
oppose the pipeline did not 
stem from its altruism, rather 
it sprouted from helplessness, 
for Washington cannot really 
oppose a group of countries 
who are partners in this great 
project," the Tehran Times 
said. 

ll said US. sanctions had 
failed 'in deterring other 
countries from dealing with 
Iran.” 

"The inauguration of 
President Mohammad 
Khatami will take place with- 
in a couple of days. The U.S. 
must not miss this opportunity 
to pave tlie way for a rap- 
prochement with Iran" the 
Tehran Times said. 

"Iran’s conditions are quite 
clear, the United States must 


stop interfering in Iran's inter- 
nal affairs, it must stop its 
Ion-hashing policy, it must 
return Iran’s frozen assets and 
it must try to understand and 
respect the values of the 
Islamic Revolution instead of 
opposing them blindly. 

"By fulfilling these condi- 
tions, the U.S. will pave the 
way for Iran to review its U.S. 
policy." it added. 

Iran News said that com- 
ments by the director general 
of the IAEA Hans B1L\ during 
a visit to Iran earlier this 
month that Iran’s nuclear 
capability was for peace pur- 
poses were a “great blow” to 
the U.S.’s reputation. 

Tehran's official IRNA 
news agency quoted Mr. Blix 
as saying that various inspec- 
tions of nuclear installations in 
Iran indicated they were for 
humanitarian and peaceful 
jvirjn »m>. 
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6 Turkish 
police 
surrender 
over 

journalist 

killing 

ANKARA (AFP) — A 
police chief and five officers 
wanted for the killing of a 
journalist have turned them- 
selves in. Justice Minister 
Oltan Sungurlu said Tuesday. 

Quoted by the Anatolia 
news agency, Mr. Sungurlu 
said an arrest warrant had 
been issued against the six 
who surrendered on Monday 
to authorities in Afyon, west- 
ern Turkey, where the trial of 
a total of 48 police officers 
accused of “collective homi- 
cide” is taking place. 

The six officers stated that 
three other police officers, 
also the subject of an arrest 
warrant, were about to give 
themselves up. according to a 
magistrate in Afyon. 

Metin Goktepe. a 27-year- 
old journalist for the left- 
leaning Evrensel newspaper, 
which is no longer published, 
was beaten to death by a 
group of police officers after 
his arrest on January 8, 1996 
in Istanbul. 



PAYING NOW FOR WHAT WAS FREEDOM FIGHTING THEN: Souhaila 
Andrawes, alias So ray a Ansari, 44, a Palestinian sentenced for 12 years for 
her part in the 1977 hijacking of a German airliner; takes one last look at the 
outside world, before the doors dose at the Bxetvet women prison, in Oslo, 
Tuesday. Ms. Andrawes arrived earlier from Hamburg, where her trial took 
place, and now is to serve her sentence in Norway, where she was arrested in 
1994 (AFP photo) 


Israeli parliament to vote to limit 
intifada compensation — minister 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli parliament is expect- 
ed to vote Wednesday on a 
law limiting compensation 
for Palestinians who suf- 
fered at the hands of the 
Israeli military during the 
intifada. Justice Minister 
Tsahi Hanegbi said Tuesday. 

The bill says that any 
“action to fight terrorism" 
during the 1987-93 uprising 
against Israeli occupation in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip will be considered 
“combat activity,” thus exon- 
erating Israeli forces of 
responsibility. 

The bill also would lay at 
the door of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
the burden of proving that 
the complainant has never 
been involved in a “terrorist 
act” and so has the right to 


compensation. 

"The new mechanism will 
alleviate the handling of 
complaints submitted to 
Israeli courts, the great 
majority of which are fic- 
tious.” Mr. Hanegbi said at a 
news conference. 

“The absence of coopera- 
tion with the Palestinians is a 
problem for the courts which 
don't have enough elements 
to establish the guilt or inno- 
cence of the Israeli soldiers.” 
he said 

Under pressure from 
human rights groups, the 
government has been forced 
to change some aspects of 
the proposed law, which has 
been in the works since the 
Labour government of 
Yitzhak Rabin (1992-95). 

Eitan Felner, spokesman 
for the Israeli human rights 


group B’Tselem, said, “the 
government decided in the 
end that requests for com- 
pensation should be handled 
by the courts and not by 
commissions, as called for in 
the original bill.” 

“But these changes are 
purely cosmetic. The law is 
simply a way to avoid pay- 
ing compensation to people 
who are entitled to it,” Mr. 

Felner said. 

Mr. Hanegbi said 4,000 
complaints have already 
been filed and 700 have been 
dealt with by the courts. 
Israel has already spent near- 
ly $18 million compensating 
intifada victims. 

During the uprising, more 
than a thousand Palestinians 
were killed and tens of thou- 
sands of others were wound- 
ed by Israeli troops. 


Islamist militants massacre 51 in Algeria’s 
triangle of death after major security sweep 


LARBAA (AH 5 ) — Islamist 
militants massacred 51 peo- 
ple and kidnapped 1 1 
women and girls in the latest 
killing spree in Algeria's so- 
called mangle of death, terri- 
fied witnesses said Tuesday. 

Survivors said the victims 
were burnt alive, shot or had 
their throats cut. 

Tuesday, survivors were 
picking through the rubble 
of their bumt-out homes 
after the attack overnight 
Sunday on the oulskirts'of 
this town. 35 kilometres 
south of the capital Algiers. 

Witnesses said militants 
opened gas bottles and set 
light to them, deliberately 
trapping victims inside their 
hunting homes. 

In tite panic, some resi- 
dents managed to flee 
lowards the "town. Others 
look refuge in public build- 
ings. including the local 
school. There they hid, terri- 
fied. listening to the screams 
of their neighbours. 

One survivor said he heard 
gunshots for more than an 
hour and later returned to his 
home to find his neighbours, 
a family of 10. all murdered. 

Larbaa forms one of the 
points of Algeria’s so-called 
"triangle of death” where 
militants, based in mountain 
hideouts, are particularly 
active. 

Neither legislative elec- 
tions held on June 5 or the 
recent release from jail of 
Abassi Madani. leader of the 
jutlawed Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), have done little 
io stop the slaughter. 

The latest massacre brings 
to more than 550 the number 
of civilians slain in attacks 
attributed to armed Islamist 
groups since June 5. 



Acopple of survivors collect human remains on the blood-covered floor of their 
house, in the Si Zerouk neighbourhood of Larbaa, 35 kilometres south of 
Algiers, Tuesday, after suspected Islamist extremists went on a killing spree, 
burning alive or slitting the throats of whole families, overnight, July 27. Fifty 
one residents were murdered and 11 young women and girls were kidnapped 
in the attack (AFP photo) 


More than 60,000 people 
have died in the unrest which 
has rocked this North 
African nation since mili- 
tants took up arras after the 
cancellation of elections by 
the army-backed regime in 
Algiers in 1992, which the 
FIS was poised to win. 

Other deaths reported 
Tuesday include those of 
two girls, aged six and eight, 
who were killed when a 
mine exploded in 
Maasouma, near Medea, as 
they tended their flock of 
sheep Monday, the A1 Wauui 
newspaper said. 

It said another person was 
injured Monday by a bomb 
blast in Sidi Moussa. 20 
kilometres south of Algiers, 


and that 22 people died in a 
massacre at A1 Omari a. near 
Medea. overnight Saturday. 

Tuesday, angry residents 
here accused Algeria’s secu- 
rity forces of abandoning 
them, despite an army bar- 
racks situated nearby. 

And in an editorial head- 
lined ‘The Absent State.” A1 
Watan demanded whether 
the state was taking respon- 
sibility for the safety of its 
citizens. 

The latest massacres come 
amid reports of a massive 
operation by Algerian secu- 
rity forces against armed 
Islamist groups. 

Three militants were killed 
and a fourth arrested in the 
past few days near 


Takhoukht, east of Algiers, 
according to the daily La 
Tribune Monday, which 
added several arms caches 
including a bomb-making 
workshop were discovered. 

The newspapers A3 Khabar 
and Le Matin reported 
Monday that several opera- 
tions were underway in 
regions south and west of 
Algiers. 

The press reported last 
week that security forces 
had led a sweep near 
Hattaba in which around 
100 militants were killed 
and mother 300 surren- 
dered. 

There has been no official 
confirmation of any of the 
operations. 



GraFs father 
starts jail term 
for tax evasion 

STUTTGART (R) — The 
father of tennis star Steffi 
Graf arrived at a German 
prison hospital to begin a 
sentence for evading mil- 
lions of dollars’ worth of tax 
on his daughter's income, 
state justice officials said. 
Peter Graf was sentenced in 
January to three years and 
nine months in jail for evad- 
ing or trying to evade $65 
million of tax. The verdict 
became legally binding last 
month after prosecutors 
dropped their appeal against 
it. Graf will probably only 
have to serve two thirds of 
his sentence in total, mean- 
ing he may be out of prison 
as early as next year because 
he has already served 15 
months in investigative cus- 
tody. Justice officials said 
Graf had begun his jail term 
in a prison hospital because 
he wanted a health check-up. 
They said they would decide 
in the next few weeks where 
he would spend die rest of 
his sentence. 

HK police make 
bad photographers, 
court says 

HONG KONG (R) — A pic- 
ture is worth a thousand 
words — but not always in 
Hong Kong. Police routinely 
botch important evidence by 
leaving on lens caps when 
taking photographs, an 
expert witness for the prose- 
cution told a court in a hero- 
in trafficking case, the South 
China Morning Post news- 
paper said. The mistake is so 
common that police forms 
include a box labelled “for- 
got to take lens cap off” for 
officers io tick, the expert 
witness said. But defence 
banister Peter Lavac found 
this hard to swallow. “No. 
human being, unless he's; 
the IQ of a wooden pi 
could possibly be that 
pid,” said Lavac. 

Advertisement 
invites women 
to ‘dress to kill’ 


LONDON (AFP) — 
series of advertisements 
a clothes chain feal 
men about to be killed 
they stare at women is 
for release in Britain 
month, it . was 
Tuesday. The campaign 
British fashion chain Wi 
shows one man crashing bis.jt 
porsche car into the sea 
while looking at a stunning 
model alongside the slogan, 
“dress to kill,” The Express 
said. Another shows a sub- 
way train driver about to be 
decapitated by a tunnel waD. .k-_ 
as he cranes out of his franr-?.; 
at a woman on the platform, 
a third a distracted barber ;-!, 
about to slit a customer’^ 
throat and a fourth, a man 3 ^ 
about to drive an industrial $ 
lawnmower over another 
man. 

Far fewer than two 
million prostitutes in 
Thailand government 

BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Thailand has only a fraction 
of the reported two million 
prostitutes which have given 
the country its salubrious 
reputation as a sex haven, a 
senior health official said 
here. There are a little more 
than 74,000 prostitute; in the 
country and not two million 
as claimed by some, a Thai 
Health Ministry official said 
in newspaper reports 
Tuesday. Of the total, 2237 
were male prostitutes, Vichai 
said, adding the survey had 
not been able to take into 
account the prostitutes’ ages. 

A “complicated form of set- 
up of these establishments.” 
however, could result in a 20 
per cent margin of error in 
the figure for prostitutes in 
Bangkok, and a 10 per cent 
variation in the provinces. 
Vichai said in the reports. 
’Therefore the number of 
sex workers throughout the 
country should not be more 
than 74.010, and not two 
million as claimed by some 
people," Vichai was quoted 
as saying in the Bangkok 
Post. 
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